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RODiJCTION. 



^UMpiN my preface to the « Narrative," I iuTlted 5n- 
"""S^B^ation of the faas fee fo«h in it, and of the gener^ 

condua of Mr. Burr. This invitation was given in vain. 

Not » ^^-^d ftated in the Narrative has yet been controvertl 
•fllSr^d. Indeed the fafts it contains are of that ftubbornkind 

that bids defiance to controverfy, and beats down all op- 
. pofition. It will hardly be faid that their verity has not 

been queftiooed on account of the abfence of Mr. Burr • 

fince had they beeh unfounded, his' agents, his zcaloul 
and thorough-going friends, muft have known it ; and it 

*he httU body round which they are whirled, fo ferioufly 
attacked, without rnterpofing a fhield for his.proteaion- 
I will not do Ae « little h»d" fo much injuftL as evea 
to imagine them capable of fuch dajard/y condua. 

On the other hand, I am not difpofc J taint«rpret thrfr 
ftence mto a confeffion of the guilt of their principal • 

them. This filence is fometimcs properly, but freaucntlv 
furreputioufly obferved. A tranfce JenJ; exalt^ S 
tcr, pubhcly accufed of a little, me^n, di/reputahU aa, of 
Which he could fcarcely be guilty, and which few men 
vrould accredit, would hatdly defcend from his god-like' 
emmence to notice the calumniator. So that tWs mZ 
cond„a will not be addnced as a propofition XZy 

Aemfelves of the convenience, who ought to J adjudged; 
rf not xnikmcus, unworthy of the confidence of the pS 






wM as Iiaving dcfcrvedly forfeited their good opinfen- 
In this cafe it is a villain covering himfdf with the mantle 
ei illujfrious vittvic. ' ^ .. -r^' 

Another ftronglf Jfrefu'mptite intidcnt is, that,^ uiiE ^ 
|jrefent controverfy, of which the Vice-Pfefvdent i$ ti*t ,«t, 
fubje£f, the *^ little band"* ate unequivocally the aggref- 
fcrs. ^hej were the firft to <jteclare war \ ihey provpktd 
refiftarice. ^hey called for examination ; and no foonej^ ;* 
^as it coifttnchced than they flirant froni it ! Under thefe 
tircmnrtances would' it bfe fair to fay that fince they are 
filent they arfe innocent ? One might as truly affirm that 
the mpft attrocious offendef was immaculate, fc<:ajf^ whctf 
put to trial, he refufed td plead i 

Again\ ts It not peculiarly incunifcent on the <' Ittth 
tand*^ ana their primum rmbile, th© Vice-Prefident, to 
Evince to the public thit the feriou^V charges exhibited 
^gainft bim arc devoid of foundation ? Upon this hati^ 
the popularity dnSthe Vtce^Pr^dency of Mr. BURR ! Will 
they remain mute when fo much is at (lake ? Are they 
not doficetned for the honour of their Chieftain and of 
themfelves ? Do they iiot know that the Marjhals^ the 
£0ni Solicitors, znd the Mercuries, will be whelmed in h]« 
fall ? And at this thought, do not their •< fouls (hrink 
back, and ffartle at deftruftion ?'^ All thefe confideration* 
lire furely enough to make them aroufe themfelves « and 
ihake the enemy from them.** Catiline treated with dif- 
dain the denunciations of Cicero, until every avenue of 
retreat was cut off. 1 hope America is not deftined W 
furnifh an example of this trei^onabk pertinacity \ 
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'. But were 1 to advcntutc an opinion I trottld affitm that> 
were the Vice-Prefidcnt now in this city, he would himfel^ 
' be mute ! Mr. Burr muft be confcious that the ofFeiiocs 
witH which he Hands accufed before the public are well 
^$$nded. Prudence, therefore, whofe imperious mandates 
urged him to prefcribe filcnce to the ^^ little hani^ would 
clofehis lips. No man l^nows how to manage difagreeable 
truths better than Mr. Burr I 

But this introduAion is deGgned to anticipate and to 
combat very diifferent topics from thofe already noticed, 
The charaflier faithfully drawn of Mr. Burr itt the fol- 
lowing pages, is fo complex^, fo ftript of precife and 
indelible maiks j fo mutable, capricious, verfatfle, 
unfteady and unfixt, one to which no determinate name 
.can be given, and on, which no reliance can be placed, 
ibat ferious queftions <may arifefrom it. It appears that, 
from his Pebut pn political life, he has been every thing 
and nothing \ that he has been afcending the ladder of 
fame and pow^r by lAcans on whicli no honejl man can re- 
rpfleft with fatisfaftion ; and it may be added that all this- 
. mullhave been known to thofe who raifcd him to his pre-' 
feat eminence in the government \ and being confcious that' 
l^c was no lefe djeflitute of a determinate principle thanT' 
of political confiftency, it were criminal to exalt him to aai 
Height from M'hich he might hurl deftruftion upon the 
people. This, it muft be admitted, has fome weight V it: 
has , at leaft a plaufible appearance. 

.1 capdidly coufefs I am one of thofe who were unac- 
quainted with the tiue chara^cr of Mr, Burr, until hi« 

iingular condu£l: fince the Elef^ion of Mr. JefFerfon, in- 
4H«ed me to examine the more early parts of it. I may g» 
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fiifther and with Cncerity and truth aver, that I was friend- 
ly to his eIe6tion to the office of Vice-Prcfident. And 
yet had I then known that portion of Ms charaaer which 
relates to the period antecedent to his elevation, I 
fiiottld have viewed aiyfetf as a wretch unworthy to infpiris^ 
-^le breath of freedom, had 1 not zeateufly and with all my 
«»igJl^. cypofed it. I fhould have viewed Mr. Burr as a 
dangerous man; as one truly .unfit for the exalted ftatioif 
he now fills. For I hold it to be a maxim from which de- 
partures cannot with fafcty'bc made, that public agents, 
cfpecially the higheft officers of ftate, ought to be men of 
ftciidinefs and rc£litude of principle, and of morals fpot^ 
kfs. I he(itate not to iay, on ^ full view of the fubjefV, 
that Mr. Burr had no titlq to any of dicfe -good" qualities. 
If our public agents be corrupt, the nrralady will fprcad like 
a peftilence 3 and when m^orals flfiill become only a namer 
to varniih over crimes, the folid bafis of freedom will be 
yremoved) and the ftruduKC maft inevitably fall. 

This may tend to {how the neceffiry there is for infer-' 
Illation, aft well as its energy in a free ftate. In a defpoticr 
one, it may make a flave miferable by making him fenfiblc * 
of his condition ; but in our country , it is the foul that ahl-* 
mates, and which is alone competent to uphold;^ the body'* 
politic. 

'. It will give no offence to th^e Majefty of truth to fay, Aat 
the People, the great mafs, were, like ajg/i^ ftrangersto 
the condudi of Mr. Burr. It is doubtlefs to this ignorance 
of charaaer that he owes his elevation. The pe(^le can- 
not, wittingly, be guilty of a/r h dejk* 

But the con^uQ; of Mr. Burr mud have been known to 
thpfe whofe Ctuations in life enab^lcd them to obferve it* 



Of this not a doubt can be entertained ; and it would 
fee/n criminal for fuch to conceal it. Yet, while hopes of 
reformation were chcriflied, while Mr. Burr did not appear 
incorrigible, it might have feemedto them expedient to ab- 
ftain from a public expofition of his chara£ler. Indeed, it is ii\ 
extreme cafes only that fuch A procedure can be juftifiaWcw 
The prefent is one of them. His defe£ts now appear to 
be inveterate and incurable ; and their obftinacy, without 
a timely and falutary remedy, may endanger the tranquil 
ty ;ind freedom of the ftates* 

I have endeavoured to reprefcnt the charaflcr of Mr. 
Burr in its true light. In doing this I have been adu« 
ated only by thofe confiderations for the public welfare 
which every good citizen muft feel.^ My opinion may 
be erroneous ; it may be the eSc€t of an over-ardent 
zeal for public liberty ^ I hope it is fo^ though I am perfua-i 
ded it is not. I have done, however, what appeared to me 
to be my duty, without /ear or the cxpcftation of /el^ 
reward. I have warned the people of an evil of great 
magnitude : it is for tkem to apply a remedy^ 
New'T^ri^ June %zd, i8o«. 



VIEW, &c. 



'^ When you Jliall thde nslueky Deeds relatey 
fipeak of them as they are ; nothing ezlCDuatc 
Nor fet down aught in Malice." 



AlR. BURR conuneiiced his public career in the 
revolutionary army. He accompanied the illuftrioua 
Montgomery in his attack on Quebec. At that period 
he was quite a youth. In the revolutionary fervice he 
filled, at difierent times, iubordinate pofts ; but he retired 
from it feme years previous to the ceflation of hoftilities. 
Although not diftinguiflied by the brilliancy of his miU<» 
tary exploits, he left the aimy, it is believed, with unfuUi'- 
«d reputation. 

• 
For many years pofterior to the .peace of 17S3, Mr. 
Surr appears to have been an indifferent fpe£tator of paf- 
fing events. During the memorable difcuiCons which 
took place on the acceptance, by the States, of the Federal 
Conftitution, and which excited in Europe, as well as in 
America, the moft lively fenfibility ; Mr. Burr was dor- 
mant. In an event fo momentous, which laid the founda- 
tion of this flouriihing empire, hnrarmed the hearts of the 
hoary, and commanded the attention of the unconcerned^ 
to behold fuch extreme infenfibiiity, is a phenomenon. 
Cupidity^ however, appears to have been an attribute of 
Mr. Burr from his youth upwards. He contemplated^ 
m £lence, the two conflicting parties. Afpiring to power 
and diftmi^ion, he meditated on which iic of the poytical 

B 



Scales he could throw his weight with moft advantage 
to himfclf. In this ftate of irrefolution he continued until 
the year 1789, when he made his eledlion, and ranked 
himfelf among thofe who had then, and who havft ever 
fince, denominated themfelves Federalijls. Mr. Burr. 
therefore began his poUtical life in oppofttion to the Republic 
can party. 

Such was his Debut : henceforward we (hall view him 
on the theatre of politics, adding and being afted upon. 

At an early period the Mechanics of the City of New-» 
York, petitioned the State Lcgiflature for an.* a£t of incor^* 
poration. Mr. Burr's oppofition in the Legiflaturc, to the 
petition, was the iirft part of his poUtical condu£b which 
excited public attention. His reafons for that oppofition 
arc not exaftly known 5 but it is prcfuraed that he antici- 
pated dangerous confequences from an afibciaticm of men 
whofe political fentiments were advcrfe to thofe which he 
at that time efpoufed. , - 

We next fee Mr. Bur.r a£ting a prominent part in % 
more extended fpher«, and • avowing his fentiments with 
great explicitnefs. In the year 1789, the triennial Elec- 
tion for Governor of this State recurred. Emphatically 
in the State of New- York, the two great parties who 
now devided the Union, were, at the early period of our 
exigence as an Independent Nation, diilxn£ily and in- 
delibly marked. The political animofities to which the ' 
difcuffions of the Federal Conftitution gave birth, were ^ 
frefh, lively, and vigorous, la the State Convention the 
line of. demarkation between the two oppofite parties, wa^ ' 
accurately drawn and difinitively fettled. The fedird 
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Ipafty, as it is fpecioufly but fpurioufly terrrtedi was com- 
pounded, in fome fort, of diffonant materialsi It em- 
braced, and ftill continues to admit, men who were not 
only hoftile in fentiment, but who tool up arms againft' the 
te volution ; as well as many, who, from whatever motive, 
contended in the cabinet and in the field in its defence^. 
A variety of propitious circumftances concurred to favour 
their ftratagems and crown their efforts with fuccefs. 
Their triumphant advocation of what may be juftly 
termed the peccant parts of the Conftitution, yielded thenv 
a tranfient afcendency* The eventual acquiefcence of the 
Union in the adoption in grofs of the Federal Cohftitu- 
tion, was erroneoufly viewed by them as a derclidlion alf 
the - Revolutionary fentiment. Miftaking the cSt£t for 
tjie caufe, fluftied with imaginary vi<ftory, and reeling 
with its inebriating effeSs, they confidered the Unitedt 
States. as having capituhted to the do£krincs of the « Oid 
^hoal /*' and they fanguinely hoped that, hj proper manage^ 
dnent^ Ae polity which had been exploded at the point of 
the bayonet, might be tranquilly and fuccefsfully re- 
vived* 

Among thofe who were anxious to apply judicioufiy the 
pruning knife to the Conftitution, and to add to the fecii- 
rity of freedom by appofite amendments, governor Clin- 
ton and chief Juftice Y^^tes ftood confpicuous. The latter 
was a member of the Convention in which the Conftitution 
©ruinated, bttt he early feceded from it, fince it tranf^ 
cended its inftrtt£iions and exhibited a fpirit incom- 
patible with the manifcftations of the public will. Th^ 
former was a member of the Convention of this State, 
faftituted to confider the propofcd Conftitution. Theif 
fcatiments, as to the main queftion harmomaed. They * 



were alike zealous and genuine .friends of freedonii atii 
equally^ a<^iTe and indefatigable in its defence. Of the 
propriety and expediency of amendments to the Conftitu- 
fion, the Republicans and the Federalifts differed in 
opinion. The former were felicitous to add amendments 
fo the Cbnftitution anterior to its adoption; the latter 
for its adoption without them: they were willing to 
run the rifk of fubfequent emendatbns. Judge Yates and 
governor Ciinton advocated the propriety of previous 
amendments* 

It was deemed expedient to give this general outline of 
the ftate of parties in the year 1789, to enable the reader 
fo forma diftba idea of the condud of Mr. Burr at that 

. But diough the fedcraKfts had been generally fuccefs- 
fulin refitting the falutary amendments to the conftitutiom 
propofed in different Conventions; though the people 
at largey under the then exiftirtg circumftances, wifclf 
preferred the actoption of the Federal Conftitution, im- 

* pcrfefk as it was, to the antecedent ftate of things^ they 
were far from having abandoned Republican tenets. Of all 

* queftions of State polity, apart from that of the Federal 
Conftitutibn^ the Republican: party were the more power- 
ful of the two. It is however conceded that the difcuffion 
of the Conftitution, and circumftances which naturally 
grew out of the Iwiown imbecility of the old Confede- 
ration, of which they dexteroufly availed themfelves, gave 
a tone and vigour to the Federal or Anti-Repiiblican par* 
ty, by condenfing their numbers and impurttng tpthema 



Stratagem b generally the concomttant of weakaefs $ 
and to this the Federali.fts of this State had reCpurfe to 
fttbdue by dividing the Republican party. It is prefumed 
that this artful projedl was principally the work of Gene- 
ral Hamilton ; its execution, however, was aided by all the 
«eal and a^ivity of Mr. Burr. 

At that period, (1789) the return of the Elc£lion 
of the Chief Magiftrate, George Clinton was governor 
of this State. The Republicans refolved to fupport hi» 
re-etedlion, and the Federalifts to oppofe it. ' The latter 
£xed upon Judge Yates as their candidate, in the hope 
that, by dividing the Republican party, they might tri- 
umphantly rife on their ruins. Judge Tates, who was a 
found whig, fo far committed an error as to permit him- 
(elf to be fupported by the Federalifts in oppofition to the* 
Republican candidate. 

As ufual, a federal committee m this city were organi- 
sed, of which General Hamilton was chairman. Of this 
fed^al committee, Mr. Burr was an active and dtftinguifred 
tnemker. He was however, evidently eclipfed by the 
General, who was at that time the fpoiler and the fpoiled 
child of the federal party. This celebrated committee 
were not ina£live. Their appeals to the public through 
the prefs were numerous, and diftinguiflied by acrimony 
and inveflive. In an addrefs of the committee, figned 
« Alexander Hamilton, Chairman^"* the Republicans and 
their then Governor, are charged, in language extremely 
intemperate, with defigns.to fubvert the Conftitutkm 1 
and thofe hackneyed and unmeaning epithets^ now 

? Sea Mc. Lean's Gazette^ April a8, 1789. 
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fo liberally applied by the federal party to the gcnuind 
friends of the Conftitution and the fupportcrs of the ad-* 
miniftration^ are ufcd with great freedom. Were the 
idlegations well founded, it was unfortunate for Hamil- 
tdn and Btirr that their own candidate, Judge Yates, had, 
with Govenor Clinton, uniformly oppofed the unfound 
parts of the I^edcral Conftitution : they had been alike 
zealous and aftive to obtain a more per f eft one. 

,Tfae exertions of the party, however, with Hamiltoit 
and Burr. at their head, failed of fuccefs. Governor Clin* 
toawas re^ekftcd by a large majority. 

Ifwasfoon difcovcred that Mr. Burr viewed with en- 
vy*^ the fuperior eftimation in which the federal party held 
his rival General Hamilton. The fame ardently afpiritig 
fpirit which governs him now, fwayed him then. Like 
Caefar, he could not brook a fuperior. They were jea* 
lous rivals at the bar; but in the view of the federal par- 
ty. Burr, in comparifon of Hamilton, was truly a fcconda- 
ry charafter. This mortifying confideration, together 
with the afcendency of the Republican party, manifefted 
in tile deftion of the Governor, and the appointment of 
Hamilton to the ofGce of Secretary of the Treafury in 
preference to himfelf, have always been confidered as the 
caufeof Mr. Burr's uniting himfelf to the Republicans. 

Here Mr. Burr exhibited a memorable inftance of an 
mcscmmodating difpofition. In 1791, the feat of General 
Schuykr, a Senator of this State in .the Senate of the 
United States, became vacant. General Schuyler's fifcal 
cipquirements wf r€ known .to ,be great '5 and there was 
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good'reafon to believe,- tliat he had a conGderable. (hace^ ii^ 
projefting^ and maturing thofc injurious plans of his Son« 
in-law, the then Secretary of the Treafury,. which werQ 
fanftioned by an infatuated majority in the National Go- 
vernment. Hence it was deemed important tofupercedQ 
him in the Senate by one lefs attached to the funding fyf* 
tem of Great-Britain, and more to the fubftantial interefts 
of his country. This was within the power of our Staie-^ 
Legiflature, a majority of whom were Republican. li 
was fuppofed that Col. Burr, whp was mw pn the Refub^ 
Ucan fide of th^ houfc, would, from his infuperable diflike 
cf Hamilton, oppofe his funding and odier peniicioaa 
fchemes ; and having received from him afliirances that 
he would advocate Republican meafures^ he was eleAed 
to fill the vacant feat in the Sena|:e, on the ipth day o€ 
January, 1791, 

Here Mr. Burr's ambition was fomewhat gratified, and 
thofe wounds which the appointment of Hamilton tq tli^ 
office of Secretary of the Treafury inflifted, were cicatrized 
by the Republican party, againft whom he originally ap- 
peared on the theatre of politics. 

Nothing very remarkable in the conduft of Mn Burr 
occurred until April 1792, the returning period of the 
general eleftion for Governor. One would imagine that 
gratitude for the fignal benefits conferred uponhim,**^ 
would have induced him cordially to unite his exertions 
with thofe of the Republican party. But Mr. Burrfecms 
to have been indifferent to any intereft but his own. He 
was abforbed in felf-love : he had only one objed iii 

• Mr. Burr waa appointed Attorney General #f this Stato, 
^nd filled tliat office when he was cleftcd to a feat ia th^ Na- 
H^nsil Senatf. 
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Mcvr, the gratification of an all grafping never to be fatis« 
fied ambition ^ and this he purfued with cxhauftkfs 
ardour and indefatigable adivity. But as it is with him 
now, fa it was then, the very means he employed for the 
attainment of his wifhes, were of all others the belt calcu« 
lated to defeat himfelf. 

The Republican Intercft again determined to fupport the 
re-eleftion of Governor Clinton : the Fediralijis were 
fomewhat at a lofs for a Candidate \ their former one. 
Judge Yates, having declined to be held up againft the 
Goverhor.* In this fituation of affairs, Mr. Burr deemed 
it expedient to caufe himfelf to be announced as a candi- 
date in oppofition to the one whom the Republicans had 
agreed to fupport. This was done in the full expe^ation 
that the Fedcralifts would readily and cordially unite to 
raife him to the Chief Magiftracy of the StatD-*-According- 
ly correfponding exertions were made by a few of Mr» 
Burr's friends.f A meeting was held in die city confid- 
ing of fevcnteen perfons enly^ who agreed to fupport him 
in oppofiti^n to the Governor. This meeting was com- 
pofed partly, of his perfonal friends, who then rcCded in 
the city, and others from the country ; the principal part of 
whom were Fediraltfts. It was foon, however, perceived^ 
^hat nothing could be done by a number fo fmall, without 
tijie aid of one of the great contending parties ; and it wa» 
found, in defpite of the many machinations which were 
•mployed, that the adherence of the Republicans to the 

* See Greenleaf 8 Journal, and Patriotic Regiflcr, February 
i9ih, 1792. 

t It fecms the Vicc-Prefidcnt had a '* lit^ hitnd," as the 
^ American Citisen".t«rin9 a few of l^^iherfmn^mg &iiftdr» 
^vtn at tkat early period. 
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C^oYetnoti could not be (haken. Application was t)ievi>. 
ibre made to xht federal /party, by a few of Mr. Burr'i 
friends; and it is prefomed with his concur rejfice, |p take 
liim up as their candidate. Here General Schuyler, to 
^bom the application was made, found himfelf in a deli^* 
'cate (ituation. It was the policy of lumfelf and his party 
to avail themfelves of aixy and every mean to obtain af- 
cendency over the Republican$i ;; but he eould not forget 
%hat he was fuperceded in the Senate by Mr. Burr ! Dur- 
ing the negotiation a federal meeting was called, and a 
committee appointed to wait on Mr. Jay, to requeft him 
to confent to be confidered their candidate for the office 
of Governor.* Mr, Jay gratefully accepted the offer, to 
the infinite difappointment and mortification of Mr. Burr 1 

At this time Mr. Btirt was aft l^hiladelphia, where the 
Senate i>f the United States were in feffioik Immediately 

* Hie IRefblution of tht federal meeting is as fbllqwi \ 
•' Whereas fome doubts have been expreffed, whether Affw 
Jay would j^rv^ in the oifece of Governor of this ft ate, therefore 
Refolved^ that a cottilHittee be appointed to -wait on Mr. Jay» 
and communicate our wifhes for his "elciflron, as a mtafure, iii 
our opinion, highly conducive to the honour and happinefs of 
die Hate, and requcft him to declare his confent to ierve, if h§ 
has thefuffragds of his fellow citizens.** The committee hav- 
ing accordingly waited on Mr. Jay, with a copy of the preceding 
tefolution, rejwried, that Mr. Jay had autho' i zed them to in- 
form the meeting, that he had confented to be propofed as a 
candidate for the office of Covernor, at the enfuing ele<!^ion, 
and that it would give hiin great fatisfaftion to ferve his fellow 
tiiizexis \ti that office, if honoured with their iuffrages." 

(Signed) JOHN ALSOP, Chairman, 
♦ • * iriecnlWf* Pttriotic Regiftci, March J, 1792, 

c 



^fter it was known that the propofitlon had bten made t# 
Mr. Jay» and that he had'affentcd to. it, two of Mr. Burr's 
friends were difpatched to meet him at Princeton, in 
Ncw-Jerfcy. Here a confultation was held, and it appear- 
ing that there was no profpcflof fuccefs from either pmrty^ 
4t vr^fagely concluded that Mr. Burt's friends fhould de- 
clare his di/imlination Co be a candidate ! This ridiculous 
farce was accordingly announced in the papers ! ^ Gover- 
nor Clint:on was re-elefled. 

Hcnceforwai:d one yould imagine Mr* Burr would 
throw off this duplicity, affume a definite charafter, anck 
z€t the part of a wife and upright Statefman. The cha<9 
grin, which, labouring under this accumulated load pf dif<^ 
grace a man of ordinary fenfibility muft hav^ felt, wouJA 
have induced expiation by future exemplary condu£l:. 
$ut Mrw Burr's purliuts wsre not to be impeded by peb- 
bles f 

Still were Ms views dlreflcd to the Chief Magiftracy of ■, 
atit State Government. He entertained no hopes of a 
foreign Embaffy from the Federal executive. Washing- 
ton knew his chara£3;er, and it was now generally believ- 
ed would never confer an office upon hiin. 

T Greenleaf notices this annunciation of Mr« Burr's extreme 
delicacy in the foUov^ing paragraph* 

" We hear from Albany, that every exertion is niaklhg to pro* 
mote the imerell of Mr. Jaj ; and from fundry Other places 
that the fame xeal is manifeiling itfelf for Mr. Clinton. Mn 
Murr'sfmnds having declared his unwillingne/s to be a candi- 
date ; thefe two powerful competitors, left fole poITefibrs of 
the ground, have a fair opportunity to try their acknowledged 
merits for the exalted office of Governor of this fiate/' 

Jsuraal^ and Patriotic Rej|;ii(tsr, March 7th, 17921^ 
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Ill 1794 and the early part of 1795, the health of Go- 
vernor Clinton was much impaired. Labouring under 
l)odily infirmity, he intended to decline the acceptance of 
a re-€lc£iion which was tendered him by the Republican 

ijarty. The Gk)vemolr, however^ obferved a judiciou^* 
i|ence on the fubjefl: of his rcfignation, and communicated 
his intention to decline a re-ele£tion to a few confidential 
friends only. It was forefeen that a two early difclofurc 
of his intentions, would, in all probability, be attended 
with injurious confequences ; that vari6us candidates 
would arife, and clafliing pretenfions be urged, which might 
fo diftraft the party as to prevent unanimity upon any one 
candidate. The State Legiilature were to meet at Pough- 
keepfie, on the 6th of January, 1795, but the Governor's 
ill health preventing his attendatice at that placc^ the feat, 
of deliberation was transferred to New-York, where they 
met on the 2oth. It wa^ deemed expedient for the Gover- 
nor to announce his intention to decline to be a candidate 
s^t the approaching ele&ion, at this time and place only^ 
where a general meeting of the Republican party was ex- 
pefled, and vr)iete the jarring pretenfions of the rival 
candidates might be imperatively fettled by as large a num- 
ber of Republicans as could be conveniently got together.. 
Accordingly on the 22d, Governor Clinton, and on the 
24th of January, Pierre Van Courtlandt, die venerable 
Lieutenant Governor, announced in. the papers their *d^^ 
dining a r6»ele£tion* . 

Mr. Burr was fenfible that the federal party were now 
committed to Mr. Jay, and that he had nothing to expefb 
froxh them at the then co^mg ele£tion. The finaU diance 

f Grcenl«aP$ RcgijRtfr, Januaty aStb, 1795. 
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he Bad was with the Republican party, and to them all hi* 
attention was direded. To fucceed it was neceffary that 
Governor Clinton {hould not be the Republican candidate. 
He, therefore, long before it was generally known that the 
Governor intended to decline a re-eleftion, and even pre- 
Tious to the meeting of the Lcgiflature at Poughkeepfie, 
fixed his mind on this effential point. A projeft wag 
\ reforted to, to compel the Governor, by ftratagem, to de- 
cline. Various attempts under plaufible pretexts were 
accordingly made ; and it is believed, indireftly on the 
part of Mr. Burr.. A letter was written, by three Repub- 
licans* of this city to an influential member of the Legif- 
lature,^ then (on the 6th of January)- in leflion at Pough- 
keepfie,. cauiioufl'y worded, but evidently intended to 
unite the Republican party in reprefenting to Governor 
Clintoni the expediency of his declining, and the. 
propriety: of taking up Mr. Burr in his ftead- The 
refpeftable member to whom, the tetter was addrefs- 
cd very properly refented and' expofed the fineffe. It wa» 
his opinion that the finger of Mr. Burr was vifible in tlic 
tranfaftion ; and it was apprehended, from thisfamglci of 
intrigue, that Mr. Burr would continue hi« attempts un-. 
duly to influence the opinions of individuals inhiis favour,, 
aiid by fo doing palmhimfelf upon the party againft their 
better judgment. Meafurcs were taken to counterafb 
this defign. A meeting of the Republicane was had, vi ho. 
linanimoufly rciblved to fiipport Governor Clinton if he 
wifhed to ferve. An ultimate decifion was however de^ 
ferred until it could be known at New- York, (to which 
place the Legiflaturc intended to adjourn,) whether the 

• The writer kn«wji their names, and the contents of th« 
'letter. Delicacy preven/s his mentioning the former. OAe«£ 
ihem is a mesoiber of the g relent Utth iantL 
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CovernSt w ouf t r TTcnre again or not, and where a hxgtr 
meeting of Republicans was expefted* 

After the rcfignation of Governor Clinton at New-» 
York was publicly announced, a meeting of about forty 
influential Republicans, from various parts of the State, 
principally members of the Lfgiflature, was called ; and on 
ai plenary view of the fubjcft, it was agreed to decide by 
ballot who fhould be the candidate. As ufual the perso- 
UAL friends of Mr. Burr were peculiarly aflive. All their 
{arts of fimulation and diifimulation were adroitly em- 
ployed. Of the forty votes, however, Mr. Burr had no 
more than SIX ! Not a member of the Legiflature nor a 
peribn who refided out of the city it is believed voted for 
him. Thofe who gave him their fufFrages, were his mere 
perfonal friends who refided in the city, and who were 
fuppofed to be viftims of his intrigue. The refult fhew- 
cd the infignificance of his influence and the inferiority of | 
his pretenfions. Judge Yates was the candidate whom 
the meeting agreed to fupport. This gentleman, though 
he permitted himfelf in the year 1789, to be held up by the 
federalifts for the oflice of Governor, which was an error, 
never abandoned his party. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that Mr. Burr, who in Ae 
year 1789, fupported with fo much zeal the eledionof 
Judge Yites in oppofition to Governor Clinton, would, 
with no lefs ardency, aid his eleQion in 1795. But Mr.- 
Burr could not forget that he was himfelf the unfuccefs- 
ful Candidate, and Judge Yates his fortunate rival. Pur* 
fuing that felfifli, non-difcript, but ambitious fyftem, 
which had hitherto marked his political fteps, in fullen dif-* { 
appointment he folded his arms and retired witlunlus 
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fcell. During the deClion, he obferved a ftria neutrality 
between the Caindidates. This ' condcfb plainly beipoke 
the opinionj that if he could do nothing for himfelfi he 
u^ould do nothing for the party to whom Ke was fuppofed 
to be attached. Mr. Jay having prevailed over Judge 
Yates, the federal party, for the firft time, obtained an 
afcendency in the State Government^ which they main«> 
tained for five years. 

Mr. Burr's feat in the fenate of the United States be*' 
came vacant March 3d, 1797, but the Sate Legiflat^re be* 
ing Tkorv federal^ he was not re-ele£ted. 

This year he was a candidate for the Vice Prcfident, but 
of the 138 votes he had only thirty. << His political 
ilanding- was {0 young, himfelf fo little known generally^ 
and his fentiments^ where they were underftood, were view- 
cd as fo very ambiguous, that his preteniions were rather 
a fubje^ pf ridicule than of f erious import. At the liame 
time, he was fufpe£ked of having tampered with fome of 
the federal party in our State Legiilature. It was fuppof* 
cd that John Bird, and Thomas Morris were in his inter* 
eft ; and it was contemplated, and in fa& attempted to 
hold up a ticket of federal ele£lors, who, from their inti- 
macy with Mr. Burr, would probably vote for him. A% 
an evidence of this intrigue the reader is referred to th« 
Journal of the Aflerably, which, to any one acquainted 
with the perfons then in the Legiflature, will fufficiently 
indicate it." 

Still Mr. Burr's intrigue and want of a ftcady uniform 
principle, were known but to a few perfons, and thcfc 
deemed it prudent (t will not fay vitib what wifdom) t« 
conceal them. 



During the time Mr. Burrwasin thefcderalSeiuite,fewpartf 
' questions of moment occurred. The Federal Government 
was then in its infancy of error, if not of iniquity. He oppo- 
sed) however, with zeal and firmness that noxious instru- 
ment, the British Treaty. In this, his conduct w^s highly 
acceptable to the Republican party, and obtained deserved 
applause. 

Tn this year ( 1 797) Mr. Burr was elected a member of the 
State Assembly for the city of New-York. X^^s was the 
first time, for some years, the Republicans had been suc- 
cessful in that city. The rapidity with which Federal 
measures approached to despotism, diminished t^Ue num-^ 
bers of the Federal and strengtbcuied the Republican p^^rty. 
The weakness of the Federalists was indeed sQapparea^ ta 
themselves, that, to add vigour to their party, they dcemedL 
it C2^p^dient tp compose their ticket of Republicans %Bd^ 
Federalists. By exhibiting this conciliatory dispofiitioiH 
tWey looped to retain a portion of that power, the whole aC 
i|hich they wcj^e in danger of losing. 

The following session of the Legislature, was, in variotis 
respects, important. The temporary ascendency of.the 
Federal party was evidently on the wane. The sun oC 
Republicanism, which had sustained Ji traij9ient eclipse^ 
■was emerging resplendent from its pretematutal obscurity*^ 
The election for Governor was to occur the ensuing year- 
Success materially depended on the \risdom and vigour oC 
eur measures ; on cherishing the party by a cordial enter- 
change of sentiment, and by pursuing steps aalculatedt% 
dininish the numbers and attenuate the spirit of our op- 
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ponents. Mr. Burr, however, was br from promoting th«u 
\ ©ne or contributing to effect the other. In the Legislature, hd 
neither exhibited that fiitnness nor activity for which so much 
credit has been improperly given him. He appeared rathei?- 
as an isolated individual, belonging to no party, than a 
warm and active friend of the Republican cause. Hd 
y rarely if ever attended a Republican meeting, and never, 
it is believed, wrote a single line in support of freedom. 

In 1798, a year distinguished by Federal terror ani 
proscription, the election for Governor of the State oc- 
curred. Mr. Burr was now sensible that it would neither 
be proper nor availing for himself to be held up as the Re* 
publican candidate. For that exalted office Chancellor 
Livingston was supported by the Republican party. While 
Mr. Burr abstained from opposing the nomination of the 
Chancellor, he studiously avoided doing any thing to pro- 
mote his election. The Chancellor was, however, honour- 
ably and spiritedly supported by the great body of hia 
friends : Mr. Burr was the only man of note in .the party 
who appeared listless of the event. 

Notwithstanding, circumstances conspired to favour the 
re-election of his opponent, Mr. Jay, who succeeded by a 
large majority. But although we lost the election of the 
learned candidate for the office of Governor, we acquired 
strength in th^ Legislature. A Republican representation* 
with the exception of one man, was again sent from the 
oity of New-York j and in this representatiou Mr. Bi*^' 
was inciudeoL 
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We sfaaH now take a cursory view of his condiKt ia^e ( 
A^emblj^y and' see how far it tarkfxftorabk to |dmself». or 
-mShrd^ to the party who hare Ihithelto givcoi Um their 
Atq>port| reasanable ground' of conidente. r . . 

. .Itlita been already stated thdt Mr< Biorr rarely attended 

thje meetings of the Republican member^tif tibe Legisla* 

ture ; it may be added that .in< htii ia^iTidua} kiunaowi^ 

ivith.them, be manilested a stiff and! un&iandly jesfcve* 

J||6 aiji^ays.^^iipearM intent upon playing tbf partof a im^ 

i^ther than that of anAcfnofi comprehensive, andp|t>f<^un4 \ 

statesman. With the, eyes <^ a lynx« i^e was^fn^i^ m^ 

w^hjo ponyert incidental circumstances to* his.piiv^e 

^vai^t^e^ to the furtherance of his immea^umbly amU-^ 

tious viie^, than to seize and appropriate theni.tfithe pub^ 

lic^ w^aJ. -Whil^ therejfore he was (d&stmste^ by the Fede-^ 

rali$J^„ Ije was suspiB^ted.by his ow^kparty, Qxx trying 

;vnd deUcate questions^ or such as might expose hiox tq the 

oJflpy^Y and censure of his opponcmsy he w;a3 backward in 

e^i^^g bis sentiments* He was known to mingle with, 

^. .opposite party in the 'Legislature, and frequently to i 

miuiifest a double. ^£rQt)t. His targivcputing'-coiiiduct on 

mwy important pointsi iunushed sibu^d^t reason tp sua*. 

pect the purity of his views, and the sinperity of his poUticaJ 

pri^sions* He.jrequently, exiubited solicitude for ithe 

supcess pf federal measures .in the house, by a wary avdid* 

ance of imposition to them; -measures which could not be 

carried without vitally injuring the cause he ostensibljh 

espoused* Proof of this assertion shall be addueed* • 

D 



* ^'ilse fear i9!^» a £k)UDC2lof Ai^pisinflnenr be 

^o^«" 'Tbt RepDi^caas eIec(edJIIr« Djexmmg/.(a'!R^ 
^labfiotttf^ tttt^ ktmemb«rs»i John Ad^oa '"and £befi&- 
zer Foote> were the 'Joext- Ivd xand^<ktes;Hie foisne? a 
Eefiudlican^ the latter a Federalist* In the election of Mr* 
t)eiltiing, ilt »ra9a|^a]2^attl]]at.tixer Republicans had^aiia- 
joiiff f 'Ia»dt Mth .{Proper : atteiftiqn; diitf Imaj^vity ^aij^ 
Aa:i^^eif^rb6^eiit m th^ eltcitldii f^'«i^ery xrM3»ti>^r tf^ tb^ 
<^iiti^ * it^vm W f^c^iie >diik'^piK9M^t-the election c^ 
Fitotc) ^h<6S« hatiS^ 6f &^ fi^pulfrieea&'liraft S^bet and ifi»» 
|>Iaelabl^*'''CERetJpreen^M^ ho<v^ye¥) ^ 

^^^dSA M^Miahge of senfi^Selft :ha€f not in the kast be^ 
ihlemipt^b^*tR€^t)^'sing events of ttie day; '• Their itoiC 
taiejr* l^lokiii ^dix^y ih€vt friendship apparently mutufiSjr 
^waiaxid 'sincere* Footc vas always a strenuous iuppbr-^ 
. ter '6f Mr; Buiir. In 1^9^ he was one of those who noihi-^ 
idtti^ him for the eiiecutive office in t^positioA to' Gfover- 
lio^GISftttW^'l^tts wds'thepriiod when Mr. Biirr, after 
HsiitalielSs^beett'aBiitmnced for the eflice, andaflerit 
tras asceit^ed that neither the Rt/m6iSysm tiotFe^ereiis^ 
Tlould giva'Mm^upp6rt> caused lus uri^Umgne^ 4k> he held^ 
U|> as a ^o«^4ate«^firi^ discovered at t^e ccmsaltatlok had-^ 
at^i^nceti&l>^t6l)e deelared in the public papers ! .In lT9$y 
BootaIag^a^6|aiie1fo!>Ward inttopport of Mr. Barr^and at a 
nseeting at:^Newbargh> got:hiii|'nominated for Gov^nor 
inuippoahionJta'Judge Yate8,4he Republican candidate. It 
w^ ifdt to%toti]|^secl}lhat soniuch Zealand activity would 

f icieadify ibr^ottefi by Mr. Bu#i»,.t^d felt a B 
tion of thewfiik.thcKouse,"on the quiestionof Foote's elec* 
tion to the Council of Appointment* Mr. Burr, however, was 
delicately situated. On the one hand be could not with pro- 
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{Mrbly vote agunst the imrQr to whon Ite iwd^^Q^ 
attached ; and on theothbiV he thought itiK^.^eaifj^ient to 
disoblige Foote, who Affrfheeny and who wi^^f.oo^iUtui^ 
occaiMOfhs be) useful to him. • There wa» onlf (me €^^q>e4ie»t 
to w!)ich Mr* Burr could have, recoi^rse: to >g^t4i^ioFr the 
difficulty., and to his perspicacity Ifais'ura^palpable, it- wds 
stMpIyto absent'himself.&om tlie house till Uie. questioH 
on the two candidates wei^ taken^: which he accordingly 
did, and Foote prevailed, 49 to 47 votes* * ./Ehia cobduct 
of Mr; Burr did oot'iescape the notice of; the IRepublican 
Riembers, wlio were, generally of opinion that iieVw^i^thb 
pdncipd cause of the .defeat of the Republican^ oondidatie. 
Foote was the tnnin instrument in the Couneif dftfae J^rse- 
cutions subsequently sustained by the. Republicans. 

The next item ui; the catalogue of Mr. Burr's double deal** 
uig^.concerned the appointment of a state treasurer. .Y^jipg 
. Philig, the son of Gen. Schuyler, was mentioned by thp JJ^ 
deralists for the impprtant office. He was a. young noian^ho 
had no claim but that of connection. Mrw Burr employed 
every mean of which he was master, to induce the Repub* 
ILcans to vote for hinv His former conduct however had exr 
cited much suspicion, and his proposition was .9Ccording(.y 
rejected with suitable ^adain* It was tiiought that Mr. 
Burr had been tampering with the General, in the. hope 
of gaining something from his infiuen^i; in^the State. 

In August, 1798, Mr. Jay called? an e^tra meeting of the 
Legislature, for the double purpose of promoting the r^iga* 

f Sec Journal of the jtuemblyfor 1799. 
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rf termr, «itd secmduig the niad opentions of Joiiii Adams. 
To combat the spectres raised by this ex-administration* 
fortifications vftrt to be erected,and thecountry at once con- 
verted into iL'camp. Mr. Burr felt or feigned to feel the 
trcmulatioAs of the Federal concussion. He entered into 
the war-measures of the general and AUte adnunistrations, 
witH a aesJ worthy of the most mfariate Federalist of the 
times. His ardour for expending the money of the State 
en the war-projects of the day, was excessive. In the 
Asseml^ly^ he moved for aa appropriation of twelve hundred 
thoustmd 46/Z»%, to put the city he represented in a good 
State of defence. The moti6li, however, did not succeed ; 
fm hundred thousand dollars only were appropriated. 

It win hardly be believi5d that Mr. Burr partook of the 
general alarm which had been artfully excited. Recourse 
therefore to this pretence will not be had to justify his con- 
duct. Even his enemies allow him to be a man of coolness 
and calculation ; not much liable to female caprice or 
childiBh fear. He doiibtless knew that the care of the ge- 
nerid defence appertained solely to the general government : 
and that it was not only the duty but the interest of that 
government) to put in* the best state of defence the port of 
New-York, which pays into the National Treasury upwards 
ofthree millions of dollars annually. Beside, it ought to 
have been considered by Mr. Burr, that the General Gcrv^ 
cmmem brought us into the situation in which vre were 
placed, and that it was their exclusive business to get us 
out of it. Twelve hundred thousand dollars would have 
entailed on» our citizens endless taxation. 



'^Tlnt dashiag piioposttfoa of Mf«'Biiir, h<9wevei7 9fss not 
supposedto lia:r6'^been made without aa eye toihimself^ It 
was believed at the dihe^ that the gratnitf was not offered 
to the general government without' a Tiew to a commeiuni^? 
pate rct\im. ; It^was nimoured that Mr. Burr was to be ap-r 
pointed a Major General in the service of the United 
States, and it was supposed that he inished to be i Comv 
missioner to superintend «the expenditure of 'the twelve 
hundred thousand dollars ! 

The erection of a new office «to' superintend the exkctidti* 
of escheats on the part of the statue, was an object which now 
attracted the attention of the Legislature. This would have, ^ 
been a lucrative object, if rigidly attended to. It might com- 
prehend cases where a man died without heirs—where his 
relations were aliens— Where an alien held lands without 
legislative authority— where tlje conditions of a patent* 
such as a settlement, jfit^iin a given time,^ were not per- 
formed, and yrhere a corjpratign hojd more property than is 
allowed by the grant, oijf^l tq.cpmpiy with tfceprescrjp-^ 
tipns of the charter. Well .|^teAtioned men wished, to 
confine the powers ,aiid duties of the escheat^r to the 
two first points only. Bjut .Mr. Burr's plan comprehended 
them all. This would have shaken almost all the new 
landed property of the state, and much of the oJU. Charters 
would have yanished like enchanted groiuid before the 
magic rod of the escheator* Trinity Church would have, 
been shaken by this political ea,rthquake, an4 all the rick 
corporations whose incomes e:;ce^ their prescribed sums^ 
would have been at the mercy of this state infmi^tor. 



tfKulBim&eir paying.. all eiq^ences* Such ^rsis the schenne 
of Mi&Barr*. And whomcdb. 7<m think he inteaded .for 
«h|r escheated i Himiirlf 1 : Y^,reader» himself I The aeU 
|s]|n^ '^ the- plan komtsver transph^ed ; th^ inexpedi- 
eiK^jD^ tj«^ act^ia to conipi«iDeiiBtyearsei»e wiitf apparent^ 
and* .'nwtfic^»«qttentiy rejected* ! 

These proceedings were but poorly calculated to inspire 
QCpfideqq^i or establish popularity* 

% IS, however, admitted tl^at the conduct of Mr, Burr was- 
in some' respects, meritorious* But thi3 was more the ef« 
feet of incidental circumstances, thai* ofa* righteous prin- 
ciple steady and unbending in the pursuit of what is good* 

'6n'l£ei)rop(i8ed amen4lneiit of' the stitte of Massachu- 
s(ftts to tKc-fedfertil* constitu ion, Mr. Burr distinguish- 
ed himself in the legislature of tliis state. The amend- 
mint, as»itwasterrti'ed, ^e^t to disqualify pcrscms natur- 
liizfed &6TXk holding seats in congress. ' A iA^as\ire so illib- 
etid,' acrd inexpedient, could hardly be justified by any 
ivcnfe*' IJbne certainly existed ul* the ITnlted States' to* 
r'endef it even plausible. It seemed mofe the ttttct o£ 
jeUousy than of intemat danger^ It was an att!bmpf of a 
narfim mtndett tegulhtHrey worthy only of fnodefhMasad^ 
thutrpttsi td' deprive others of fliose privileges which they 
AcmselVds cr their aiiccfstors had enjoyed; which by 
tfiem were once deemed im important branch of genuine 
iteedom^ -and which can neVer be recalled without great 
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PC. li w^ t(^ Mt, mew Jtt its object^ ift J^-m^B 
g^^y,t.if9t4 wmj 4iiWtejJ #.|ife. CrtHatiB,>:i9»|t 

»*«?•. ^?J». i4«gw«UFf ifpot ;viD<}ict*T)s spirit ef JMms». 

fhvsrtts, ifi^afiiM^ 8tiU.ifloi»Triaible ja ^^ m9f)S»:m^ 

>rhenwf 1»n8W*rtfaatitcou^Mt,.«i^fl^^ 

WF^R^b4l%r^y/Wtemofpolkic»^ ... 
f ■ ' • . • ' ... 

.TbWAljje^dm^Rt WW opposed ^)y Mr. BHrrin..a»'ni 
«ec/;l>. „.B«tAew. let it be reajarlad, thathe Wao li^k 
^.fun. ..A TffBi^tj coffum^ of i federalists andjjambi 
can%-wertknDwn.^be^gainstk,.be&«it was di^ssed. 
>Vhile, p^e«fore, Mr. Burr's opposition to theam«^^^ 
w,« 9»r^ f f .oI)taioiD|5flpplaus4 ifrom the repuyica;i9,ij ^w 
*ot,.under all the circumstances, likely' ia render Vm.pe, 
culiarly obnoxious to the federalist?., , '. . * 

J^e sanje.reaspn wJiidjinAiced Afr. Bw to dittioguisb 
Wn»s^}f 9n tjjp subject of the.amendment, restiaioei ^iia» 
^n^e^re ipt^rertiifg ««psji«is of the alien • aad-sedi. ' 
^Ottlaws. Tfec^ ViR^aia and Kentucky resolution^,. rere 
defended, if defended at afl, in a spirit «f apathy, that 
bordered upon lisUesaiesv 'Tis true, Mr. Burr was in the 
^use, .and.voted against ^hefcdend resolution of ^rmte. 
But he neither exhibited thft aeal npr activity ,whidi- 
ft»Gf>Uld command, andwhiqh the ^£^e* and the.occW^; 
called for. . There '^as a kmm^e^er^i. majority in fevgr 
of censuri«5 those manjy r^^^Iutip^"^ a circan«U«ce,: 
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i^ich *lcsBenje* the formertcrdor of "Mn Burr.* Men cif 
fiifarknr talents were, therefore, ol^ged to api^ieil^ as^ ;tlie 
•tbampions ci lan^sln^, iU defended freedom.. Hfk 

•Swiitwottt, Tfhofcome forfrid-intht^ 
^s subBtimtes for the ledcSralresoldttons of c^nfiore, ap- 
{leaped as the Gofeh of ^flie- party. While tes zeal was 
admired) he tras' viewed as flushed forwartf ^ Mr. 
Burr, who was supposed to have written ^his resolutionsi 
As this timid and pusillanin^ous conduct emboldened the 
majority, it disc6uraged the other t>4rty. ' It was known 
thai Mr. SwartwoutV talents'did txqt%'him'for so 
prominent a station. Hence the genendt befief in the 
assembly, that his resolutions were penned by Mr. Burrj 
who Was afraid to appear in ft as the frank and intrepid 
defender of the cause, cast an unfriendly air of Vidicule 
upon if. ' The Virginia resolutions were censured by a 
majority of fifty to forfy-three^ 

I The sy^eins, which Mr.' Buri* originated^ wKilc iii fiie 
legislature, for two years, were the incorpofation of the 
Manhattan Company, a la's law, and an Insolvent l)ill.' 
Let these be the criteria of his disinterestedness, patrio* 
tism and abilities. . . ? - 

The pestilential disease, which prevailed in the City of 
New-York, excited a general alarm and sympathy tlirough* 
out the State. The Legislature had, on a late occasionV 
made a donation of forty-five thousand dollars, for the re- 
fief of the City. Whether the pestilence was of domestic 
origin, or foreign growth, it Vas not doubted but that a 



tilpplf of pmt water Wotild have a l^utarp 'efie<^ Knf 
pkOy therefore) which would sujqdy this d^stderatimi) was 
«mr^ of meeting ydtli a favorable reception. The ineorpora^ 
lion of the Manhattao Cexnpaay, .{ponuaed tUsi and accovd* 
w^lf passed. It. was perceived at thesaine tiime thatH 
, might be Ukade a pecumary ^stitution; hut the great b^e>* 
fits it promised the oitjr) silenced all ot^ectiona^ It ,haa^ 
mid9ubledl7, beecLof great service to the citizens in Us.xqo«' 
lued accommodations, and in supplying them with water* 
But it Is s^ a questiottf \rhether it may not in time be Toguit 
an instrument of hostility to the Republican cause. It has 
certainly not answered one great end of its institution^ that 
of purifying the streets of the City. Mr. Burr's motives, 
for his exertions to get the company incorporatedi wenrf^ 
known to be self-interested. He held a great number of 
shares in his own name, and in the names of others^ whom 
he got to subscribei to divide with him the re^onsibiUtf 
and censure ; and there is no doubt but his pecuniary ac* 
commodations frgpn the Bank) have been of essential ser^ 
vice to his affairs. 

The tax law has been found an iigurious and idle syst^ ; 
expetisive and unequal in its assessments, and difficult and ^7 
oppressive in its collections. It has undergone repeated 
modifications, but it still retidns a principle obnoxious to 
men of landed estates, that of taxing wild land or unpro* 
Uuctive property: and its distinction between exmiheratcd 
and non-enumerated articles, was found to be so frivolou* 
and mischievous, that it was abolished* 



\ -fHut tbtprimstf lobject of Mr. Burr's eseitipn» wm ttm 
1 4Mtfctioii^ a new hisolteot la#. This occii|Mcd hk Bioat 
iRde&tigiiUe AtteBdcin, and engaged -Ms niost anihialefl 
^ndeavottfs. It'passed ilie assemUy m the winter of 17dS^, 
iiurwas rejected in the Senate* It was the extension of the 
"BaHkntpt system' to all' Classes of people ; reiro^iectto^ in 
lb operation, and wonld hsre enable any persoi^to free 
Imnself from imprisbfihient.* It excited general alaml 
«unong tttU!ing men: and, however humane in its origiQ} 
and proper in a firosfiective operation, tended to injure 
fee RepubKcan cause by exciting apprehension and odium* 
It had also a tendency to injure Mr. Burr, by producing 
4i>Jious applications, and creating severe ammadverdons^ 
which, for the honor of human nature, it is hoped were 
imfouhded. 

'^ We hare thus briefiy and faithfully followed the foot* 
steps of Mr. fiiirr, from his first political walks to the year 
18C)0: when he was destined to occupy i greater space in 
the public eye. In retracing his steps, we see nothing to 
ai^laud, and less to admire. His career is indeed ¥a- 
rfagated ; but with hues calculated to offend rather than 
relieve the contemplative eye. The picture is an unplea- 
sant one ; "but the fault is in the originalj tiot in the ardst. ' 
Throughout there appears a winding, a convenient versa- 
tility; a spfecies of re^Tz^c? cunrdng^ which savours more of 
Scholastic disingenuity, than of guileless innocence* We 
perceive his eye steadily fixed upon the grand object of his 
ambition, and his body and mind moving, as a seriienty 
heedless of the means by which he might attain it. In his 
c^oniuct, there is nothing amiable, disinterested, nxagnani- 



mensv occpHUiotJc^ , No part of his p«iitic(al ^ks ^peai# 
to have been irradiated b)r the sun^shine of patrloti^og 
Selfishness impelled him- to action. Himself y^as the prim«^^ 
•y, his country the secondary object of all his pursuits, ■ . ^ 

We now proceed tp xoyisider the more important par^. of 
his political life ; thajt portion -of it. which has cabled .,fi:irtU 
t^e present examination. It is the mpre interesting, sinc^ 
it is that in which we are more immediately con<Jcrned. ,^ * 

The year 1600^ is eminently distinguished by.tl^edptnpjif 
tion of a tyrannic mass of jnational policy, and the revival 
of genuine freedoip.-. At that period the iijdighajjt voiq^ of 
the people jshook to pieces the colossal ^power which threatr 
ened tiicir distruction. Like the tower of antiquity,, the 
frightful pife was no sooner raised, th,an it was prostrated 
to the earth. The government was placed in wiser ana 
better hands, and the consequence is that we have tasted, 
and in all human probability shall continue to taste of the 
delicious fruits of an excellent Gonstitution, no less excell- 

lently administered*' /' \ 

' * 

■ ■ . •. -V 
False notiens , howevtr^ have gone abroad conoeming the 

ji^mcy of ]V&. BfDrr ia producing thit chai%e so ftir a& the 
state, of New-York, was i&strunietital inbrlngiii^ it^bokiL 
Reports, extravagant and unt>und^ds -hilve bcisft sofifidusti^ 
ouriy circulttted in thts^a&d^the^dki^m -states, that t^ 
^revival of the ^noi^nt ptttlrtotiiMof tike statfe of New-Yckfa 
hasbtonpritidpdnyViiPnitwhoBf aikii¥uttf(\tohiBSQppk>^ . 
Iterctileahex^i^iobs* * 5%iese deigning irii^pepWsftfta^i* s 
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fatvt hcen so artfiilly arid ixtenavcfy tfffuscd, tfiW Mr. 
Bun' has been viewed at a distance from the theatre of the 
• joppofed actiony as a being more than mortal. He has been 
jasidt an Atlas without his powers. Even in our western 
ttktcs, a few individttals have been taught to believe that 
to save a sinking empire it is only necessary for Mr. Burr 
t© stretch forth his hand: gifted with this extraordinary fa- 
culty, it might be dangerous to impede, for trifling errom, 
Mr. 'BxuT's rapid progress toward the attainment of the 
direction of the national energies. For it would be no bad 
logic to say, that, he who can so readily save, may, ^vith 
equal facility, destroy a state. To be considered in this all 
commanding attitude, might be of infinite advantage to the 
Vice President ; and there can be little doubt but that the 
ingetnous reports of his astonishing feats and pre-eminent 
jpowers, have been desseminated by his friends with a view 
to promote his peraonal aggrandizement. We may be per- 
. nutted to dedicate a moment to the consideration of the 
^tent of Mr. Burr't services in our state election of 1800 ; 
and to unfold his motives for his peculiar exertions at tha,t 
period. In doing this we shall chearfully concede to him 
what is justly his due. 

. We will not pay so ill a compHm^ht to our enlightened 
Uikin citizens as to say, that,, like clay, they may, by a skil- 
fill, hand, be moulded itito any form. Men who know and 
appreciate their rights, and who exercise their franchise witli 
4bber discretioiii alike dispise fiattery and co^rti^n; And 
ifetto suppose thatjakjewpersoni* cax^ at pieasiirei i^nd to 
^roiaoj^^r^^ister view$, n^r^hal fif^thousaiHl independei^ 
electors^ is to imagine them so many feathers, «m'»'*able to 



the direction of eveiy eapricimis gd«» Tlieee who taakt 
such calculations^ will find themselves^ vk the end| \rot* 
fully mistaken. Violent federal measures, and aa universal 
senae of thdr dangetous tendency, produced that efiUIgence 
which beamed upea us in the year 1800. The glorious 
events of that period, are the effect of public sensibilitjT 
vibrating in imison with a high sense of pUblio danger. It 
^ust, .however, be admitted, that the greatest force, with- 
out proper management, will be found inefficacious* Pub- 
lic opinion may be directed to national advantage, but it 
cannot) where elections are, as with us,, adequate and free, 
be turned against itselfl Let us then enquire what agency 
M/. Burr had in the direction of this, opinion, d/ad what were 
his motives ffor that agency. 

The members of the State Legislature^ when assembled 
at the seat of government in the capacity of mere citizens, 
may be termed the Cabinet Cauneil of Ihe state eleetion. 
Each member brings with him a knowledge of the Section 
he represents. In such ah assembly, the dispoaitioa of thf 
state may be easily and accurately ascertained, axid measures 
may be devised in it, dissimilar indeed in their parts, btrt 
aptly fitting to each local division. The grand arrange- 
ments for the state al an imfiofnant erins^ originatcl at the 
seat of the siitt government in the manner stated. These 
are recommended to the citizens' of the (fifferent counties^ 
who assent to the plans if they appear to them to be proper 
and e^edient. 

■ -' - • • • I , . ♦ 

Mr. Burr vm not in the State Lefgislature the tresrion 
previous to the election of 1800. He had no hand tbere- ^ 



ftHreintii»iMMde8Jimft«d for tbtt stele tteiafget wr htft 
lie any <Mii^4>«» sb«re of th* lacrit of tke gnierai suce^sst 

Tfcat ke w« teti^ a the iAfef of Ne^^Ydt^t in fswoor 
tf tire election of -the RepiMcaiv Members for tbat cityr 
& admitted in its-fiiBeste^^fit; Hfe eeitaiti^r.ifidt'ftff the 
first thne «hfce he fOmcd to* tfce BefiMUfc^ fatty, display 
great zeal and fthicrity in faTour of the dty tiisket. Ke dSA 
what Ttaa the doty ef every good citizen ; he exerted him-- 
p/^lf in fetvtfitr of ihi^ party ^ho have hkhci^to upheld the 
freedom of the Union* He attended the Electioneering, 
meetings, and" the Polls, and one night he spoke about ten^ 
minutes to* an assembly ef the citizens of the Sij«li Wardt 
with a view to animate them to suitable exertions. •^ Thht' 
speech, was, however, of an icy nature ; it was frigid and^ 
inanirafate ; it did* not so -much as make^ome drop of blood:^ 
run froih the heart* wi£h more than ordinary v^ocity. It 
was the first tim9l ^vey heard the Vice-Praidcint 6peai[^. 
and I confess his speech did not impxts^'on my mindhigli^ 
tieti^s'of his Rhetorical -powers.- . .1 . . . 

i ' * - ..* • J . 

♦ But was Mr« Burr singijlar m thi£ respect ? Did nor. 

every Republican heart palpitate iu favour of the cause P 

Did not every Republican rally round the standard of free-- 

dom at that time with more than' common ardour aad so^ 

licxtudej How many were there in the city as bold». zear^ 

lousr and indefatigable as the Vice-President ? Every Re^ 

publican truly considered the contest as involving in its 

issue his life, liberty, and property; and all his powers 

of body^a&d mind were aceon^gly .set in motion. We 

^fi«^d;9fptioa suvnESDS who dist^guished tbemselres in 



^otsutent; aadr wild ^tMyttd no tes zeitf, iSit^pest,' ah^ 
hmcitratle actinty Ajmi iik&Mclf. The fact is, tiie eause wi» 
ai^Miiimoii otte ; esieh Refiiftiiean c^nsMerea ft as emi*ati- 
cally his own, and an universal glow of patriotism was eye^ 
Tf wiiere ma&i&st. TK^ pleaong expectsSldB ^ putting 
dovn a hxsk^atfy Jughthanded Arktticracf , aad Hia alitaki^ 
Ue prospfeGttxf ndfii^ Mf. JEtFEmsoir to thcidiatrofSt^^ 
w^*e f i^fiSoieQt to aium^ and did excite our cid^eus to dia 
xzM2st meritorious and Uilliant act§ of patrifitjtism; tbe ^occc 
yw/ and successful exercise of the elective /rmcidse.^ 

But why was Mr. Burr so zealous in the election rf 
1800? Never before, since he deemed it <?«r^#«ir to join j^ 
the' Republican phalanx, did he pre-eminently (fistinguish ^ 
himself in our eleotions. Sufficient has been said to evince 
that, previous to to the nw era, he was never known to niani- 
fest solicitude for the success ©f Republican Elections,* ^x^ 
cefity when, by superlative artifice, he exerted every nerve ^. 
to palm himself, as an high officer,, upon the State* tn ' 
1792, when it was ascertained that neither the RefittbUcam 



nor Federalists would support him for the office of Gover- 
nor of the State, he was careless of the issue of the elec- 
tion. In 1795, when the Republican party supported \ 
Judge Yates in preference to himself, he remained inactivei^ / 
And in 1798, when Chancellor Livingston was*" the He- i 
publican" candidate, Mr. Burr neither harangued the citi- ' 
«eAS in their Ward assemblies, attended their general 
meetings, nor was he seen at the Polls. Why then this 
anxiety, this activity, this tehetnence in 1800 ? The ques-* 
tion it not of difficult solutition. Mr. Burr was a candidate 
for the Vice Presidency in 1797, and he had reason to be- . 
lieve that he would a^sun be held up for that office in the | 



< 



year 1800. He also luiew that the tuocess A the PresiltH* 
tlal Election materiaily depended on the triwnph Of tfaii 
^tate. As usuali thereibre» Mr. Burr was aoire in the 
jEIectian in proportion as he concdived Mmaelfintmxttd in 
its issue. 

We.sttcceeded in the State) and the .frtehds of fireiedom 
and of JxFmsoN -w&c satisfied beyond all doubt^ that 
tiie Repabiican Presidential ticket wOtU premL This 
was in the beginning of May, when Congress were on the 
isft (^ adjoamment. It was then deemed proper to make 
a choice of Candidates previous to the returning of tbc 
Representatives to their respective districts. It was know^ 
that the Candidates would be fixed upon at the seat of 
government by the members of Congress* There was no 
time for a choice in any other way. Mr. Burr accordingly, 
repaired to Philadelphia^ where a meeting of the members 
of both houses was called. At tliis meeting, Mr. Burr at- 
ten46d, and) after some affected squeamishnesS) consented 
to serve as Vice-President.* 

Without censuring the members of Congress^ who made 
choice of Mr. Burr, and who were obliged by circum- 
stances to nominate a Vice-President rather precipitately, 
it is proper to remark, that he was too little known in the 
di&rent states to render his nomination either judicious (ft 
acceptable. There was undoubtedly much intrigue on the 
part of Mr. Burr, and his personal friends, to get him 
nominated. Had the Republican Party in the State of 
New-York, who best knew him, beon consulted, he would 

*<< You all did see^ that, on the Lupercal, 
I thrice presented him a kingly crown ; 
Which he did thrice refuse^ Was this ambition-?" 

Jintony^n Ftmcral Oratiwu 



liolf with tfaeir confent^ have been nomlntted. tc vai 
deemed expedient by the members of Congreis to fele^ a 
Vice-Prefident from among the citizens of New-* York, and 
k was underftood that Governor Clinton had declined to 
£erve» and that the Deqfnefs of Chancellor Livingfton ren* 
dered him imfit to prefide over a delU)etative afiemblf » 
Mr. Burr therefore found it no difficult ta(k t6 get nomi- 
nated 5 the mote efpeciatly as a very large majority of the 
members of OongrcKfs were enure ftrangers to his reai ^haMC 
waiter. Sefides* although the Vice-Prefidency^ in certain 
difualties wifely i^vided for in the Conftitution, is im* 
^rtant, it was not on the whole deemed of eSTential con« 
fideration by thofe who nominated Mn Burn Mr. Jef^* 
YERsoM was the primary obje£l of the party ^ he was em«^ 
phatically the «« MAN cf the people /'* their great concern 
was to place in his hands the eaecutive powen 

* Arts tdo had been ufed by the Partisans 6f Mr. Burr In 
this city, to caufe it to be believed by eminent RepiibliiJan 
and Federal charaAers in the difierent State9,that the Re- 
publican p^rty here were at his devotion. Their feeblo 
ochos were miftafcen at a diftance for the voice of the 5tate» 
Several neWfpiper eifays ot the import mentioned appeaf^ 
ed in the Southern States, and many of theih ate believed 
to have been written in this city. One more diftinguiflied 
than the reft appeared in tfacSoiUfa-XJaralina papers, figned- 
a « Rice Planter/' a ttttk anttibr to. the Prefidential Elec- 
tion. This> there is good reafcm to belieye;, w^ written 
by Mr. Bun^s Son*ia»l9w^ Mr. Alfton. It was an extrava- 
gant Eulogy on Mr. Burr^ and ftates that he had Rev^u-^ 
tionized HtW'Yotk and Rhode-Ifland I << To every man 
acquainted with theie Sutes, fuch mifrepceCentation& to 
deceive peribns at a diftance, mud appear at the ofi^pring 

F 
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of *^e inqfflfiiJt'dihatc vanity, or thft moll uiipiinctpWd afe2 
btUbn.. \,' . . * ' ^ V 

' AA6r ^ ' mmitnatierf of Mr. Burr was nidde kttowni 
iJiroUgKthe tJtiidn, thd Republican party determined to^ 
adhere to itVitH good faith. They ^^rc difpofed to yield' 
Mr. Bjon . an honourable fupport;, but at the fasQe timer 
to fiacta^. the JEle^ioia of Mr. Jefierfon at 8(U eye&t^ bj^ 
A^pln£>ln }iis favoiiUr, th6'req«iULte number of TOtes* Ti» 
db'dds, one State de^ncfed oh ano^r,iihcl* eventually iH^ 
vcrfe circumdances, contrary to thle original ihtentidti <fi 
the Republican party, accidentally gave to Mr.' Burr aii; 
Cqu;Kl:nuj:9ber of voles witjv Mr. Jeflfe^foir. 

It vras matter of aftonifhrnent to many that Mr. Burr 
confentcd -to- relinquifli the gains of a lucrative proCefl- 
iion for the Vice PreGde«i€y. It i&r believed that the pro* 
ccMScts c^ his profeffional exertions were not Ie(b thkn ' ffen 
cr twelve thoufahd doUars per annum. This funi, witK. 
fuiVable eeconomy, \vouId have enabled hiir^in procefs of" 
time, to retrieve lus eiiibarrafsed affairs. Five thoufand' 
^pilars per annum, the lalary of the Vice President, are 
ttown to be inad^<|ua(te f<>^e payment of the ii^crost ef . 
faiB debts%* Thefilacy^c therefore, could have been no iir-« 
dttcemehf to a conimutaftion o*f his profession for that of-- 
«de. He had undoulficiiy a higher ob)cct lA view. He ^ 
hatt^fiirtdWbasifek'eyes on the Presidency; and, in the 
fttlhefs\6f his ftn^uihc difpositton, He entertained a hope, ' 
that, by a^-h -matTagetnhty he might fill that office before 
Hr.Jeffctfon, 16 whom it was excliisivelf allotted by the 
jeople. 



Jlcnce, tiie^qpa^nthe wasnogiinated, he jputjntpop** 
«rajtion a most extensive, complicated, and yricked system ^ 
»of intrigue, to place himself in the presidential chair. Hf 
set to work all his inventive powers, and in some instancQgy 
employed men to carry his plans into, execution, wljo nei- 
t^ier perceived their nature nor extent; In the furtherance 
?of his intrigues, he spared no pains, nor lyas he parsii^onl- 
X)U8 o£expence« The expresses kept o|i foot, the xj\pn he 
ebiployedi.and the e^^uae^ of their various agencies, must 
have cost him a sum ^ittle^ le$s than one ye^ar's . s^ilary of W^ 
pfBce* Mr. JJuip: seeijis to h^ye carried ori^2. secret corrq^« 
^ridencewitb the federalists from the period of hia.iiQiiBinf^-'^^ 



^Cion. 



The votes of the -state of Pennsylvana^i,* from causey- 
which, lieing of so recent a date,- it' is qimecesst^^^ here .to re- 
^peaty were extremely doubtful* Those of South Carolinn 
W^re ^ttless precarious. Had the fifteefn votes of the for* 
^er state been given to the two republican candidate, their 
^election would have been secured beyond a]! doubt. , In this' 
«:ase, even if all the votes of South Carolina had been fid- 
5eral, JeiTerscxi and Burr would, uotwUhstaoding, have been 
elected. This vras so apparent X» Jjqth partie»„ that, in the 
event mentioned, the federalists would have retrjiated from 
die contest ; they could have had no hopes of success. So htf 

* From the absence f^an item of pric£au» ir^bmmtian reS" 
fitctiaghU intrigues in the state qfMSBm^Yorky vfhich is every 
moment gxfiectedj vifi are obliged to dispense with chrmokgicitt 
mccwraey^ thar ovm stateyinjhct, presents ihe mottprommmsf 
JeatureinMr. £urr*srmachinatiomm 
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tt this related to the ambitious views of Mr. Burr, he $avr m, 
its foil fofce the importance of the Pennsylvania votes. For, 
{t was determined by many influential federalists, that, if 
Pennsylvania had given the whole of her votes for Jeffersoa 
and Burr, the federal electors of New-Jersey, ha^dng thea 
no hopes of the success of their own candidates, were se- 
ci-etly to have given their votes for Mr. Burr, and so, ia 
spite of republican opposition, have made him President of the 
United States J Mr. Jonathan Iktyton ha» ofienly declared^ since 
the elecHon<i thai this was their pUm. And, if we want demon* 
•tration of thdr disposition to have done so, we hare only ta 
turn to the federal voteii In the House of Representatives ia 
the presidential contest, and ve shall End it.. Mr. Buri^ 
there is every reason to believe, was fully acquainted with 
this treasonable plot. He accordingly sent Mr. Abraham* 
Bishop, of Connecticut, to Lancaster, during the session of 
the Pennsylvania Legislature. Mr. Burt* paid all the atten- 
tion to this subject, which his sinister deigns could ex- 
cite. For he knew full well, that, if the Senate of Pennsyl- 
vania had given way to the Assembly, to tlie unequivocal 
and audible voice of that respectable state, and thfe whole of 
her votes had, in consequence, been given to the two Re- 
publican candidates, he would have been elected President 
of the United States* 

'^ We do not mention this in disfiaragement tf Mr* JBishefi. • 
When he went to Lancaster^ noe believe hit views werehone$t* 
Jfeno doubt thought he was teruing the general cause* ^We 
kmjt no idea that he fterceived the intrigue of Mr* Burr^ though, 
it is evident he became the dufit.iif it*. 
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But, asiftmwiHing to depend entriely on the Ncw-Jewcjr 
project mentioned by Mr. Dayton, he made doiAle provis- 
ion for the Pennsylvania case : and it will be found upon a* 
full view of the subject, that his scheme was an admirable 
©ne, one that would have immortalized the two federal he- 
roes, who were to have put it into esceoution* 

Lest some of the Federal Electors of New- Jersey should 
Eventually refuse to vote for Mr. Burr, according to Mr* 
Dayton's plan ; Dr. Smith, one of the Electors of that state, 
and who is related to Mr. Burr by marriage, was paid par- 
ticular attention to. Something was also expected from Mf« 
Tapping Reeve, one of the Connecticut Electors, and 
brother-in-law to Mr. Burr, who spent some weeks in Con- 
necticut previous to the meeting of the Electors. And as 
he rarely passed away his time in idleness, it is not to be 
presumed that he was inactive while in that state. 

After Mr. Burr returned to New-York, frequent exftressek 
passed between Mrjif»rpor^t Edwards of Connecticut, and 
Mr. Burr. As tlie correspondence was not suffered to gd 
throughthe Post-Office, it is extremely probable that it wa^ 
of a highly interesting and confidential nature. Mr. Pier- 
font Edwards is Mr. Burr's uncle. 

Mr. Burr also visited Dr. Sn^ith , previous to the electoral 
rotes being given in New-Jersey, who returned the com- 
pliment. During this period, the intercourse between these 
two gentlemen was very cordial. 

In case the fifteen Pennsylvania votes had been Repub-' 
1ic«n, it was confidently expected by Mr. Burr, that thetw# 
electors mentioned would -have voted for him« This^ 



3irhfithcr the electpri of New-Jewcy, generally, W vote4 
for him or uot^ jypulci have madp jhim President. Thejr 
;pMgh^ too, afterwards, h^.ve divulged the fact with gre^t 
eclat ; since their solitary votes would have acQompl slv 
cd tliat, to which the cbmbiaed efforts of the Federal* 
ists, in the House of Representives, wca?e iriadequate ; thA 
election of Mr. Burr to the Presidency* 

Pennsylvania, however, gave a majority of one vote only 
for the Republican candidates ; the Federalists had, there- 
fore, hopes of the success of Pinckney and Adams. Dr.. 
Smith of New-Jersey, and Tapping Reeve of Cennccticut^ 
of course, voted for the Federal Candidates in the hope that 
they might ultimately succeed* 

• Mr. Burr could now only lexpect to have an equalLty oT 
votes with Mr. Jefferson, and in this casualty), which Act^e- 
ally happened, the choice of a President must devolve, as it 
did, on the House of Representatives. As it was known to 
be the primary object of the Republican party, to place Mr* 
Jeffej'son in the Presidential Chair, it was very generajfy 
expected in New-York, that some one of tlie southern states 
would give that illustrious person a few more votes than Mr- 
Burr. This was deemed essential to insure the election of 
Mr. Jefferson, and to avoid that dishonorable contest^ 
which subsequently took place in the House of Representdi* 
lives. But if Mr. Jefferson had d)tained in any of the 
states, one or two more votes than Mr. Burr, the* desii^ctt 
end would have been answered. It was essential, therefore^ 
to the suecQss of' Mr. Burr's projects, to cause itjto be pt* 
lieved in the Southern States, that Mr. Jefferson would cer^ 
tffii3ily have Que.or two votes igi Rbo^e-Isl^d, a&d piat^^. 
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tt* trouMI)^ gii^il t& Ar federal cafwpdAtsSS^ Hl&s teji^ 
iWcctually ^ne, h waa hi those stsites deeihed- unnecessary 
id ^#MhbM any Totes fhrni Mr. Burr, especially ds in'th^ 
eiitf ffieddlng se lifi^t dfepfive us of a RepUblitto Vite- 
^r^Sident. Mr. Burr, therefore, turned his attfeiitiotr t6 fh6 
:&tate of Rhode-Istod', and to the cih:ulatiott of the repbrt^ 
that Mr. Jefersoh would undoubtedly haVfe: t^^o votes' iiithat 
state* ' 

Here he was personally actjve. He went to Rhode»I«l- 
soid, wh^re he . remained some time. He visited Gov. Fcn-^ 
ner and other influential men, and returned- with the infor-» 
iXkationv which was then deemed pleasing, that Mr. Je£Eer- 
sen would imquestionably have tivo of the Electoral votes* 
of that states but that he himself should have none; the^ 
r^st MTOuld be given to the Federal candidates. 

After he returtied, he dispatched a frteUdtb Rhode-ts^ 
afid, who, itwa^ifldustriously reporte4 ihthe cify 6£ nW- 
York, coilfirmed, in hit letters, the agreeabfe inteHigence 
brdught l^ Mr. Burr. 

This information was accordingly .communicated, with 
much care, by some of Mr. Burr's friends to the Southern, 
States, where it obtained general credence, and induced the ' 
JElectors to give Mr. Burr an equal number . of votes with 
Blr. Jefferson. Mr. Burr had also flj^wzr* in those States, 7 
•who actively circulated the story among the Electors* 

.A gentleman in New-York, a revolutionary officet*, and a 
distinguished patriot, cemmunicated the miSfchleVous and • 
unSbOaded report to the Southern States j which he,* Ao^' 
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dw>bt| at ite tkae accredited. He wrote» itis h^hlyprobi^ 
tie, from the best motives ; though it is certain he did im- 
mense mischief. Fen* his attachment to the cause was so 
generally known, and at the same time believed to be so sin* 
cere, that no man thought him capidbleof bmg guilty of a 
dishonorable intrigue* His name is concealed from the 
conviction, that his good sense and patriotism have tri- 
umphed over the artful delusions of Mr. Burr. 

Mr. Burr's prospects were now auspicious. Every State 
to which the Republicans calculated, presentM a cheering 
aspect, except South Carolina; and of his success here, Mr. 
Burr had some doubts. At the presidential election of \T9T^ 
the State of South Carolina was somewhat swayied by local 
considerations. Her votes %vere then given to Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. Thomas Pinckney. No apprehensions, howev- 
er, were now entertained as to Mr. Jefferson^ it wa» on 
all hands admitted that the Electors of South Qarolina 
would vote for him; but it was doubtful in New-York* 
whetlier they would not also vote for Mr. Charles Cotes- 
worth Pinckney, the federal candidate. Had they done so, 
he would have been Vice-President. Mr. Burr saw the im- 
portance to himself of tlie South Carolina votes, and he ac- 
cordingly directed his attention to that State. 

As usual, he dispatched an agent to Columbia, the seat of 
the State Government. This agent was Mr. Timothy 
Greene, an attorney now residing in the state of New-York^ 
Mr. Greene was suitably recoriimended ta Mr. Wade 
Hampton^ and other Republican Electors. He remained at 
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CUttmlna mtmy weeks^ aad ferwmied dai!)r to< Mr. Bust 
tlie ^snit bf his 4ipk«&ati^& confet^bncea. To htdU Pos^ 
0%r c^(i«tf , iitt di^tches were directed^ Uixdcr caver t» 
Mft Ji^im.&iraitmiit9Mai>$hai ; wlip being m fteeonfidenof 
of Mis BiiMj, and btoraMe to hia views, camSed tfem to Mm^ 

Mr* Creeoe sidcnowledgesthat the cxpence of hisimsson, 
was not thrown away for nodiing. It appeared to him whea 
he first conversed with the Electors about Mr. Burr, that he 
was nary little kawm in South CaKOima, and tiiail great 
doubts were tntertai&ed,De the pw^prietf of voting for him* 
How far Mr. Greene removed .^fse doubts, wecannot sajj- 
lt is however probable that his mission, though sonakcwhal; 
expensive, was of much service to Mr* Burr. 

It is hardljr necessary to mention, that the South Carolina 
votes ,were eventually given to the Republican candidates^ 
and Mr. Bwr relieved from his impleasant situa^on. 

Those votes cempleted the equality between Mr. Jeffer- 
son and Mr. Burr, though the equality was not, till son^e 
time after, officially known. The Electors of New-York 
had been led to believe, that Mr. Burr would not have an 
equal nCimber of votes with Mr. Jefferson in some of the 
other States. Could they have anticipated the event as it 
actually turned out, Mr. Burr would not have had more than 
ten of the twelve electoral suffrages of New-York : two of the 
Electors at least, would have with-holden their votes fronx 
hinu But as with the rest of our citizens so vrith our elec» 



some weig|?it. Tl|«y, however, paraeul^iPljF reliM o& Vir* 
giaia^ to daoff Mrw Burr a few votes. The state of New* 
Y9rkj exenyirt^ from local* attachments derogatory to the 
<;omm©iv»«cal£wyuld, had they thought it probable that Mr. 
Burr would have had an equal mimber ^f >otcs with .Mr. ' 
Jefferson, have taken good care, that the Uiuon should 
not have been jeopardized, bythe -schemes of ;c^fan(&e- 
ijaent of a subtle and selfish individuaL . ... 

. We now come to consider l^.::Biirr!8.eonduct, after it 
vm%6eUeved^ and subsequent to its bem^' ojfidaili/ known^ 
that the Presidential votes were equal -for tKe two candi- 
dates.* 

The first thing in order in this new scene of deep machi- 
nation, is the celebrated letter of the Vice-President to^ 
General Samuel Smith of Baltimore. When this letter 
first appeared, such was its exterior frankness, such its seem- 
ing sincerity ; and so exactly did its contents accord with 
the affections of the people for that admirable man who now 
fills the chair of state, that it added, in the estimation of 

. * Tlie information already mentionedf conctming Mr* Burros 
artifice^ in thi^ statCy is Tiot yet come to hand. Ita nature is 
known I buf the consent of an eminent character to its publica^ 
tion is wanting. It shally however^ be given to the fitcbHc ifi 
some shafle, when that consent shall have been obtained* JSToth- 
ing has beeny or jshall be stated^ that- cannot when necessary y 
be/irovedina C&urt of Justice*. 



^tfidse wlia tretc igtioiMit of the intHcatei:hlifactcf of t!le 

* Vicc^-Presideht, new laurdi to Hi* brow.' It-imported ta 
•%ei!i, that he Would do iK)thmgto ruflSethe tranqmlityor 

the union, 6r trstverse the ilrdeilt expectations -of the peopfe. 
TForit was now generally believed, indeed ir was pi*etty accu- 
rately ascertsdned, that the two candidates h^d an equtd 
number of votes, and it was therefore in this case known, 
that the'choiceof a Prfesid^nt would b6*feft1!o the "House of* 
^Representatives. * It was also believed that the Federalists 
^ would, as usiial, leave no* effort untried 16 disappoint tlie 
people of hirti to whom they" had for mdny " years looked 
as the isheet anchor of thfeir freedom'.'"*5Vfri Burr's lettet, - 

* therefore,' was calculated, seemingly ^ td lull theif appr^hen- 
sion, give a zest to their useful and manly triumph*; ^d to 

' tranquilize ffears of unworthy competition, or^dislionorabJe 
collusion. But nothing was ever mbrVillusiveV or prd- 
foumily machiaveli*aii. The letter visas' a mantelet, under 
which he meant to pierce thef sides of the people with ad- 
vantage to himself. We shall copy \t verbatim j that the 
reader may have a full view of the subject, and to preserve 

. it a* a monuiaent of consummate perfidy. 

" Extract of a letter from Cblojtel Burr^ to Generat Smitfi of 
Baltimore^ dated^ Mw-Yorkj December IBthy 1801. 

** ll is highly improbable that Fshairhave an equal num- 
ber of votes with Mr. Jefferson : but if ' such should be the 
result, every man who knowsr me^ ought to know, that I^ 
. would utterly disclaim all competition. Be assured that^ 
title federal party can entertain no wish for. such an capf 



chwg** A» ^ ayfriciuii, t^cy would diahoaor '»y vic^ 
and insult my feeliogs, br^a suHicion that I wouW si*mit to 
be instrument^ in counteracting the wishes and the expec- 
^tions of tiiiB United Stat.e$. And I now constitute you my 
j^roxy to declare tbesc 9auiment$f if the occasion shall re- 
quire" (itO 

• This letter, wWoh there is every reason to bcJicve was adt 
voluntarily written, was, not intended fo^ fiuhUcatiQn4 Th< 
words, « And J now constitute you my proxy to declare 
these sentiments/ii the occasion shall rec^UireV— which arc 
sUff and awkward^show,that General Smith, who no doubt 
with the best views, wisely published the letter imme^ 
lately after its t-eccption, was not expressly authorised to 
do so. The declaration of the sentiments, as stated in the 
letter, meant, there can be no doubt, an oral declaration* This 
too, comported better with the views of the Vice-Presi- 
dent. . Ferbal declarations are much more easily parried 
than written on^Sf Those are a firoteom^ th^e, though 
somewhat; subject to various interpretations, adhere more 
firmly to the writer* Reside, Mr., Burr has declared to a 
gentleman in Mf« Cityy that the letter was only meant for ;%n* 
. vote uae** •"-'•,. 

* 77i(?« WasfungtQn Federalist j' qfJanuarif Isty 1801, the 
then Government paper pf the federal fiarty^ gives, Mr* purr's 
, letter the follomnginterfiretation. : ^- , 

• "There was itisertei in' ^dstei^ay's Federalist, a^^Stter 
•^om ColtfileiBurr, Vhich we vctittreto predict can Be c^n- 
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^ ^«3 ^- / 

.lioa*'.wtii Mr. JeffersQii, there is o^e mode m which he 

VOTE. 

<;eivedin nootlier light thah^s-an additional evidence of his 
fitnesstofrfl the Presidential Chair. 

*' Colonel Burr therein disclaims^ * a!! comfietition vnih Mr* 
Jefferson.' He. very niodestly expnesjes a belief ti^afe* fbt 
wUl not have an equal number of vaies *idth* that geatleman, 
anddiffidefitly supposes that ^ the federal party $anentertafn 
no imh for such an exchange.^ He ii^nnshis friends that 
* they "muld dishonor his views and insult his feeUngs by a 
su,s/ncion that he would be instrumental in counteracting, the 
wshes of the United States.* , 

« Declarations thus patriotic were expected from Colonel 
Burr, and are iirem% such as to assure his acceptancfe of 
the important office of PresidontV if the House of Repnesen- 
tatives shall determine in his favor. 

" We believe that Colonel* Burr vw>uld of eWce decline a 
competition. 'We believe that his feelings \Vouldb6 insulted 

• 1)y a supposition' that he'would^lfe instrumental in counter- - 
acting the wishes of the United States. But if tiic rigorbus 
construction of the term < comfietition' shall prevail so as to 
embrace even involuntary conipetition,- it substantially oper- 
ates a destructi:oh of what Colonel Buf r clings to as* a prln- 

• ciple — to wit', tfiathe^will neVefbe ifts'trtimehtal in counter- 
acting the -washes of the Unitecl'Statfesv ' Fdrliow otherwise, 

' in'the name of common sen"se, cdtild'IWl^ Burr bewme ih- 

%strtimeft€i*incotmteractinigthe^tisASdli of the United States, 

than by Pfeftwlhg, after* the^eople tit largi have acted upon 

the occaiuon) to acquiesce in any election which Congress, or 



' taigbl have effectaallj done so; He ougM to have said, *« it 
is evid«itly the wish of the people to place Mr. Stfftrwi^ at 

rather the United States in Qong^ss, asscmbkijaiall think 
proper to make ? 

^ ' « It is proper in our judgment to adhere to long establish- 
ed and andent rules of construction in all cases; where there 

' exists no apparent necessity for setting them aside* it is 
proper to expound the letter in question ut magis -valeat 

' quam pereat^ and this admitted, any other exposition of the 

' ^ei^ments contained in Colonel Burr's letter than, that here, 
contended for, ought in justice to be overruled. 

« If the vdce of the people i& to be resorted to, where 
else can it be discovered than in the vote of their Electors. 

« What ia the language the people of America express^ 
in this vote ? Why certwnly that intheir opinion Mr, Jeffer- 
son is equal to Colonel Burr, and Colonel Burr equal to^&. 
. JefG&rsoni 

<* They are thus presented to the United States— To the 
wisdom of the House of Representatives, after due delibera- 
tion both upon their positiye and negative merits, }s submit- 
ted the choice between them> and with this deciuon how- 
ever it is likely to terminate-— Colonel Burr oughjt not con- 
sistently with .the principles he has professed by his proxy 
, Gener^Snuthi^inferfex^inaDjiaa^ 
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end tenor of tht codduct of the Federalists, that^ merely to 
disappoint the people, they may «%temptto place the admi- 
nistration in my hands* I should most cordially contemn so. 
treasonable a conspiracy. I will never accept it from them* 
Siottld they by menace Or by intrigue^ by force orby fraud, 
be able to commit the executbe power to my guidance, I 
urovld inatantaneouahf resign it to Mr. Jefferson, {will, ac- 
cept no office contrary to the will of the people." Such'x 
language would have put an end to the dispute. 

But it did not exactly suit the views of the Vice President 
to be thus explicit. He did intend to be President of the 
United States. He did intzxi^ to counteract the wishes and 
expectations of the people," by projects the most dishonor^ 
able, the most unprincipled. He no do doubt was convinced 
-when he wrote the letter to General Smith, that he had as 
many votes as Mr. Jefferson. It was ascertained before the. 
South Carolina votes were given, that those of Rhode-Isl- 
and would be Federal: The complexion of the Electors 
settled that point beyond all controversy. He knew, there wa^ 
good reason to believe, previous to his penning the letter 
to General Smith, that the South Carolina votes were or 
would be given to Mr. Jefferson and himself. He had daily 
information from his agent Mr. Timothy Greene, whore- 
sided at Columbia ; who was every day with the Electors, 
and who, from his intimacy with them, certainly knew 
Jiow they would vote. In fact, it was clearly enough ascer- 
tained here on the very day when Mr. Burt wrote his let-^ 
ter, namely, the i6th December 1800, that the South Car-» 
oHnai votes iivouH be given to M^^ Jefl^fson'and Mr. Hum- 



The §d6e«»&kgltmtj w^eh^ on tftetheteentli day of de« 
cigicb&t^ t9%is issued ftx>m the press of the ^^ Amftriom Ck^ 
izen*' hr s( ilmttbiii; and wMdt iNp lA ereiy re^»edt correcti 
pTQVi^s this feet* 

<^ 3%^^(nid^Jtf^i^«N»r<fim;e^thi^ 
of f^t^ct^diittyy datgd Cotwrndiffj South CarjoUnOy Ihcmtier 

Dear Sir, 

" Ten minutes have not elapsed since the- Republican 
Ticket came out completely successfuL The highest Re- 
piublican candidate had 87, the lo%vest 82 votes. Federal 
candidates, highest 69, lowest 63 — ^the Republican Electors 
the same as I mentioned in njiy last ; all to a man tled^ed 
to vote for Jefferson and Burr before they were decided upon 
^ candidates : their names and number of votes are as fol« 
low. General K. Anderson 85* John Hunter 87« Anthony 
Simkins 84. Wade-HamptoQ 82. Andrew I^ove 82* The- 
odore Guillard S5» Joseph Blythe 82. Paul Hamilton 87. 
Seventy-six votes are a majority of both branches of the Le- 
gislature." 

y 

The letter*also appeared in the " American Citizen" of 
December 17th. It was written by Mr. Burr's agents Mr. 
Timoihy Greency and addressed to Mr* John Swartwout, Mar- 
shal for this District, t<> whom Mr. Greene's dispatches for 
Mr. Burr were directed. The Electors of South Carolina 
verified the predictions of the letter. Is U then not probable 
^at Mr. Burr was ta^s&e^ in his owtv vain/i wh^n he pen- 



W hh epastle to Gefieral SmOit thatlie would liave an equttl 
mimber oi ¥otes with Mr. Jefferson ? Yet he affect in it tf 
believe that this was so highlj improbable that he had not 
the leaat expectation of it. It is to this part of Mr. Burr'i& 
lettQjr that the word modest has been applied^ 

Aboi^tthe time when Mr. Burr wrote the epistle, he cor* 
responded with federalists on the subject of their placing him 
in the |xtcsi^ential chair. While he was firqfiwing to " dis- 
claim all competition".with Mr. JeflTerson, he was treacherous- 
ly endeavouring to " disappoint the wishes and expectation^ 
of the people." He left no expedient untried to effect hit 
election to the presidency. To obtain the chief magistracy, he 
crouchedy Biid/awnedj and surrendered lumself to that party 
who had viewed hiih as a nascreant. He threw himself at 
their feet ; he was heedless of the means ; he was wiHiiig ti> 
do any thing, however abject, however dishonorable, ^o^^M^ 
ver grating to the feelings of a magnanimous soul, to tfetaii*! 
the presidency. The followirig indubitable fact jUstifiies these 
assertions, and is sufficient of itself to induce every honest 
man, of whatever party, to frown upon and avoid him as ^ 
Jtmold I 

Mr. BvRSy traits I if ^b£ cifr of NkW''Yoit'K^'tM!ttBtki> <)>r 

A NEGOCIAriON frjTff TBS HSADS OF TSB FtDXRAt PAttTT AT 
WASHlKCroVy WITH A VltWTO HIS ELECTION AS PRESWSirr 

Of THE UifjTED States. A PEStsov wjt^ avthorised ar 

THE si TO CblStFEit WITH HIM 02f THE SUB^fECTj WHO ACCOJUfSSG" 
JLT DID SO. Mr. BVRR assented To the FROPOSITIONS OF 
THE HEGOCIATOR AND REFERRED 'HIM- TO HJS CONFIDENTIAL 
FRIEND TO COMPLETE THE NEGOC^ATJON. MR.SUJUt StdTED 

' H 



rsE FEDEXjtisrs ! I ^ . 

The result of this negociation was iinmeAfttdy carriMl to 
ihe federal laembers aft Washington, whefe Congress wcFe 
<hen'in session* 

But we have authority mnddition to that Already mentioned 
for proclsdming to the world the WfipatalfXled treachery of 
Mr. Burr. We are authorised to state, upon the veracity of 
two grave and vegetable Oergymen in this CrVy, that Mr. 
Burr conferred vnth a person deputed by the federalists to nego* 
ciate fvithJdm the terms sn vfhich they proposed to elect him Pre^ 
sidentqfthe United, States ! It is added, that Mr. Burr ««- 
feniedto their propositions^ and entered fully into their views I 

Such was the conduct of Mr. Burr when he was outwardly 
** dlscluming all competition," professing warm attachment 
to the Republican party and their cause, and expressing a 
hope that nothing would occur to interrupt the prospect of 

* We harve this astonishing fact from a most respectable 
source. Our authority is the ^T%1 in the case. He has, however y 
very proper objections to his name being inserted in this pubU- 
<atim s but he is mnlUng to appear in a. cofutt ^f justice to prervt 
the verity of the text qfthis Tiote* Conscious^ ther^/orCf that what 
^e have before stated is true^ the author proudly invites Mr* 
JBurrto a judicial investigation of the charge exhibited. He 
hopes for an opportunity to substantiate the allegation to in a court 
V Law to thq satisfaction fjfthe Umon^ 



Blrv Jefferson, or cross the hcyesi"' and eacj^atiteis of t»«6: 
|»eopkI Surety the ^is^imul^-doHs o£ CataUne wfere neyp# 

Wrepu'ofaHBd, neyfa-morfr atrocious! 

*■'■'•■ .♦' • • ' 

Ahoirt this. period th^j, k^dijjjg.fedei^^^ declaredk 

I3hcm$el¥<^ in £avor of thp Y^«^-Pwisident, whp was.iiipta;ata- 
monsl^ tfi^sifoimed i|Ht»?-tfeft idol of the paijty^ * The fedeisa - 
editors, vWpm the sciurriJous: aa^ viiw^tiye enemies ot 
the Vipe-President,^ aU aton9e, asif ^quaintedLyithtbe n^. 
^o«^/iai?,be^mehise#ogists. The United Sutea p^?»ttej 
ly^ch had unifonnlif reppcsented Mr. Burr as Ba^Jtrupt in 
J^putati<^,infQi±uneand infeme, as,imfce^,,a common swind. 
^, suddenly appeared as his wannest pain^gyrist. , All thp. 
fcdecalpapcrs, whether distinguished for talents or. the want 
of thein, advocatedi the propriety of their party voting for- 
Mr. Burr inprefereuce to Mr. Jefferson*. Different reasons 
were, how:ever, assigned for this preference. The Connecti- 
cut Courant, always /r^erfl/ and ma^TwmmoM*, was in favour of 
Mr. Burr, becaiiae he was oi M'ew-England extract ! The New- 
Yor<f: Gazette, every where admired for the wisdom it exhi- 
bits, intimated that it was probable Mr, Burr would retrace 
His steps and abandon his principles ! And the Boston Cent** 
nel preferred Mr. Burr because the Editor thought his Cha- 
meter somewhat like that o£ Bonafiarte ! I * 

* Th€>f^Otmmg i^.on extract firom the CenHmf tivjblished the 
hesiMij^^jQn%my.y WU 

" ^ihfii rttums;y€Sr€C€iv£d give Messrs* Burr and Jeffer^ 
$on a^ €jitVfif numder of electoral votes. JVe _c<mtinue.qf the 
9fimi<m thai they v>iU stand equal at the close qfthe Pol/; and 
that the Federal States in Congress vfill give Mr. Burr their 
wgrages*^ Mr.Burrha^ never yet been charged v^i^hju^ 
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It IS evident that the federalists attached - themselves td^. 
Mr. Burr from necessity and liot from choice. Hud they 
been competent to place at the head of Government whom 
they pleased, Mn Burr wouid not have been the man. — 
"l^heir propositions to him were of that grossly-insulting na- 
ture, that ain iKPEPENDENT man, one vrho plumed hhn^elf 
on the rectitude of hi* principles^ vrho had any' sense of Ao- 
notiTy or corribcit notions of righty must have met them with 
tiie most sovereign c<»tempt. They called iq)on him to 
abdicate that party to whom he h^ been ay»/wf*«rfy attached 
-p-to abandon those principles which it was mfifiossd he had 
espoused:— -nay^ to be the tool of a Jbciion-^to surrendei? to 
them his 9uflfi09ed independence, and to be guided by them 
in his administration, Mr. Burr, it appears, had no scru- 
ples on any of these points. But how reflecting men could 
repose confidence in one who was found willing to do any 
thing to encompass the Presidency, is triilj- aston^shing. 
They were determined, however, to resort to any expedient, 
rather than suffer that power to go out of their hands which 
they had so enormously abused* They dreaded the. lofty 
and steady min4 of Mr. Jefferson ; they disliked the purity 
of his. principles, and the philosophic simplicity of his man- 
ners. They were fearful that his administration \vould 
shower down so many blessings upon the country, that in a 

Ubellous letters against the government df his cotmtry to ^-. 
reignerji ; and in hi&fioUtics he has been ahtfoys^ o/ienan'd nn^ 
disgttUed. It is granted he is ambitious, but he is m hypo- 
crite i \vjhat a/htshot>d !J and though he is like BcttapMe in 
sonpe res/iextSy he fiossesses none of the ■ told hearted "t^kdUHes 
fyfthc Gallic Consul*' Such is the turpitude and unfinHcifik^ 
ness ofthefactim* 
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IHv^yeaiPs, the people weuld be eSeetuallf ettmged.irom 
thoee wild and destructiTe measures which had pre-eminentp. 
ly distbgHished preceding admmijftyattois* 

Mr. Burr waft now sedulous in his endeavours to ingratiate 
Khnaelf in favour of the leading men of the federal party. 
His conduct bespoke the e^motions of a heart panting to do. 
them all the gopd in his power. Those seemingly social mix-v 
tures of opposite qualities which have so powerful a tendency 
to neutstraJize political sentiments,^ were industriously sought. 
The company of Gen. Hamilton, who was known to be hos^ 
tile to Mr. Burr, and that of the subordinate legal charao 
tcrs in the city who move npundthe great law Jupiter with 
implicit obedience, was assiduously courted. They all par- 
took frequently .of the hospitalities of Mr. Burr's table. 
These things would not have been noticed \fi ordinary times, 
but in so sedous a crisis,, they awakened disagreeable sensa-- 
tions. Hamilt<m's obduracy, however, remained invincible i 
and though the. great body of the federalists deserted his co- 
lours, and rallied round Mr. Burr, he was ivpt to be purchas* 
ed by a few supaptuous dinn^rs^ 

Nine states were necessary to the choice of a President; * 
eight of the sixteen were republican, six federal, and two 
divided* Mr. Burr had hopes that some of the republican 
states, rather than hazard anarchy and bloodshed which, 
xmght issue froni a suspension of the executive function, and^ 
.which the federal states were willing to risk, would vote for 
him and so put an end to the controversy by mAM^ghini* 
President. He had some secret reason for believing that 
JVew'York would be one of the states which wm\d yield. iiT^ 
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hit a^mhtii^fionfi, w Pfil^. ^ttf ia the hoi;^ Qf^t^c^xds^ 

mont and Tenne$^^ .ii^^QJid ibpow.^^facj^pple^ he^^ 
quently vaunted to his friends of his great popularity in the 
latter state. Mr. Surf}^ Who h%^ Tis^ky ^M>Hgh to think ali 
things ^stiUe j«dth kin^) «fit ai>out th^ sK^xx^p^din^^nt of 
his proiect ta induce a sjuQci«A.t. number (^ ithe r0pub}i£iB| 
states to vote for him* To do -this efiecttiaiiy it wa$ esfien* 
/ Ital that he should appear entirely 4e voted ta the repuldicAn 
j^rty and in favour of the elec^oa oi Mr* Je^i^raon, whiGh 
he accor^ngly ^.. 

Mr. BuiT first directed his aitenti^ to the statse of Kew^ 
¥orlc; it was highly necessary to obtain the vc^e of his ovni. 
state, viFhich was^ represented ip^the federal house of reppfi* 
sentativids by stx republicans and four federalists. By gain- 
ing two of the fcHtner to his sidC) the state woidd have been. 
for him» To da ^s, Mr« Burr thought it tiie most eligible: 
to attend the state legislature at Albany, of which he had. 
been elected a member for thecowuty of Orange. Under 
pretence of performing hcs duty as a legislator, he could carry 
on his intrigues the more efiDectually, and in such a way as to* 
dude the apprehension of the pubtie. It was essential, too,, 
lb prevent tiie republican members of the legislature from. 
Writing to 'Washington contrary to his wishes*. He accord- 
ihgly arrived at Albany the latter end of January «nd mani- 
fested the utmost solicitude ft>r the electieaiof Mr. Jefferscm*- 
He wasof o{miion that this mode of conduct would produce 
tht belief ki the legislature,- that there could be no doubt o£ 
Ae i88ae> and that it would consequently prevent Hie rcpWb- 



lioim nmtnbcrt ffii^ ireprrese&ting the s«i»e «f t!fe tftate to 
it« d^^Mibii . iA^ GiMEtt^ress. I^ f ai^e attendanct^ libweire^, 
In "die legi^tlli%) ey^iced that motif eft ^eif iiffetiittt fh>Ri 
tbeM 6f ybffbm^ his legii^kttve duty taHed hhh to Afliftiif . 

But the republican members o^the state legislature) were 
attachedto/nnwV^i?, not to men» Mr. Jefferson was the man of 
the public choice. The state of New- York was bound by every 
principle of duty and honor, to forego local considerations* 
It was a matter of no consequence on what side of the Poto- 
mac, he who was to be the I^resident livedv The only ques- 
tif)h Was, ddes he possess the qualifications necessary to fill 
thef highest Office in the country I Mr. Jefferson, in the esti- 
xnatidtai of the Republican members of the Legislature, did.^ 
The blandishments of Mr. Burr with them were lost upon 
hifii; His influefiicej in comjparison of that of Mr. Jefferson* 
'was as a drop df water is to the ocean* An honorable and 
astonishing union of the party existed. In a Legislature 
of one hundred and fifty one members, Mr* Burr had not more 
than three or four partizans among the Republicans, and 
none of them dared to come out openly in his favon Their 
txnall stiB voice was silenced by the shouts in favor of Mr. 
Jefferson* Our Representatives in Congress were satisfied 
by the expressions of the public sentiment in langaage not 
to be misunderstood; and Mr. Burr had the mortification to 
find on his arrival at Albany, that Mr- Jefferson was tvery 
thing and himself nothing^ as it respected the office of Presi- 
^ 4ent* Still, however, these alarming symptoms did not dis- 
Qourage him. 

Mr. William p. Van Ne^s, who has always been a devot* 
ed instrument of Mr. Burr, and who was employed as his 



^efu in the suppression of the History of the Adimmstra<> 
tlon of Mr. Adamst accompanied Mr. Burr to Albany^ 
This young gentleman, early practised in the ticu>us art of 
dissimulation, was entire ly in his confidence* As the toi^;ue 
is to the mind, so was Mr. Van Ness to Mr. Burr. He ut- 
tered his sentiments, he was the herald of his expectations. 
It was allimportant to the success of Mr.' Burros unprinci- 
pled projects, that our Representatives in Congress should 
be induced to believe, that the State of New-York: was indif- 
ferent whether Mr. Jefferson or Mr. Burr was President. 
Accordingly this/i/at/ thing of Mr. Burr, this Mr. Van Ness, 
wrote a letter to^Mr. Edward Livingston at Washington, 
tlien a member of Congress for the city of New-York, stat- 
ing it as the sense of the RefiudUcan fiarty^ that after 9om 
trials in the House of Representatives, Mr. Jefferson should 
be given vfi for Mr. Burr ! He dso vn'ote to a gentleman in 
Poughkeepsie,* requesting him to obtain a letter from an in- 
ftuential person in New-Jersey, to the Republican members 
in Congress for that State, urging a like line of conduct* 
These letters being written, under the eye of Mr. Burr, by 
a person notoriously under his direction, demonstrated the 
iiand of the principal.t Circumstances like these induced 

* Names are not mtntionedy but if the facts shall be denied^ 
they can be brought forward, 

t M the same time Mr^ JSurr*s devoted tools were not idlt 
in the city of J^ew-York* ^ young Tnan of the name of Ma" 
thew L» JDavis'-'^o remarkable for his chattering^ thai 
it has alwaxjs afificarcd strange that Mr, Burr should trust him 
■^vifh his secrefS'^fhis youth fevfahcut the streets like a shuttle^ 



t&e F^idertiists to hold out with so much pertenichy agaiiiit 
Mr. Jefferson. They could not be persuaded but that New- 
York would, after going through the ffxrfn tS. adherence to 
Mr. Jefferson, declare in substance i»:fkvor of Mr. Burr* 
With this view, and under these impressions, during tbfci 
awful balloting iBcene, they flocked rouiid the baUbt box of 
the state of New-York, every time the balloting was renew- 
ed, expecting to see the cecession of that state from Mft 
Jefferson, and thereby such confusion produced in the Re-» 
publican ranks as would enable them to obtain a victory i 

sock throvfn/rom the hands of his master j declaring that af^ 
ter the first or secmdvote in the Hoiue of Refiresentatives^ the 
Refiublicans ought to give ufi Mr. Jefferson, and join the Feder^ 
alists to elect Mr. Burr. He declared it as his cfiirdony that any 
ether policy vfould be extremely injudicious. Li the /n^ Fed- 
eral (one f this wise C7z<f discreet youth observed^ that thetipo Re^^ 
publicans had an equal number qf votes^ and that this fai^t ,sheiV' 
ed that the country had no^ choice between them ! Besides^ ultU 
Tnately-i he saidy the Refiublicans lanstgive wayy and a too great 
obstinacy t^ould OTily injure the feelings of Mr. Burr^ which 
might firoduce disagreeable consequences^ as he would im- 
dpubtedly in the end be President I 

It may be firoficr to afiologize for having takennotice of this 
miserable instrument of a wretched firinci/ial. BiU being in the 
confidence of Mr. Burr^ and known to circulate his o/iinionSf 
it was necessary y in order io develofie the nature^ andf in some 
degree^ the extent of the plot. 

I 



^K^ in New-York and elsewl^re, ceo6iu*ed what^they cteea*» 
^ an imprep^ pertenactty in Be^r of Mr*. Jefiersoo ; and 
cc^niot be persiMdedi until it was^tbunderec^ia their ears 
1)jj[:thes<>uDid of csomo&y thiaty their AV^/^dagoawas notunU 
tflrwUy wotshij^AI 

"'On' 'the eve df the Presitf^ntial Choice, in the Hcflpfse of 
Representatives, a series of essays appeared in the New- 
York Gazette under the signature of ^/iaminondas, itAdrtsscd 

'to' the Federal mtiabtTs of the House of Representatives* 
They originally appeared in 'five numbers, but were after- 
wards jpublished in^ pattiphlet,-a form- more convenient for 
circulation. They were ihteiiaed to laiite the Federalists in 

'the choice of Mr; Burr. Epaminondas was the eflUsion of 
an invendve mixid ; a "warm inaagination : the style was 
somewhat elegant. U]^n close inspection it will be found that 
itwas written1)y a person intimately iu:quainted with the vice- 
president. It was a philippic against Mr. Jefferson; a 
prodigal eulogium on Mr.Btirr. It was an artful appeal to 
the hopes and fears, the ^de and avarice, the ambiti<Mi 
and' cupidity,' of the Federal party. The author is not 
kxfewh,' but it is presumed that it was written in Mr. Burr's 
library^ A young man of the name oi Mmfbrt^ who, when 

. Epaminondas was"written, lived with Mr. Burr, has fre- 
quently declared at Washington, since the elevation of Mr. 
Jefferson, that he wrote it unrfer the eye of the Vice-Prea- 
ivlent.* 

* We extract the following from Epaminondas, tAa^ the reader 
may form, some idea of the nature and 9tyU of the firoductioru 



Mf, Mr. Boveruras much pkftsed. it is^kAOwnthathe a|f- 
p&ed to Mx^ lim^ the proprietor of the ^Gazette, iA \i1^!c)i 
th^y appeared, and, ^mili^g, very: cordially, enquired Jot th^. 

« Not one word ;inore of the cosaun^d time,. 
" Let's take the instant hy ^^^ forward top-* . 
" Turning past evils to advantages.", 

<* M kas been objected to Mr. Burvy that he. ftosse^esnot the 
cmfidence of his ovmfiarty* It is only, to state this ' objection ti 
' ba convinced of its f utility . The diversion qf a single suffrage^ 
from Mr. fiurr^ nvQtdd have, insured Jhfi, Presidency t& Mr*,-. 
Jefferson, Had such vxint of co^denc^ ^xtstedy an exfiediefi^ 
so oMoitfi wotUd not hope beenneglected^ when it was notorious., 
thai in the event qf em eqitaUty of axiffrages^ thepcmaurrence of a 
mcLJority of the states in^fayor qfMr. Jefferson cotddnot^ with 
9qfetyjbejiresume4» Admitting for a moment this, aliedged wa^tf- 
efconfidencci it fWqidd furnish an irresistabie argument for thet 
preference of.Mr.JPurr* ^ Is it then true, as this admission 
would seem to imfily^ f/to ^M^chief. Jiopes of ^A^ subversion of" 
the existing systeni dti catered j« Mr. Jefferson ? That Mr. 
Burr is mgnalizedby a di^situm less hostile, by a t»emfier more 
acconunod^ing ? Is the. atchi^emen$ Jncomfilete vnless Mr, , 
J^erstm be the hero? Witt the car of triumph be less gtacef titty / 
J^e.d by Mr* Burr ? Is thevi&twy wifjiout bloody .and are 4he - 
conquerors to enjoy only the, lesser honors, of an ovation ? Are ^ 
they to be' deprived qf the mual accompanyments of a tri^ . 
umfih; the sight of the vanqmshed yoked to thevidtor*3 charicO; 
mdgracingbi% entry into theJCapxtoll . Thrjmgh the .go^iUem^ 
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aiithen Thi» might bare been a Jhieue fo cover the real 
writer : be this, however^ as it may, it appears that Mi4 
Burr was highly gratified withi and felt himai:Jlf obliged to 

0fftrcnndcnctj or by some tmha/ipy fatality y there seems to siib^ 
nst a necessary connection between vice and noeakness. Bad 
men are the worst preservers of their onm secrets*^ Unhappily 
for the few desperate partizans if this objection^ theyhave^ %tnth 
usualindiscretiony divulged their reasons^ Mr. Jefferson^ say 
theyy in the very gristle of his youthj nayy in its first conception ^ 
pronounced the doom of the constitution* Like Hannibaly he 
has sworn on his country's altarsy that the federal union of its 
states shall be dissolved** With him say theyy the Rubicon ia 
past. The sacraments have been administered ; t^e bloody 
morsel of execration has been swallowed s his agonies are past* 
What might appal the devil he now dares do* On Mr* Burr 
we have now no such hold ; he is in the very infancy of political 
sinning : the infernal lake is not yet crossedy and the boat 
launched from shore ; hardly within its portalsy and holding the 
clue in handy he may yet Tttv&c^t his wanderings in the lahy^ 
rinth of error : he may yet be redeemed without the sacrificet 
tf another mediator***^ Pages 15, 16 and l^'^ 

' t How exactly descriptive are these lines of Mr. Burr! 

• What an infamous lying scoundrel. 

} These intimations of the presumed disposition of Mr. 
Burr to coalesce with thefederal party, accord with his assent 
to the proposition to that import of th^ federal negociator. 



Mmforty grateful to his b^efactor, Mr • Burr, with whom 
he ^d lived many months, and willing to render him all 
the service in his power, journeyed to Washington to observe 
the motions of the two contending parties in the House of 
Representatives. He lodged in the same hotel where Mr. 
Jefferson and many of his friends were, and expressed him- 
self freely in favour of Mr. Burr for the Presidency. He 
introduced conversations with several of the Republican 
menAers of Congress, strenuously urging arguments why 
Mr. Burr should be preferred to Mr. Jefferson. This inci- 
dent has about it something suspicious. It is hardly pro- 
bable that » youth so dependant on Mr. Burr would conduct 
liimself iu this way without knowing it would be agreeable 
to him. 

Mr. Dana, a member of Congress for Connecticut, cor- 
responded with a/^(/<?rfl/ gentleman in New-York before the 
struggle in the House of Representatives. We are not au- 
' thorized to mentioa tlie contents of the letters. It is, how- 
ever, probable, that they c(m/:tmndMr. Burry as they were 
regularly laid before him as they came to hand. Delicacy 
towards the gentleman forbids our mentioning his nam«> 
but tUe/ac< vrill not be denied. 

At the same time a correspondence was re^gularly kept 
up, and has been since continued, between Mr. Burr, Day- 
ton, Harper, Henry Lee, Dexter, Bayard, Ross, and 
many other eminent federal characters. It is reported, 
and we believe with truth, that General Hamilton declared « 
in a public company at Albany, in February 1801, that he 



mmMpwvty hk tcourt of justice, that Mr. .Bu^^had'£«i- . 
tri^ued for the firem'deney. . Tht General no doubt alluded 
ta the negt^euution bet^eea Mr. ^urr and the ageru of the ; 
JFedertUiats u> Congress ; we have reason to believe tjiat at 
that tinie -he wafliw well acquainted, with the fact. Hamil- 
ton, though of cpune bontile to the election of. both, pre- . 
f^^rred theelevaliDn ofMr^J.efier^ontothattif Mr. Burr. 

In the year 1794,. a tract of Igtnd belongihg to Mr. Jo/m 
JtUiui AngersteiTk of Londpn, was, sold to Mr, Burr and the 
Jamom James Greenleaf,, jointly, for twenty Jive thousand 
pounds, sterling J*^ One half of that . sum was to be paid in 
London on the first day. of July 1796, with interest at six 
per cent, to be secured by bond* Tiventy thoumhd dollars 
were to be paid by Mr. Burr, in. a note at short date, to Mr. 
Samuel Ward of the city of New- York, agent of Mr. Ang^r- 
fctein. The reipsdnder was to be paid to Angerstein in Lon* 
don on the first of January 1796, to be secured also by 
bond. It appears, that the note for twenty thousand dollars 
wa^i'egularly paid. Previous^ however, to the period when 
the bonds became due, Greenleaf was insolvent, and Mr. 
Burr refused to discharge them. Accordingly a. suit wasr 
ihs'tituted against him, and judgment obtained in the su- 
preme court of this State in favor of Angerstein. From 
this judgment Mr. Burr appealed to the court of Chancerj^v 
In the mean time, however, Burr and Greenleaf. sold the. 
tract of land to Mr. John Browne of Providence, Rhode-Isl-^^ 
a|id, to an immense profit and pocketed.the cash. ^ 

** Or OTIC hundred eleven thouwnd^ one hundred and tCTK 
dokarsm 
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'T^htfirinc^ ffrmaid aftimned b^JMEr^Biir?i)ktite.1bill: of 
^omt^aint preferred by him to the Court of , Cbapcery^ waa» 
tfiat John JuHm Ar^crsteiny from whom he <aBd Qreenleaf 
purchased the land, was an alien at the petiod^fn^bei^. diQ 
conveyance was ma<ie, and that^by cons^eq^ence having, no 
legal title to the land, he had no legal claim on Mr. Burr for 
Ihe unpaid part of the purchase money I 1 1 Mr. Burr knei» 
when he purchased the tract of land, that Angerstein was a 
subject of the King qfJEnglandj and he observed to his agent 
•at the time, that his aUemsm did not materially embarrasa the 
title, hi this Mr. Burr was correct. For it is cust6mary, on 
petition, for the State Legislature to confirm alien titles. 
The plea, therefore, was an extraordinsfty one ; how much 
it savoured oidowmight swindling the reader will determine. 
At any rate he will admit, that, if Angerstfein's title to the 
land were invalid in law, Mr. Burr knew iV when he made ther^ 
purchase ; and, after having made it, to avail himself of hit^ 
aHenism, manifested a (fm^ to embrace a Afju/oitii/tm^g'e to 
''wrest his property from him ! 

While the cause was depending in chancery, Mr. JcA» 
Browne of Rhode-Island, who had purchased the knd fro^ 
^Burr and Greenleaf, petitioned the Legislature of New-YorK 
ttt opnfirm his titie to it. Burr, however, had sufficient ad- 
^ri&s to cause adecision upon the petition to be defend pin^ 
til the following session. This was of immansQiadvantagisiM^ 

Meantime General Hamilton, counsel for Angerstein, * 

- ".? 

* Difference ofiiQlitical sentiment ought not tofirevent^ 
from Hating with great ^nceritt/^ that throufh every stage o}'[ 



ifiqtetring'ofmiccessy and Vireary of piXKrastihatfon, cenn}^- 
mised the matter wkh Mr. Burr, who gave his nate for a par- 
Uon of the amount of the bonds. The amount of the note is 
not exactly known, but it is believed to be a mere trifie. 

After the matter was thus (on the part, of Mr. Burr) most 
disgracefully settled, the state legitilatUre confirmed Mr. 
Browne's title to the land, which was^ facto confirming the 
title of Angerstein. Indeed his alitnism was not a real^ it was 
only a shameJUUy pretended obstacle. . 

The sad tale of tliis enormous injustice reached Washing- 
ton at the Presidential Election, t A partial investigation of 
Ae feet there took place, but by nvhich fiarty we cannot im- 
peratively say. It is, however, to be presumed, that the en- 
quiry was made by i\i^ federalists : it should se6m that even 
^^ questioned the propriety of voting for Mr. Burr for the 
Presidency until their doubts respecting that act of transcen- 
dent iniquity were removed. 

Thomas Smith, of New-York, ^Gerkin CJianceryy\ for- 

this un/iarralelled casCy Afr. Hamilton behaved nuith great justice ' 
to his client and honour to himself. This is no wore than a tri- 
bute justly due to professional worth and integrity, 

^Itis not our intention to travel out qfthefialeofMr.Burr'^ 
political character 9 Were we inclined to give a deifneution of 
his private transactionsy we could ex/dbit a scene that would 
^ harrow up the soul." His connection with Angerstein z* 
Tnentioned ovXy to introduce wltat follows » 

% Smith is one of the little band. lie w, however^ like the 
restj impotent ; and m^>re to be pitied than feared. 
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Vmrded to Washington pipers, it istyeliered, of a demi-ofi- 
cial form- resj[>ctting the Chahcery suit of Angcrstein vsA 
3uiT. Theprecisfe shape of these papers^ however, is not 
k^wn. Xt k'ptobabtei'tlevertiielcss, ^at th*y wei^ stated 
by Smith to be lT«D9»i^ts of Hit ChffBkJtry doctimenb in 
4b«£ case; Aad^et had tbiey htt^flMhc * exempHficationt 
they tuuat haire conti|;ne4 Mr. Bovr lo the lowest degreb of 
«Utn0U8f degri^«io»,^ in- the eye»^<>f every t^jf*/ man* 
On Ai» iaocount we. ane inclined to ^kJi that ih^ ctifll 
must have done moreAoxi Hit ' duty, ThtH Kalig' about 
the.tfansactian, however, somany wdl founded' doubts; s© 
inanysurmisea^rf SI natlu^not very ratable to tltet3crk; 
ih9iX:th^.€fuercpWy &mih, would do ^U '46 explain thtf part 
l)«.acttid'ia thft wSottt transaction ^ We "cannot compel 
SmitfaLtpiiQ&imaU who called upon him^ for Ihbse'papeVs; 
to iijiom they* were sent ; theit nature,' and ifHi^t object was 
intended tb be accomplished by their transmissifoh. '* But the 
public are soiminedlatdiy and greatly' mlercsted in that 
alarniihg and dangerous ifttrigUe / ihkt dark and dishbnora- 
ble plot, Aai tiiej^ have a right to call upon, and. we now aek 
him, to explain the act in question. There may have been 
in the transaction, no violation of official duty ; it nvMty how-^' 
ever, have proceeded from motives hostile to freedom ; ad- 
verse to Mr. Jefferson. 

But we wish to make it appear manifestly probable, that 
Smith did not send the papers to the Republicans in 
Congreess ; but that they were communicated to gratify 
federal curiosity, to rtmovt/ederal doubts ... 

K . ' 
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^}^is^ %F9^^> ^%Vf^^F the- vptes. were J^awa to ^ 

Qou^ of Reji^ffipit^Tess th(e 42^^itcaa»iimpl|e»of €oii* 
jjyes^ hafi ^^ 9^%$]^ for tbe <?J«|nceQr: Irannpri^ts. For 
^y^ thc&» nfitj^.i;^ of two «ecm;9|sc^oi^ iiaiidea wai 

iRag. iwt ^ Mm\ #«w«io® <» thiir jwal firopi tte origim^ 
i^^fp^^^iifilf^a^^m.tOi1i^ His eleetioii 

|f^4|apkt0$qe ^ aB:<VfiPtArvrd9 effected*. . Attbb uiteiiorslagey 
^9»fo|r%.4iQ; RisiictbU^Q^had no cfaoioeas totbat pokit ;> n<S 
9f w. tc)^ &r Jbf«r om^i^etitiioii had occurred : no dtebts 
of . c iyaeqtifflcg CQttM have ari^n in>M(^ ttlxKis vikaxii cfdled 
lor ^9Mth's dots^i^jente to: chase thei6; ain^i Had Uiey 
^oyiJhf 9i raising ^r. purr to the Ptesidenciff 4 and, healing 
of th^T^iy swgular cas^of Angerstein^ deemttditpns^iy 
for|fhe hpnor of the Goyero^nt and tl^ §^ty of thcpeo-^: 
gle, to sift it until they could, if possible,, be sjatMed.of the 
iiuw)cenc^ of Mr, Burr, we might perceive some reason for 
their calling for Smith's p^ipers. and seal. But not a 
Uiought of this, odious kind occupied the iniodsof the* R&^ 
fiublicans.. No new. casualty, therefore, jfor their, consid- 
crjitiQivhad arisen ; and, having no perceiveable,catt*e to callj 
the inference Is irresistible that they did not ask, for the 
papers. 

On the other hand the Federalists^ had great reason to, so* 
licit them. The mere act of opposing the will of the nation 
ih the election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency, was of 
itself so Saring and flagitious, that it required indeed irqn 
consciences and brazen fronts to attempt it. But when 
they came to hear of Burr's transactions with Angerstein> 



UNIVLRr: !' Y I 



#5 - _7_ 

'though a ■ *^Wtary clscj the dtoj^ef bcctoife yvtrAld; fliid the 
resptinsibHitjr of electing SsOttt d thift t6 the presidency, 
pmpbftion^blf migmchted. Thfejr ftkd^g^dat r^afeon, IHere. 
fbt*> to call to fittirth fcf th^ ddcUihlghls : desperate a^ 
th*jr V<5i»fe, they cotiid hatiiljr vof^ fd? Mk'ifui'^ with suck 
A a€*%mring «*tft ih thfe feice. 

Neyerthelessy facts /na^r ovprtum all, that has been Wd 
on thia subject; b\|t. until Mr* Smith shaM; h^ve ^dtho^n 
before the public; until, the sabl^ cloud which hapgS;OT9r 
the transaction shall have been cleared awajr^ it iwH hufcBy 
be said that the above reasoning is esseAUally defective, 
or that the conclusion di^awn from it is mate^^y incorrfd:* 

W« le«^e SriiUh^h ^^alliHsJiliip^i^cfioasonhisIie^^^^^ 
to deat himself f?oitt fhe stispidWl i^hich the acts neces- 
safily excite^ la the btfst mariftei' hfe eSn : and we sincerely 
wish him success ! 

It is not necessary to dwell on the stnig^ ^ioh"£bok 
place in the house of Representatives in choosini^ tlie I!it- 
sidentl The alarming impressions it made OH; every mind, 
can hardly be thus early effaced. We leave it, thepeftwe, 
to 5ome future historian to draw the picture. The issue is 
known. 

• Havuis ocfx^kvipa^ed Mr. BOfr Xo £lie Vice-FfesUentlal 
disdr, it may be prdf er t<> joilliiey ^Vith him to tfiie preseilt 
pamd. His oos^dnyy though ttdf iirf a^ebl^, ihay 6e 

The first thing tlmt attracts attention ^^, an incident 
which occurred at Baltimore as the Vice-President passed 
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through that citjr to take h],s seat in .the .Senate* Several 
congratulatory addresi^ea bad heen pre3ented to Mr. Jef- 
ftrson on his elevation to the Freskiency. The hearts of our 
fellow citizens were warm, and ^oxigeniid efiusions sponta- 
neously issued from them. It was not to be expecte^i that 
Mr. Jefferson would so far foiiget ths^he was^fi man ; tliat he 
Wculd be guilty of so palpable a violation of the laws of deco- 
^m, as not to answer the friendly aiid' unaffected addresses 
which were daily presented to him by a pleased people. 
H^ accordingly soisweredthem : it was meet to do so. ' Mr. 
Burr, however, was pleased to take another course. He 
would not be so unlike a jR^u6&can as to answer addresses. 
There was «ome art in this : it might catch a few easy gulls, 
and give him a transient popularity n<^ due to his motives. 
At any rate he was pursuing a policy at variance with that 
of Mr. Jefferson ; and it suited his vie^s to try opposite ex- 
periments. 

The following relation of this incident taken from the 
« Democratic Ret)ublican," printed at Baltimore, will suffi- 
ciently elucidate Mr. Burr's inotivcs. It needs no coro- 
xnent. ' •'*^'' ' *-' • 

« Much has been written and printed in the U. ^. about 
Party; and to be a Party-man with the Opposers of .tlie 
present Administration, provide4 he be oi their Pa^rty, is, 
with them, to be virtuous a;id honorable.) iD^mderatio 
Republicanism, however, holds no such preposterous idea 
in the catalogue of its tenets. The virtuous Democrat, 
coiisidwed in* his national capacity, fe or Wgllt & be a cor- 
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ukx and uprJight mtiiy with pure tsl&imirlQ^c views, t)Kndf% 
.to. the benefit of his Country : No ambitious comiderationt 
.of his own should obtrude oa the-4eyoUoi) of his IiJ)ors and 
abilities to the genera] welfare. Such a ma^, the Nation ex* 
pected to find in. Mr. Jefftnon j and in hik they have not 
.been disappointed* 

"Mr. Burr^ likewise, it ivas.espected, would, when 
brought into full view, prove a rare jewel in the girdle of our 
tJnion: Rumors, 'hoWeVer, have? gbhe forth, rendering 
doubtful the character of Mr. Burr. Our intentions relating 
to this affair have already been stated, and we should not 
now here hsive introduced the subject agaiii thus early, were 
•it not that we wish to. rescue from oblivion a characteristic* 
circumstance concerning the Vice-president^ which occured 
in this City at the tame of his journey towards Washing^QBk 
to take upon him the Vice-presidentship. On this occasion 
he stopped at Mr. Evans's Tavern, where a number^ of re3# 
pectable Democrats waited upon him^ afid colluded to, ad* 
dress him# The Address was drawn p^t) ond shown to the 
•Yip^rPrHSldefit, who observed, that he. .was inimical to A<i' 
A*essea in general; but if such were the disposition of the ' 
GeiitlenMia - present, ho had no particular objection thereto* ^ 
provided^ a certain part was stricken out> which Was, where 
tiJey gave him-prdse for hiis declension of a competition with 
M^.'jejfetsonjorthe Presidency. The Democrats, however,* 
as' we understand, refused to strike out the passage f wd 
s^ted, as th^ir, reason, that that very^ a^ of Mr.B4iTwa« * 
the whole, burden. of their 9ong; and that* shocdd tbi^ be left - 
9Ut, they had notJdng to my to the Ffce^e^dent. Thiswa^ 
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#fjo oommuDicated.tDrBfr* Buvr^^Ho fii^Iftejr ^ Mni^ iii #«* 
^turning hisvcibalAnswer^ declared, ^< that k wub ikt from 
iiim to put himself in oppoatkm to that gl-eat and*^ good man 
Thomas JeSkvaum*^* ' • 

., ^ 

" We make no further Comment at preirantf than tnereljr 
to observe, with Dr. Franklin, that a Feather vnil sometimes 
«A(wa how the wiiidlSidw^.''^ 

No man ^n^tf^mngly^ mor^ zealops for t&e removal of 
Jedtraiijls from office under the general and ftate govern- 
ments than Mr. Burr, In this, though, hi^ inotives were 
improper, he was not fingular. 216^ umtii voice of the Rf" 
publican party, of more than three fourths of the citizenSt 
fcarcely one of whom was permitted to hold an office un- 
der the adminiftration of John Adams, demanded their re- 
moval. Mr. Burri however^ in ardently recommending 
this juft and univetfal eje£iion from office, had various ob- 
jtsds in view. And finding that this^ople were folici- 
tous on this fubjeAi he took care to inform RepuUicdns 
iSliaX he was not kfs fo than themfelves. In tloing this it 
is. by no means believed- that Mr. Burr was'gui^ eidier 
by found principles or pure views. ; On the cpntcavy,. it ft 
incfwn^ fo far as a^ion demonftrates inteaik^y tbs^t his mmT** 
waf'd advocation of removals from offic^» was /fj^ aad 
ifjfidious. He had two obje£ls to.accomplifli by it-— Qa 
the one hand, efpecially in New- York, he vriflicd to g^ 
his devoted Creatures into office j and in this he was pretty 
fucCefsful. On the other hand, np matter however unjuft, 
heknew that-itwas more than probable that the federalifts 
would endeavour to throw great and undeferved odium 
ott die executive for making remoTals/ which might excite 
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<l)f(X>&teiit&' in* (bme fort calculated to render his admini[& 
tratioii utipoptthr. And it will readily be believed^ that 
Mr.; Burr was of opinioii that every ftep which would 
make the adminiftration unpopular would ^ield proper* 
tbaate luiVaAtages ta faimfelf. Befides, iht fSHHwt zeal 
which he ma^ifeft^ for removals, wab admirably calcu-^^ 
lated to cover his perfidious correfpondence with federal- 
ifts. 

At Wsifluagtotv^Mr. Burr very ftrongly recomnaended 
reipovals Jfropi offii^s ;. and he went fo far a^ to make out 
a lift of names as fubftitutes for thofe whofe removal' he 
r«comm^ded« Thi^ fift contained the names, principa]Iy,y^ 
of the prcfcnt Rttk band, ft is known that he urged in 
particular, the removal of Col. Gibs from the 6ffice of 
Marjbal^ and recommended his^i^^i/Swartwout, as his fuc^ 
ceflbr. This could only be viewed as a remuneration for. 
the unlimited devotion of Swartwout to the views of the. 
Vice PreCdent, In thus recommending removals, Ijad his 
views been patriiftif, we fee nothing to condemn^ but much 
to admire. 

But Mr. Burr has been equally a£live and jealous in * 
endeavouring to make tht federallfis believe, that he had m i^ 
band direSfly or indireSfly with the removals. Nay^ there is 
reafon to believe that he has gone fo ^^r, as to reprobate 
to them the removals that have been made as improper if • 
not odious and opprei&ve. He has fpoken of them as if 
hf^ were unfriendly to a fingle r^noval. Aquila* Giks, 
^be £x-Mar(hal, who in all probability was removed prin- 
cipally in con&quence of Mr. Burr's recommendation, has 
lately declared op$nly^ to fcvcral perfons, that a friend of 
Mr. Burr^ had been to, arid fatisfied hiro> that the Viu 
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frtfidefft hadn&thing tp do mediately er immdiatety nmtb hii 
removal !* And Mr. Giles was fo firmly perfuadcd of the 
iriendiinefs and congeniality of Mr. Burr, that he atthe 
iiiunc time declared he woald contribute his intereil and 
/ exertions to Support Mr. Burr*s ekftion to the Prefidency. 
So much for this part of his confummate duplicity ;f 

* We confidently appeal to CqI. Giles for the truth of tMs 
Aatem^t. 

f The writer of the attack on the Prefideiit, figned *' Lucius 
Junias Brutus^'* hak the- following remarks in a* note, page 4S. 
Speaking of the Mtt*iAiiito» £tffli« he fays, 

** All the direAors were napaedby Ma* Bur n, and Danxi:]^ 
LvBLow being a moniedfaMXi^ was one • he was then eleded 
Prcfident. The appointment of ,Mr. Luniow. in the place of 
Ma. Watsom, of Ma, Swartwout in the place of Col. 
GiLKS, of Mr. Livingston in the place of Mr..HARRmN, 
and of Mr. Gelston in the place of Mr. Sand?, are all to be 
traced to the fame hand. In vain may Mr. Burr openly af- 
fertthat he knows nothing of thefe removals/ or thake it a 
point to f>^fi«Ar^ that he difapproves of the whole fyfiem': Be 
may relj upon ic that the federalifls are more and more aware 
•f the intricacy of his charafter, and more and more apprchen- 
five of his fnbtU machinations." 

Thefe remarks were evidentl/ written by one accufiomed to 
move in the' higher political circles, and well acquainted with 
intmof movements. The pamphlet has been attributed to Gen, 
Hamilton; it is, however, probable, that it was fubmitted to him 
for infpedion before publication. It afppears from the animad- 
verfiona, that Mr. Bxjrr had, before the/Hmphlet was iffued to 
the world, which was in Auguft 1801, iitfifiuaui to the feder- 
alifls that he dif approved of the removals that had been made ! 
This corroborates the obfervationsof Col GitEs^that "a friend 
of Mr. BrRR had fatisficd him that he had no agency in his Te^ 



, Mr. Burr was soUeitdus for the ^Hk>to^aEiefit of one Ihlti*; 

thewL.. Davis-— a very hunible creature of hia»r4<> fill the. 
naval office in the custom-houae of New-York. Two of the 
principal offices in the city were now fiHed by men devote t» 
his views; and though Davis had mtrethan thecomaioa 
levity and indiscretion of youth, miserable in talents^ Widiout 
solidity of thought, and the mere buffoon of the. city, Mr. 
Burr left no expedient untried to obtain the office for hisfu 
Mr. BuiT's efforts to effect the removal of scmie of the officeril* 
in the city of NewtYorkt and the i^ipomtmexit jof his cr^^ 

VOTE, "' " ' ' ■ '" 

moval r Well migHt Lucius Junius 'Bauxus fay that die 
ckara^er of Mr. BURR was intricate ! - - ^ : 

About the time when Lucius Junius Baurus was written, 
to wity in June or July 1801, Mr. Lang had a paragraph in 
his Cassette, ftating that Mr. £urr» a few days before, dined at 9 
private houfe with many federal charaders in this city » and had 
declared to the company, that unlefs the uffi&abk part tftim 
federalifti would fupport the prefent adminijlration it could not 
stand I It went fo far as to infinuate in pretty plain terms, 
that Mr. Burr feemed to be of opinion that there was not fuffici- 
ent talent and ufpedi ability in the Republican party, to fupport 
a truly dignified adminijiration. We have not the paragraph 
by us ; its contents, however, are well remembered, and we be- 
lieve correctly Aated. But if not, Mr, Buaa,oTMr. Lan«, 
or fome other of his friends, will doubtlefs fet us right. 

In all I his there appears a coincidence. Nevertheleft, it may 

be laid that Mr. Lang made zfalfe Jlatement» And this^ from 

the known propenfity of the Editor to mifreprefentation, may 

appear plaufthU. But we afftrt that there is the greateft 

reafen to believe that the/«^^a«c^of the paragraph was ftrift- 

Ijr corrciS. // is known that Mr, Burr was unwilUn^ $0 

have the fail examined I 

L 



rMti^'toiMoceed' thinly lAd hitheiito beon cronmed lAitH 99 
iMth^tueoeM^ Ihathodoemed it ctly tveceMary to decHU)^ 
fromtheeKccutiiw rcaumit a&dappointmexxU to effect both«. 
Bant?% ii|Q>WKtinMb which was expected in June^ IBOl, di<L 
mi'UWt* Mr< BmriMgaft to.oipect tfaattheiesoec^itire w»s 
dii^wied, ivitit hi5 impoftuintm. Thii^ however, did 
ii^ci(;i^ie>hittteTd»ioexentQa iiiiivou^ ^tU friend* 
Fiading thei^pisldatjr cfimrespondfiDce wa» mefficaciote^ be 
A«p«tt3hed*to* Washingloii hift tnutjr and weU>bek)ired;fl;ren/, 
Mt^^Williim J^* Vaiilfqssj to w«teh the laovemcat^ of the 
executive^ spy out the nakedness of the land} and report on 
tbi^probatailityof cyeiitwl,sufc^38» The* dispatches of fhn 
Me ndnUter^ howeyer,^erawnf^TOttrsble. It waa thou^^ 
th9t Chai^Uor LiTingaton^who was then at WashingUHMUd 
net'thiBfc<|uite so^well of Onyis a% Mr* Burr* It was ali^sup* 
^sedy that theexecutrve hadnot tlie utmost confidence in 
Mt« Bnt r^s reconmiendations, and- it was suggested that % 
ftw4iries from Gov- Clintonihfatour of Davis, would tend to 
insure the success of his application* But the Govemort 
to whom application was made, begged to be excused from 
reconfinending Davis ! 

The -Minister^ havmg^completed his mission, retumed to 
Kew»-Y6rk, alid cast a gloom over Mr. Burr and his ////A? ex» 
fiectant.^ It was believed that Davis would not obtain the 
appointment. It was supposed that the office was intended 
Jor.Gcnexal Bailey, of Dutchess. Deep mortificationjensiied> 
4in4> we. rathcr.think,a little revenge was contemplated* 

goon after Mr.^JamcR JLinn^ of N<^w-Jersey, was appointed 



tQ the o£Bce of Supervisor of the DiMrict of New-Jcrety%* 
This gave great offence t^ Mr. Buir, U> Davis,^nd the rest gf 
the male-contents. ThCiyimagmed they saw in it the com- 
pletion of a system wiich alone kept Mr. Burr from tlie 
Presidency. It was ppcnly insinuated by t)avis that the 
election of Mr. jTefferson was the result of a comfiromUej 
which he staled to be of the jEoUowing. naUU>e* 

Mr. Linn had alternately voted with the Federalists and 
Republicans.- Qen?r4 Bafley vt>t^ rigaiftit live .Republican 
party in the House of Representatives on the qocstioh Ib'r 
making appropriation to carry inweifeet the British treaty. 
This, he believed, was the only time he had abandoned the 
Republicans. It was, however, enough to show that he-was 
not always to be relied on. Mr, Edward WvlngStDtt, too, w^ 
suspected ; but on whataccount was not stated. ^iVppriehcn- 
sive, said Davis, that the firmness of these mea wai|ld jiel4 
to the stubbornness of the federaliatS) a pr^posiitiflil was made 
to them by a confidential/rierid <^Mr. Jkfptrswn^ .19 thii e$e^^ 
^ i^i^Otf, Mr. Lirrn^ vnU conHnue to vote ^ Mu J^et^ek^ yov 
^Aailt^aftfiointed St^trviagf^qftAeDhMcid/M^^tHty f if 
yoUf Mrm Lhrin^tortj wll do the mme^ you MhaiL de DUtfitt At» 
tomey of JVev^York ; andifyou^ General BaiUy^ will aUo <ro«-* 
tinw to -voitjor Mr. Jefferson youthaHdt Mkval offiittr ^ the 
'Cu9tom'H6u0e o/Mw^YorkJ"' Accordingly, ttald the UtHe di>- 
afipiointed applicant^ Mr. Livingston has been appoiiited, and 
tto has Mr. Litin ; and the Naval ofl^ce, it app«arsi i» reservei 

• We believe we are correct a» to time ; we are certain we 
are Of to &cts* But we have no documents to re/et to reepect* 
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for Genera! B wley* But, why, Mr. Davis, is not Mr. Btdley 

appointed? Because I AM strongly recommended by Mr. 

BuKR for that office, and Mr. Jefiferson is afraid of offending 

him ! These reiharks came originally from Mr» Burr 2 Da- 
f •»..•'■' • ■ ■ 

vi9 was only the open and licenced retailer of them* * 

This was the first overt opposition of Mr. Burr and his 
little band to the measures of the administration, t 

♦ Those who 'sM take the ttonHle to read Mr. Bayard* 9 sfieech 
,(m the abolition of the Judiciary Law^ i&ill find mrnilar .remarks 
in it : Indeed^ almost vfordfor toord the same* Whether Mr* 
Burr commumcated these unfounded notions to Mr* Bayard or 
notywetaftndt say* 

t Before Mr* Van ^ess went to Washington^ Davis had great 
hofies of obtaining' the NavaUOffice : indeed he fancied he was 
counting%e six or seven thousand dollars^ the annual fiaoceeds 
'ofii. Hi imagtruitionj he had made all his arrangements y taken 
his seat in the Cktstom^Mmsej dismissed the Clerks^ strutted like 
an (^er^.s^kenHkeanojficerf andfilaced his ftenin his ^^flne 
powdered, httifi^ in imitation of a great man* Procrasttnatim^ 
however^ chased aw^y the sjiectres qf his juvenile mind^ and he 
had the Tnortificatiori to find that all his " castles were built in the 
'air.'* > ^ 

He wasdethrmined^ however ^ not to be appalled by tri/iess 
Following the example ofhisPfototyfie^ he resolved to persevere 
to the end* Sensible that many thir^ are gained by impudenecy 
which a modest man would never think of^ his hopes qf success 
Svere conuriensUrate with his brazenness* He concluded to make 
personal appHcatum for the office^ and to have a denial^ if one 
must be hady from the lips qfMr* Jefferson* 

Accordingly, he danced attendance on every personfrom whom 
he thought a letter to Mr* Jefferson would be qf service to him" 



Langttage is inadequate to the expression offSn^MStfg^ 
which wiU be experienced by every enlightcaal man,* who 
shall read this simple narration df an atrodous caJnMiny) in- 
vented toghit the rage of an. inordinately «iiri»itioiift^aiid^9- 
appointed faction. It will hardly be imagined that the three 
gentlemen of whom the story is told, were ao unpatriotic as 
to stand in need of a bribe to stimulate" them to the perform- 
ance of their duty, or so critfdnalli/ mean as toaecept olit* 
The story is too xmcrcdible to gain belief. And tlfi5*ttniform 
tenor of the life of that exalted man wh^ administers the 
* * *• .'-''-. J- ' * , 

NOTE. '■-.'. \ 

ielf, Jlmong otfiera he afifiUed to Mr. De Wttt C&nftw, vMytr 
*good reaionsy refused to tmte in his fav^ ; and ever mnecMs 
vfrntomsh t(mgue hasTicvercemed to4:ia€kQgmn»tMm* .^ 

Thus ^accoutred'!* he began his JQumey to WashingUm. On 
his arrival there hejound that Mr. Jefferson had retired to his 
seat at Monticello. , The ardency of the youthj however, was 
not abated by the length andru'ggidness of the roads. ' Mr e&d 
the coolness sf the Secretary of the Treasury retard Ms sts^. Be 
was bent on seeirig the President, jiccordtnghf^ hif^d^^arrutgc 
and afootTnanyandf ^ the style of a Mibobj rode to MonHcello in 
guest, of an office I jit Afonticello he was rtcevved^ as every 
stranger isy with the characteristic hospitaUty of the state, and 
the ease and frankness of the venerable sage who tnhndint "tjle 
charming mansion. After thfee days solicitation, Iktvis^Sid 
'adieu to the executive, despairing of the iUtaimrtsefii (fV^ wi^e$4 
-In rAif# unmanly expedition he ejipended about two kuntfrtdfl^ 
>bitts,x tetumfd kome- giving ufi qll hopes, qf removii^g; .t^ 

Clerks, and no^^^fmbtiCoAvinq^d 0a(iMr* fiurr :q>ot^d make^ 
much better JPresident than JM^. Jqfferson /. Such was the Qidxo* 
tic expedition ^our, little expectant ! Davis has ever since been 

an openopponentoftheadminiitfaHdn* ' ' '^ """ ^ '*'** 



akwiffffn. . Ifagw mnncr'toown «cx l)e*g«»lt)f 4>f a^^daoup* 
^I^tmritM^fi <fttt0h.lQ«» !»f H(t»t tew .liiiil lutJbM act -wluch 

^!!lie:&faiifiatioQ» hpVQjftr9 Und^-tp «hew ^M .Mr« Burr aoid 
hi^Muk AiiMrhftA some ]Mfeft /{m^i^fttieiF U ifo^^d or net) 
«f4hft.4eiN:tii»nipf the three g«»d€sa«», and tb&tia the end 
-jdiqrWlSt^'WPOfrU/disappQiBW. 

The next act of the executive which aroused the mal€rvt>« 
lence of Mr. Burr and his few adheren&i was the appointoent 
HOf UTf Hxsp^ P ^^ <>$c^ of district judge of Rhode^sland* 
This ease is ao weUkaQwn that it caxmot be necessary to do« 
tail all Uie cincmnatancea whidi at^nd^d t^eapfN^ittaeaat* 

^ Mr-Say Greene was, while a senator of tlxe United States^ 
appointed by John Adams, in the expiring agonies of his ad- 
jjlinirtration, and evidently in hostility to the constitution, 
Hia^iet Judge of Rbode^Island- Such, however, was the 
{Meipitanoy with which Mr. Adams endeavo^red te organ- 
ize a phalanx of judges to oppose the adioiinifitration <tf his 
successor, that being written titrdd-mght^ when all nature is 
bc^ncd to sleep, his commission was made out for a circuit 
j|ia|aa4 of a Utrict Judge. It was accordingly returned to 
.aha pr^Nsr dapaHmcmt fp^ correction ; but Mr. Jefieraon, 
' aansMe thai the appointment was unconitkttt|WOMl» and there* 
iM>void; that no appointment^ right had been made, no^ 
ndnated MriBaroes in Ws pkee, andconaaiaaionedhimdur- 
injf the receaa pf Congress. It appears that the poKtical 
aentimcnia of Mf< Sam^ were opposed to those of the exe- 
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not; aiLd?)3i«^iifoaroi»inioi& 

The appolatme&t however^ fumUhcsilar; pMMbkr' pietttiA 
for GOtnplaintfWhich vma embraced with gre&t seal and keen- 
ness* It^war x c pi c Bent fed as mo^om in tiieti%bt?<if theH- 
tteens ef Hhode-Iilaiui) as> iB;^dr6pfmoO| t»«M» at wtff 
witll'^lKKtttieift haAexpectedfrom the admiedili^ovr^^MM 
Jdfetiottr tbatliiv tmiied pep^ari^ war n6 umv Iv^chHir 
aUtU. M^T) Itwaastattfiy-iipoB^ieauthofttf tifl«i^ ^Ot 
talAftOMMireceJ^dfroXfi iixQCiential mesrlMl MSfl JIASIe:^ 
soa^ecciqHedrjQtaiaBH.a: spaeein thefestitaat&A t)f^4n^eM» 
jens qf Rh6de^l5land,tha;t wer« heacandidate:ft>r.tlre^9Mtt^ 
dency at that moment, ndt one voice would be raiinllitt:Mf 
favour. This fancied estrangement from the execM^er '<e9c^ 
cited many sweet sensations^ The clamour was lottd4 vi<l 
thottgih Mb. Burr was the source^ of it^ he had f<>rg;i>4^ ika^ 
knvmngfyvxA with ICi^tyei often, he prevailed upp^i the; theii 
Secretar3^f th^ Navy, General S. Smith, to appoint P4kNX£i| 
Ludlow, of the City of New-York, who bore surms againstv 
the revolution, to the office of Navy Agent for this District 1 

This exhibits the readiness with which Mr. Burr and hia 
adherents availed themselves of " trifle^ light as air" to op^ ^ 
po&e and misrepresent the acts of the executive* . , I 

From the General Government, we turn our attention U^ 
t|ac state of jNcw-York,' ' 



Hwffi bereadDf tieEeted that Mr. Burr wa$. dbpte^isedt, 
viih those patriots in his own tta,te who bad tipposed. his am-/ 
hitiottsproj^scts. Smarting uader the lash of disappointment) 
ids resentments were alive ; his pride woundc4#In the ful|iess 
'of his chagrin he meditated revenge : he sc^Jigf^t to:^glut it. 
By him all were considered enemies who had hindered hia 
dectioii to thePrpsidency. .: 

In^Afril.lSOl, ^le ^lectioa for Governor wia^tti occur. 
The chief magiMacy* had been occupied ^ years by a* 
ftdettAUt. It w&s essential to make choice of a candidate of 
tbe'ntt^t weight and inSu^ice> as snch an one wo^ld.be^the 
ttM^ likidy to flucceod. And this success was neQe8sai:y to 
confirm the recent republican triumph,, and efiectu^liy dis- 
courage the federal party. It was conceived that Governor 
QSmMx was the most. Hkely person to answer sJl these ex*, 
feetatimuu The eyes of the whole state were turned to- 
wards himf ^ 

• Accordingly) the Legislature in their November session of 
tt05/made choice of the Governor. Thix judiclotis^lec- 
tldn gave general satisfaction. Mr. Biirr, hovr^Veir, Wh6 ^ii 
then a member of the Legislature, was displeased with it. 
On his way ftx>m Albany to New-York &e censured the mea- 
sure in strong terms. He called on Chancellor Livingston,' 
and endeavoured to excite in him resentment, by discolouring 
the "motives and objects of the nomination^ Coiild he have 
ptevailed on the Chancellor to permit himself to be held up 
4^ a candidate on the federal side in opposition to the Go- 
vernor, he would have attained a valuable object in effectually 
, putting asi4e a formidable rival ! It was believed that Mn 
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%\in was offended because he was not himself nominated for t^ 
the governorship I It was known thatf as there was no con- ^ 
stitutional incompatibility! he would have gladly held at onee 
Ifoth that office and the Vice-Presidency, in case he failed In 
his endeavors to obtain by intrigue the first office in* the 
general government. • 

So many disappointments following in quick succession to 
baffle his ambitious schemes^ Mr« Burt* was determined to/ 
satiate in some degree his thint for revenge. * ' 

The Legislature of this State had passed an act to call a 
convention ^ £>r the purpose of considering the parts of die 
Cons^tution of the State, respecting the number of Sepa* 
tors and members of Assembly, and with power to reduce 
and Hmit the number of them as the Convention might 
deem proper, and also for the purpose of considering and 
determining the true corutruction of the 23d article of the 
Constitution, relative to the right of nomination to <^ce" in 
the Council of Appointment. The Reftublican members of 
the Council had claimed a co-ordinate right with Governor 
Jay to nominate to office, which he opposed ; in consequence 
of which, appointments were suspended until a construc- 
tion to the article was given by the Convention. 

It was falsely reported that General Hamilton was to re- 
present Staten-Island in the Convention, and by «omr 
persons it was thought necessary that Mr. Burr should be 
there to oppose him. Mr. Burr never was \vj popular 

M 
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ilx'thc city of Ncw^York, and was stiU less so in tlie interior 

'partspf tbc State, •ftie county of Qrange, in which tlic. 

federaUMU rarely oppose the Reflublicansy had been once pre- 

' vidied upon to take* iip Mr.^iurr as one of its Represcnfa- 

' tivcs in the AssemkyT ' AppUtation was agin made to ' the 

county to elect him a member of the Convention. "He yn& 

jcQordip^ly elected.^ This interferencetrf t^e Vice.Presi^ 

\dtut] a high federal o&ctv^ with the intcmalconcems of the 

i^«r^ was viewed as improper if not impertinent. He had, 

•however, selfish motives to gratify, and he cared little about 

the m^aiis, if he could accomplish, thcend. ^ . • 

Calculating with^ certainty on being elected in the county 

"of 6range, Mr. Burr turned his attention to selecting fum- 

$i{f such candidates tci represent the city of New-York in the 

Convention, as would best suit the purposes he had in view. 

' He cultivated with great assiduity the friendship of those 

whom he deemed most influential in the different wards of 

the city. Exercising an amiable superintending care over 

the fioor ignorant multitude^ he made out a list of the names 

of those citizens whom he wis/tecf to transact the public bu* 

sinessin the Convention^ and otirefully called them into his 

house one by one to beg their assent to be considered as 

candidates! What a good patriot I In this manner he vainly 

imagined he could secure the nomination of men devoted to 

Kis views. Never were our citizens more grossly insulted^ 

* It is believed that Mr. Burr is now eo ttnftofiuldr in that 
independent and virtuous county^ that he could not^ ten vote* 
in it» 
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oi:. impudence carried to a higher |tttch ! But they were not 
to be deluded by this little artful attempt to invade tlicir 
freedom. 

Mr. B^rr was solicitous to prevent the noniVriation of 
Geonje Clinton, junior, a nephew of governor Clinton. Ma- 
ny of our citizens had expressed themselves in favour of hid 
being a candidate for thq convention. It was, however; a 
main object %vith ^r. Burr to prevent his nomination. ^His, 
agents were made acquainted with his wishes, and were ac- 
cordingly on the alert to complete them. The subtlest arts 
of the Burritian school were employed to put down the pro* 
mising young man, and to alienate public opinion from him. 
The noisy jQstruinents of the closet intriguer were, dampr- 
ous in every yard. Mr. Burr dreaded, the nanjie of, Qinton^ 
He was conscious that the family were opppsed to his inpjri* 
ous schenies. And he knew that their uniform adherence to 
republican priijciples had justly given them a weight with the 
public that might h^ employed to his disadvantage. All his 
arts, howe,\ftr,^ vei:e unavailing j Mr. Clinton was electe^ 
^d Mr. Burrlmd the niortifica^tioa o{ witnessing that jk^ one 
of his cr^aturM^v^ere returned to the Convention for the City 
irfNew-Yprk it^/wUIiam P. Van Ness I '\ ., ♦ 

The stati<fL)irhich Mr. Bun^ filled in the General Govern- 
ment was the ipassport to the chair of the Conyention* An 
extreme cfinrinution of tiie number of the State Senators was 
his favorite point. From the reduction of the number of the 
Assembly he had nothing to hope ; he therefore felt no con- 
cern about it. Frem that of the iSenate he had much^ aind he 
therefore paid suitable attention to it. 
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The Senate had for many years been a perfect aristocracy. 
It was generally so odious that many considerate members 
of the convention were disposed to get rid of it altogether. 
Some less ardent spirits thought that two objects might be 
accomplished by reducing the number of its members to a 
very few. First, a diminution of expence proportionate to 
the reduction of the number. Second, it was conceived that 
the redubtion of the number would lessen the aristocracy. 
Mr. Burr eagerly availed himself of these various opinions ; 
and the forty-three members of which the Senate was cbm- 
posed, he thought of reducing to fifteen or eighteen, but 
eventually fixed on ivstrOy-Jour. 

Finding that the Senate was unpopular, he zealously incul- 
cated the opinion Ixiprivatt that, in the ratio that its num- 
bers should be reduced, the aristocracy would be lessen- 
ed ; which, though an acceptable, was a most erroneous doo- 
trine. For, if a body of men, with given powers, be Aristo<- 
cratic when composed of forty-three, they will be much more 
f o> with the same powers, when reduced to twenty-four. A 
small number are more liable to corruption, more inclined to 
intrigue, and much more easily managed than a large one. 
Theopimon, therefore, disseminated by Mr. Burr, though 
specious, was exceedingly erroneous. It was, however, a 

gilded bait and caught in the Convention many a gull* 

•' * • 

, Mr. Van Ness, aii usoal^ was the pliant instnupent of Mr. 

Burr in the Convention. He brought forward his resolu- 
tions ; he obeyed his nod. He moved that the forty-three Se- 
nators should be reduced to twenty -four,* which was carried. 
With this decision Mr. Burr was pleased. 
• ^ce Journal of the Cotwcntioh^ page 30» 



'Subsequent Explanations, however, took place aiid many of 
the members who bad voted for twenty-four, were convinced 
that they had been deceived by specious arguments. 

Accordingly, the following day Mr. Geoige Clinton^ jun* 
moved to expunge £ro|n the resolution the words << twenty* 
four," and insert in their stead " thirty*two"* which, how-, 
belt the Vice-President spoke in the committee of tHe whole 
with vehemence and acrimony against it, was carried fifty to 
forty-six. It is remarkable that on this question not one of 
the representatives of the City ofNew^York voted with the 
Vice President btu Mr. Van Ness ! 

' In his endeavours to establish this powerful and dangeroue 
tristocracy, Mr. Burr as usual had an eye only to himself^ / 
He at Uiat time (October 1801) entertained nv hopes of ob- 
tmniAg from the general government further appointments 
ef his creatures to office* He was anxious to found an influ* 
enee in this state that would give him a corresponding power 
«ut of it. He was sensible of the importance of this vast 
link ift.tke federal chain t And he knew that the pretend 
eetrncU «r appointment, but especially Messrs. De Witt 
Clinton and Ambrose Spencer^ were aware of his machinati- 
ona and decidedly opposed to them. His contemplated re* 
duction of the Senatie would have prevented the re-election— /- 
of Mr. be Witt Ointon for some y«ars» which he cleai^ 
foresaw. And he confidently calculated on .managing hm 
Sena^e-^Kusignificant innumber^ but formidable in powers 
so as t<» form a council of ai^intment from it, more fovouf- 
ablyindined'toaidthe completion, because ks& sensible) qf 
'• ^ See Journal <if the Conventiony fiageSU 
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liis4cilKicli¥i^ «^«esv Tlusy ha^e succeeded iu tlic re- 
4uctM|ni ip.^.jprobabiUty he might have effected*. 

Such were the -moUvei crfiMr.Burr, fer the zeal he mani- 
fested to reduce the Senate to fifteen or eighteen, and for 
d^fhiding with so much bitterness and OBfierity in the con- 
rention, th6 number ^«r^/y;;/!>ttn But he was defeated. And 
to the honour of the city representation, it cannot be too often 
reitei^ted) that they ^// voted against hiift^ excefit hisvalet d^ 
cfiambre WUHam P. Van Ness. The number ajg^reed upon 
was thirty-two. 

> ' . ■ 

The republican party, under federal Vkiidnunatioii in. the 
state of New- York, were excluded from all offices. When 
m Iheir tuNi tli^ obtmned ascendency, i^ was natural to 
expect that thi^ "Pould require at lea^t their. Jidlfircfitfr^m 
of offices. Accoidifigly numbei^a aj^edto the CoiimtiJi:^f 
A^pointmt!^ ; smne vrith great andolhers with »ii»i^lmi^xit> 
ttd ixiaeif teint of course be disappodmed) inasnuiob 9» thi^ra 
^pere mose appHcants than oi&ces. Iu the city, of Nftw* 
York, the kw liaitEt(ienu2nber of au^tiooeejr%to tv>enty*f<mr i 
ittope thet^fora^ than that numbes, oouid aoi be appoinjsdt 
And yet it is cMifidently asserted thftt ^eii^ififi«e »ofie Ami 
two Mm^ett aftfiUcmnu^ £mbacra%sment then ^ was mtilti* 
pKed upcMi embarrassment ; for with every dispositioiito re* 
ward merit, and afford saia8&€tk>n, it was impos«ble not to 
'flisappoint many worthjr men. And it required nK>re than 
luman knowledge not to cort-ect mistakes, among s6 maay 
appBcQAts aiKi witk so many offices to fill. Ikb. Boat and 
Us partiziais aeified tftrj oppestunity to Hatim oAum oH 
ihe oevncM^ i^ersiMis were enooufaged and p mrnpl cd by 
them to fipplf fisr fffipei irl^Q^ th^ I^^d e^eor r^99W to 
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Ibelieve cot\M not be g[ratified. But as many of the disap- 
pointed office-hunters rallied round the staiHlard of Mtn 
BuiT, his Hitie band encreased almost in |^p(Hrfi<i» atf theii* 
wishes remained unratified by the coiUidl. 'There are, 
however, many very honourable exceptkma'lothe remark* 

Mr. Burr ought to have been satisfied irith the appoint- 
ihent of his step-son to one of the best offices in the gift of 
the cooncil ; we mean the Recorder of the dty of New-York, 
and of others of his particular friends. But no principle of 
gratitude could restrain him. Many applicants were disap- 
pointed, many complained ; and Mr. Burr and his tools 
took care to fan the flame. As it respects *{I^council of ap- 
pointment in the state, this conduct on their part was not sin- 
gular. The chagrin of those who had been (fisappointed in 
their applications to the general government, was carefully 
heightened. Many honourable and upright men, howerer, 
seeing the difficulties which surrounded the adminls^ation, 
although disappointed, adhered to their principles with 
fidelity. 

The following mode was adopted by Mr. Burr and his 
partizans. / 

When they met with a disappointed applicant who ha4 
been in the army, it was observed with much sympathy and 
in melancholy strains that "old soldiers' were overlooked liy 
the council V* When with a coxcomb, the counciF of ippoiilt- 
ment were really humiliating. And so their remarks WQre 
exactly suited to the circumstances of every disappointed ap- 
plicant they niet with or soiigb.t out. 




96 

Many of these were drawn under the- wings of Mr. Buir 
with brooding care. They looked up to him as their protec- 
W> tad he treated them with parental affecdcm. His in- 
flaenee with the collector of the customs was great. And 
with a sweet disposition to serve all the ducontented^ Mr. Burr 
very cordially recommended them to him for a place ! Whe- 
ther tuccessfiil or not in their applications to the Collector, 
tiie sympathising recommendations effectually secured to 
him theiraffections* The Custom-House became ^he << hos* 
pitaT' of aU the « incurables.'* 

Such are the men who compose the Uttle band^ and who 
with few exceptions, it may be truly afHrmed, are disap- 
piHuted office-seekers— insignificant in number.— wretched 
in talents— worse in principle— and most of them destitute of 
aU the attributes of respectability. They associate for re- 
vtng^ / and to disgrace, if possible, the republican party to 
whom thtj/orTncrlyUUmged. 

The official conduct of Mr. Burr , corresponds with the 
general tenor of his political life. It has already been the 
subject of aiumadversion. It may not, however, be impro- 
per to retouch iu 

The last moments of the late administration were distin*- 
guisbed by a peculiar solicitude to provide for its fiiends. 
New offices were created to remunerate infidelity to the 
public, and those who had displayed the greatest zeal and 
talents in defence of the ruinous measures of that adminis- 
tratip^ were carefully appointed to fill them. The adminis- 
tration rushed into a precipitate bustle that broke down con- 
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J^tional pretcripdoii, ^aft ill«flfitiiiuite tiidiclt)r ^t brtved 

Aecommon ndesbf decoramiAdtrasxipl^ ^ 

•f lav* tn ft voice impierative <mr titisens procbiimed the 

unworthiness of their a^nts^ and revoked theirtrutt. l*h«r 

subsequent intervals of power, however, were employed lo 

peipet^te a system odious to the citizens and injurioua to 

the country* 

■ w • 

One of the most exceptionable acts of the late admonistnu 

iion, was the establishment of a new corps of judges in the 

last moments of their political existence. This was done 

to keep a puissant department of the government in their 

hands : a department which affects life and property, and 

commands a corresponding influence. The phalanx were 

intended to counteract the succeeding administration, op* 

pose the will of the nation, and to provide for a host of 

friends and dependents. 

The Constitution wisely prohibits members of Congress 
from accepting offices created during their term of sernce^ 
The obvious design of the prohibitory clause is to prevent 
them irom creating offices for the purpose of filling ^hernf 
themselves. iThe spirit of this provision was flagrantljr yno* 
lated in the transfer of some of the District Ju^;es to th« 
new Judiciary seats, and substituting members of Congress 
ndio had Voted for the new Judiciary law. Such as Paino 
«f Vermont, Greene of Rhode*Islandr and Read of Souths 
Carolina.* Mr. Adams too in his midnight aj^intments, 

* Read and Greene voted in the Senate fir the new Judiekiru 
/ftw. Mr. GUe9a9%erted in hia excellent t^ecA on its refieoif 

N 
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eitctiiig'or aboHshifii^ Courts iftfei^ to the Supreme Court, 
M i^A^ui&l arguttieut could be |Hrpduced whjK the oclioui 
Judiciary law should not be destroyed, and the incumbents 
l^iy^QVCad. 3VI/*.,Bijrr wj|s, in. the first ebullition of his p^i^ri- 
<4WJ| fo dipc^df^ly for the pae^surej th^t no time Jn hi§ oj^n^ 
ion,9ugbttob(&lost. An .extra sps^icffi ought to be called tQ 
^fto^i^li Jth.e system before, it could be put into <^eration< 
Suohv^ t^ tinkUt^ a^d ^gh 6pW,^i^g pi*pfes$idns of the 
m^u. Letusn^^w loc^ ^ttjie event. 

Upopt}ip qujwtion of Jhjp repeal of the law, the fe4era| 
party made their first stand of determined opposition to. the 
new administration. Every menace which timidity could 
coriciftvey eVeifyinvectivfe which r^oicbur could invent, every 
argument 'Which' geftiU^ could devise ; the most animated 
appeaU tathe passions the mc^t ficA>id Attempts at oratory, 
W«pe'p(HU^' upon t!|e public. The existence of theunioa 
was threateued : we were warned to pause as we regarded 
«ur lire-<^deS' ^vA our a^ars, as we loved oar wives and our 
children^' T^hessBOfd of rebellion was ready toleaplhum Its 
scabbard ;. the dagger of the assassin was half drawn; and 
the bayonet of 'the rufian was pointed at the bosom of oiur 
country^ The.fedeJ»l purty had hitheitQ carried their ft- 

't^at if they hadvot^d against it^ it wottid not have fiaased. In 
vtnaequence of the enacting of that law they were both imtne^*' 
ately appointed Judges^ by John Mama I 



varite-t points by €Jam<>r-and^E(h^.ix>.>tI^^ p(,niQll« 
The British treaty was imposed, upou.the CWitry in tfeift 
way agaiftst its.bptter ju^gm^* .W^p.dpos ^iQjt r^qollect 
the memorable year. 1798,. when rujnours ; of pretended 
plots, ol probable invasions, had MFonnd.up the pu1^0 
inind to such a state of irritajtion that ^ire wcire on, the point 
pfimbinimg our hands .in eaeh other's Jf)lood. Their pa^ 
success had induced a belief that aixnilar cls^p^, appe$4S| 
and denunciations, would produce a £aEniI^r,ej|bct« But, if 
a small desperate minority had been able by such umuortliy 
means to drive a majority from a system they had adopted*, 
it must be evident that the government would be virtually in 
their hands, and that we must forever bid adieu to republi- 
canism in this country. On this occasicoi, tixerefore, it be- 
came the second officer of the government, on whom the 
favors of the republican paxty had been ^'o largely bestowed, 
to exhibit himself a sincere and decided^ friend of tfee admin- 
istration, to shew a manly front ; an erect attitude : and to 
Jet the factious and the disaffected know thfit..they bad noth- 
ing to expect from his favors or his smilqs^ ftom his vpteor 
his influence* . ^ .. . ' 

- • - . • L ..-.•"-•• • ■;:;• •'!. -fi : • •■; • , . . 

. , Qn the -second reading in the Senate of tlie bill to Tepeal the 
pew Judiciary, a motion was made tore^ritto a. select com- 
mittee, to consider and report alterations wiiich might be 
prc^r in the Judiciwy.^ystem^ of the United States, which 

^waa negatived 16 to 14. A question was then taken on tjie 
posing of the bill to a third reading, and carried in the affir- 

.pative, 15.to,l5,with,the citing vote of the Vice-President, 
it may be proper here to remark that no decisive quesl^o 
is taken upon a bill until it has progressed to a third read- 



s&g : the pfeTioQS qnefttions are eoMidered as hj no means 
conumtting a member eidier pro or con ; because a biS is 
open to amendment in every grade of its passage ; and a 
member may in its first stages/ vote against its rejection 
with an expectatioiifftr Ingrafting into it salutary amendments, 
and his fiiflure ^Ts^ccess may indiice him to negative it oil 
the final qufestion. The Vice-President's casting vote, 
therefercy on the question to pass the bill to a third readingt 
was no decisive evidence of his being in favour of its final 
passage. 

It now appeared that the senate was equally divided, and, 
agreeably to rule, the last question on the bill would be taken 
the ensuing dayi when Mr. Burr would have to declare him- 
self explicitly and thereby make a final stand with one of the 
great parses. Sickness in the families of two republican 
xaembei» detained them at homei and they were not ex- 
pected in season to relieve Mr. Burr from his dilemma* 
It was not compatible with his poliey to take a decided, 
grouhd* \ He expects to be President at the next election. 
And yet he cannot hope for it from the republicans, who 
will unguestionably adhere to Mr. Jefferson, if his conduct 
should} as it no doubt will, continue to entitle him' to 
their confidence. Nor cah he expect it from the federal- 
ists alone, since they compose a small minority of the com- 
munity. Mr. Burr's poliQy is to attach himself to the fede- 
ralist^ secretfyy and to draw* over with him a number of 
repuB^caris^ sufficient when united with them to turn the 
scale in his favour. Here then he had a part to act 
which reqiured no common address ahid management. A 



tempOTiai^.coiiduQt Uh. the one a m$x^wb -^axcxa^^ 
will pttrsu6« He wiHahua ou^e ^^^ *' ^\ pestilence* 
And he will not, until the» presidential election ^aU arrivey 
come out as the candidate of the federal party. At the 
election of ttte state legislatures who- will choose the presi* 
(l^ntialelectors, Mr. Burr's partizans. will be made particu- 
larly acquainted with his views, and ihey will appear in 
every direction openly, professing republicanism and secretly 
<q;>erating with the federal party. ,, 

. . -■• - . , - -, ■ . i • 

Had Mr. Burr voted,, on the. repeal of jthe judiciary, with 

the republicans^ in tlie Senate, the federal party would have 

been too indignant ever to have a^opt^d jam. For although 

the leaders might have beep disposed, to receive him, they 

could not have brought the main body of the party to act with 

them in his favour. Had he on the contrary, voted manr 

fully with the federalists, so much odium and distrust would 

have been attached to him,that he would have stood separate 

and ali^ne from die republican party. His situation presented a 

problem sufficienttopuzzle the most adroit sophistin the school 

of Machiavclian policy: And what added to its perplexity 

was the shortness of the time allowed hfm for its solutioif* 

After much consultation, however, an expe^ent was disco* 

vered, which, though inefficient, was preferable to that frank 

conduct which would at once have blasted his fifture pros- 

pects. It was to have the motion for a reference to a select 

committee new modelled and renewed. This was accord* 

ingly done, and it prevailed 15 to ISj, the V'lce-President 

giving lus fasting vote in its favor !^ A committee of five 

were immediately choiseh, of whom three were decided op« 

' jponents to' the principle of the'bill. This was a virtual re* 



trouW ncTcr%iaSe%r report favorable to thfe lipedfitg; priiid- 
^t. Ixxthistlc^iiiiA>jcct, It i* ccrtiift thit Mr. Dfert;: aetfcd 
fe concert vhk ^e -federalists. Besi^ the cJttehi^l, ti^ 
Smemal eyideMeof the transac^n p^taihe matter beyond 
doubt. ' IteaiihirdiybesupiwsedthataTiiodohwotiM bere-* 
ne^ed- which was to^ in the KoUsfe tiie precedine dfeyv ^*^*th- 
out some nevr arrangiftnetit, witiiont somii *cX)ncert whicH 
promised success. The federalists carried their committee 
by being fully prepared beforehand^ which shews that they 
had every reason 'to believe that the snotiod woutd succeed. 
'The vdtesoftherepublidan members, who* had no idea that 
the motion would be renewed, and who were c«tirely unpre- 
pared to meet it, were scattered. On tile side of the ffede. 
ralists there were pre-concert and design"; on that of the fe- 
publicans neither the one rior the other. ' 

, The iarrival of an absent member enabled the republicans 
to discharge the committeci in whose hands the bill had 
been several days. They immediately passed the act to re- 
peal the judiciary and sent it to the house'of representatives 
fdthoutthe'aidof'MrmBurr! ^ 

It is unnecessary to repeat the diserkceiull scenes which 
topic place in' the house of representatives in the discussion of 
the repeal, tt was a mere competition, among ilie federalists 
which should succeed in the race of scurrility. The cha- 
racter of the t'resideht was asssuled with every epithet of re- 
proach, and that of Mr. Burr was triumphantfy contrasted 
Kith it* The Thersites of the faction in the houfe, Mr. 
Bayard, pronounced him a greater and a better man than Mr. 
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His, the vapid Hutlcdge, iddtfcc «<rclHftg» thsatu 

But it is hot nfecesskry to CoHow the windings' tttht 4is<;Ti^ 
siojii ip tiie i^o^se^ il:is alone unportant to observe th^ <^ndtict 
•f the fiiends of Mr. Jti^ (if apy be bad) who v«rc dcVoted 
to bis views, and closeted in his (councils. And herf it is a 
^qnspf^on to. reflect that there Wia& q^y one RcfiubUjoan \xk 
the Hpu^e of Represe^tativeft Who wa3 suspected of f^youring 
hia schemes* The member most intimate with Mr. Burr 
i^pr* Eustisi of Boston. It is impofible to pronounce up*- 
on the extent of their conaectioiw But cei^tain it is,^ that i^ 
tt)«vf were one ^person in that body di^xwed to fbllpw the 
opiBton^ of Mr. Burr, it was the member on ^ Boston featr 
tk{. Eustiis reserved himself until the final question- w tke 
bill. He then pronounced a studied speech* In tbl9 be ad^ 
mitted the constitutionality of the repeal, but declared it in- 
f iqiedient without the incorporation of amendments which 
he supposed to be essential in the judicii^ system. His 
speech was as impressive as we had a right to expect from 
liis tsdents > he voted against the paasingf of the repealing 

Dr. iTustis is a Physician by Profession. The habits (^ hid 
life, a^^ ^^e course of his studies, may have rendered him un- 
qualified^ Ju<%e of the goodness or #ufficien^ of judioiary 
establishments* But admitting bini to be ever so comfie- 

* When Dana riaes in thehcuee t6 specks hUchetks Htmefy 
firodtgiou9lyn *Fhe fihra^in the houae irthat ^^DtmamtfelU 
Ukea toad*'* 
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tanTiflie v«te ^Accvc, why did lie net. btiftg forward his 
«Qiendinei48 and tty them ? And why cUd he reservje himself 
until the last hour f The answer is obvious. He knew little 
of the- subject but what>ii^ all probability i he had derived from 
^« Burr. Anacx)dmen($ were not the pbject, in the first 
place. ' The diatructicn of .the bill was aimed at. Abetter 
system was then toSe devised. And there was no knowing 
what effect s^ impressive harran^ue in an extremie case 
might have. It cotild not have dtfiated^ but it ' nught have 
divided tht party. It was viewed as the elRisioh of a man 

"* anxious to give color to' the vote of Mr. Burr in the setfate. 
The project to divide the republicans was ingeniously tried, 
and Dr. Eustts, for the first time, discovered the insignifi- 
cance of his influence by bis standing entirely instSated from 
the republican party : to heighten the calamity his 'conduct 
was imputed to the counsels of Mr." Burr^ and the object in- 
tended to be produced was consequently defeated.* 

*.* "' *•'' ♦^.' 

• 7%ff « Jn^j-Dewcjia^*' printed at Balttimre^ a aecond 
Porcupine in politics j made the foUovfing remarks^ Jipril the 13M 
J802, on the<:onduct o/Bvrr and Evsris. 

"Equivocal Chaiiacters."\ 
** Men Vfh0y not on accottnt of the canvictioTu of their minds^ tut 
for the 9ake qf holding the popularity of both parties^ pretendan 
adherence to both^ have generally ^ cw they ever ought to be, 
Vffien discoveredj been neglected, by both. Of mich character 
ive have strong grounds for suspecting td be^ the VicE^PRiSh 
DEHTand DM.JSusriSj of the House ofreprehenttttives. 

** We shall not^ nor need «^, mention more than one circuni' 
stance with respect to the Vice-President^ to convince. Mr* Bttrr 
vaited long after the commencement of the judiciary debate be- 
fore he took ffis chair in the Senate* When there vm* ati^ in 
the SenatCy it was 10 to the Vice-President to determine whether 
or not the bill should go to a select committee: Mr* Burr voted 
that it should go*'^ The federalists appear to understand him 
exceedingly foell / 



ISic rote of Mr. Parr m the Senate was received bf 
fhc-fcdcraUfts as an opcii earncft of cordial attachment t9 
jtheir caufe | as ^ fignal to embrace them. In a.mpment 
Jic became the hero of j^t/^r^?/ prints, the fubjefk q{ federal 
^aubip^ the f^eet little IJaac oi, the^^jfer^/ party, H? 
jvas yrife as^SoIon, jjiift as Ariftidcs, jmagnaninap.usi %s jG?Br 
"far; Though his .character ivas the ijtm? as When he 
^as eycry thing fvU in federal eyes, h^s ^undignified and 
trimming vote in the Senate cleanfed the leper and niade 
Iiim immaculate. The federal party, y^ith few excf ptiona,t^ 
.claimed him as, their own, i^nd IMtr. Burr tacitly acknoy^ 
ledged the yali4ji.ty of their tiUc. 

A more cprdial intercourfe ijnipediatejy took place r 
:s(CCording fendnient^ were interchanged. Mr. feurr'^ 
yotc in the Senate was the publication of the bands, aiid 
the 2?nd of February, the birth daj of pen^jraj Wafh- 
ington^ yiras appoint^i for the cpnfunriniation of .the ,a|» 
liannce. 

* "V *. ' . * ■ * ' 

- f &y|pb^j|a.O|S|>eraliEI^Uo]|y ,C9ncerfti whom the fotW- 
iog paragraph appj^ar^ in therjRoft.P?^ Pesuoel^ k. federal pa- 
i)€r, on tl^e Jthor 6thi>f July, 1802. 

«• TV pi:eient, ifpiaity .^f y\^$ Prefidcnt Burr, ta General 
Ifamil^n. aroft fipin tl^ f i£f?^i0D^ancc of the Gjeneialfi having 
^£tA all'his in^uencte with the niambei? of the houfe of Rtfre* 
fintgifivei <o .indvc* th^ tp jy^fe^ JJr. Jefierfon, when^thc 
\vot.cs of Prefiden^ .were foun^ to be equal .between J^fierfp^ 
and Burr. This pre.^r^npe the vice Pr<?fident has ncyej fo^- 
.given, ai\d many of th^ Gieneial's f^i; adU, thi^vi:: )^^ I^Jf^ § 



iq6 

On thtjt dzji the fedexalifts pf the twohpvytfiSjdf^cm- 
fTtU aflembkd at StoU's Hotel, to commemorate the natm* 
ty pf the revolutionary hero. The meeting waft purtfy 
Jedtrftiy free from republican alloy. Mr. Qovemeur Mosm 
ris prefided, Mr. Bayard of Delaware a£ted as vice prefi- 
dent. Due refpeil therefore to federal eminence ^wj^t 
paid, tifid a nice pun^^llio to grade obferved. Here, fede-^ 
ral gall wa3. copiouflj^ pouted /rpm the phial of the faUcn 
party, upon the executive .and his.fupporters, and the fc-* 
yereft execratiops in fervid prayer were invoked on their 
tieads. inve^ive fucceed^d to inve£live, and denunciation 
to denuneiatioh,' amid peal^.pf applaufe. The people werp 
called upon to uniheath tiie f word of civil war, and the o- 
vertjiow of the gQver^nlen^wa8 menaced. The toalls of 
this memprable few breathed xhfiftUitJ to. the £xecatii^ 
^d annihilation to .fiQeedom» 

After .dinner die Vice prefidcut m^de hjs.afii^rance ia 
Iftie Pandemonium^ and gave the following fentimeiit. 

^'AN UNION OF ALL HONEST MEN!* 
Thistodft requires no ill^ftration. ll^e unifonn tenor of 
his j)ublic lif(^, but e(pecially of that portion of it which titi<» 
snediatelys.precedes the commemoration, will heft interpret 
it. AbftrafUy oonfidered the fentiiftefit is excellent. 
Aibdated wiijbL'lus general and recent .pondud^ it could 

* It it not known to the writer whether 'Mr. Burr was ip- 
^tcd or'SOt to join in the anniverfary. Studims fictccy wai 
throTipn over the tranfaAion. The federalifts have never, that 
W« knew of, divulged thefaA.and Mr. Burr has not condf« 
f Gtnded to expbua it. This point is chereforo' envjplqptfl i|^ 
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ntAWt bcvtewcd by tUt fidenSi/fs « a ttodctt oVcrtufc t* 
fctm an tmion with thtm. And it is liioft' probable tfiat 
Mr. Burr defigncd* tlie fcntimcnt to be thus accepted. 
Bfe was himfelffilent as- the grave on the fubjeiJ: ; not one 
word efcapedhikn to thofc at Waffaington to whom he 
had b&n fuppofed to be politically attached. Nor were 
the fcderalifts lefs taciturn. One or two weeks had clapt. 
ccf before it was known at Wafliingtoil thut the Vice Pre- 
fident fisid mingled fo cordially ' with the diiitzQ:cdcomp&^- 
ny. It flioul'd* feem indeed* that they, confidered the inter- 
view too acceptable^ and the fentiment whicfi fell from Hir 
lips too precious, to make eitHer a fubjef^ of public notorie- 
ty. Bat although it was individually Underilood' that the 
hdnour which Mr. Burr had'been ^leafed'^to beftow upon 
thd^coitipany flioul'd be Sept profoundly fecret, the avowed 
dele£iion, Apparent in theaff, ffom tifofe wEo Had raifed' 
him to the Vice Prefidencyiwho had placed him on that emi- 
nence on which bad men ought never to ftand, was too ex-, 
hilerating. for many of the weaker heads of the company. 
The interview and the fentiment w«rc communicated by 
letter to federal friendSj and General Hamilton and ofeher» 
madf^ no jfecret of it. When the rumour,>howevery wai- 
firft^ committed to the winds in this city, many who were 
ftrap^s to the fecr^t movements of the Vice Prefident, 
disbelieved it. But the hfk is now too well eftaUi(hed,.too^ 
notorious fo remain longer doubtful.^ 

^ Mr. Burr alfo celebrated the 4th March^ iSe fefiorathn of 
I frsedamt with the repuBlican members orcongrefs. The fFafi^ 
ington FttkraUfi in fatirising his dupUdty^ puu into his mouth 
the foUowing^toait. 

•"« Xhe Vice Pwfident. St. Paal's motto ; JtfJkings to aU * 
M#»i*with heneft men on the aad of Tebroar/ \ with rogues m< - 
the^tkofMarch.^' 
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That fctivc; indicates Ac^light i»\..iichthef0mkiia». 
of the VicePreiident was viewed by the aiiembly of oppo- 
Ctionifis. In the annunciation to the public o£ the meet- 
^ ing, not a word was faid of Mr* Burr ; and' in the publica* 
t2Lpon of tl^ei^ infurgent toafts^ that of the Vice President 
inras cs!Xe(ju:Uy omitted* 

The' (fcfcftk 6^ th* fedrfai coriftitutidh refpcfting the 
Aibde oT elcCHiig trefident and Vice I^refident, was the 
fotirce of that calamitous confliA in die hoi^fe of repre- 
fentative^ "Which brought the union to the brink of civil 
war. Every true friend to thie peate artd harmony of the 
XJnited States, ihuftl)e propitious to the fenloval of cpnfti* 
tutional o()(lacles to both. As the conftitution now {iands^ 
a man may be placed in the chair of State by an infignifi« 
tant minority of the people* It incites iiitrigue ; it is fav* 
Arable to ufurpation. 

Airiorig Others^ the Stafc'bf ifcii^-1f ot^, ferioufly reflc£bc 
Ing on the eviSi of the cdilftitUtibn', Which Hkve menaced i 
and may ftill threafeli the 'overthrc?w* df the gbvemmenti 
^ith the uhkriirnoiis cbnfent of the fegiflature,- recornmfeiirf- 
^fcd to'congrefs iititable amertdtricrife. 'The piincip'af one 
required that^Wry Prefidehtidl iliBoi^ Jh&uid'' %vtite oft hii 
bailot nvhoin [he vohd for' bs' Pietderk dfid whok A} Fict 
PreftdMt This would nave piit an end io^ iiifrigue ; if 
would have fecurcd to the peojple^ a*i all ftrfurc e1fe£fions, tlic 
Intn of their choice. It wad however fatal to- the vkws of 
thc'Vice Prefident No union with the fedcralifts wluch 
he' might form, couW, under the operation of fo fahitary 
a jrovifi.ony be* availing^ ,. jSTe njan Could compdfs iht 
I^reg4^cy,i9 opppfitipn toAc wiJI of the union. Hence 
jkr. Burr was oppofed to the amendments^ This^ ^«rt 



ftaai ibiB nMwtt o£ the cafe^ was apparent in the Smate. 
1P» whmif as Frefident of that body, he read them to the 
houfe 5 he tremHidf,lfer did he get die better of the ttemit«* 
lous xnotioilon the tbit d day. df jtheir reacting. 

Anqther evidence of' Mr; Burr's repttgnance to the 
amendments is, that the little han3 iri New- York were de- 
cidedly hoftile ta them* With the Vicq Prefident> they 
wenf of. opinion, that, on their fuc^efs, depended therom^ 
pFetioii of his athbitiobs fcheme$, the aggrandizement, of 
Ihemfelves and their chiefs 

. .The anj^ndmcntS paffed the houfe of reprcfentative*^ 
by the conftitutional majority ; in the Senate they were ne- 
, gsuived by a ihajt>rity of one only« 

*Mr.Bttrt rctittd, for die ireinaindcr ttf the feffion, from his 
chair iii the Senate before the propofed amendments were 
introduoed into It for.difcuffion.and deci£on. It is how- 
evey, BcHeved, that he had tampered with one of the re- 
{mblican members of that body,*Avith whom !he had fre- 
quently been clo&ted, and who carefully avoided the ^uef« 
,v tion in the houfe by leaving Walhington the night before 
k wtts broiighr forwards This is the only man in the Se^ 
fiate fufpeded of harbgUrisg the leaft political attachment 
for Mr. Bum The writer may one day l^ve it in his pow->i 
er.to expofe the feerei hiftory of the intrigues which de« 
^eate4 the amendments in that body. 

%vcrj federal Senator votccif againft the amcndmentSfc 

With die old adage frelh iri memory, that «* one-good turtt 

. deierves another,**" grardtude for the kind vote of the Vic^ 

. FreQdent for the appoihtment of the klcGt committcef 
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indiioedlban, in fome meafifrey to vofe aj^ifift fhtf dmend^ 
itieiits.' Between Mr. Burr and themfelves there appear** 
ed m identity of intereftsi of views, and of feeling.^---^ 
There undoubtedly exifted among them a fecret under-^ 
ftaading. 

Wcpafs over xhefappreffion of Mr. Wood's Hiftoryof the 
adifniniilration of John Adams in filence ^ we have already 
expofed that tranfa<^ion in its true colours. It may, how* 
ever, be proper to remark, that the fiederal meihbers of 
congrefs were, in all. probability, by Mr. Burr, made ac- 
quainted with the fuppreffion and the motives therefore* 

The fuppreffion was too favourable to them not to Be 
acceptable ; too honourable to Mr. Burr intheireftimationf 
not to be gracious. For Svhatevcr be. the defe£ls of the 
compofition of the hiftory, it undoubtedly records, . from 
authentic documents and in an authoritative fhape, the 
infamy of Judge Chafe^ the unwarrantable fpeculations of^ 
Jonathan Dayton while a rcprefemative in congrefs, the 
violence, persecution and prolcripton of tlic late adminif- ' 
tration \ and generally its rtiinous meaifures and iniquitous' 
defigns on the freedom of the country. 

It is confidentfy ai&rted that Mr. Bttrr i)fftiga6ed oppo^ 
fition to the adminiftration, in the city of New-York. — 
The writer ha^ fccn letWrsof his written whilcat Wafliing- 
toh to perfons in Njew-Yorkftattiig, tluit'« in'appointments 
to office made by the executive, no legard was paid to me-' 
rit,*" or words to that import. The lefs cunning and more 
lo(^uacious part of his fubaltems, in the city, fpok'e op^ill)r 
againft the adminiftration. Nay, fome of them wdhtfo 
far as to ridicule the perfon and drefs bf the executive ! 
Sitch was their contemptible meannefs; fuch tlitif ttnwof'* ^ 
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ifcjT revenge ? As an inJlance of this it may be ftated that 
pavisy the difappointed office fieher^ did, in the audion toom 
of his worthy partner, and in the prefenceof feireral pci?-» 
fons, relate, in the pioft contemptuous manner, thcAwf 
which appeared in Noah Webfter*s paper concerning tbd 
drefs of the executive and the manner in which he was {aid 
.to have received joint committees of the two houfes of 
congrefs. Daw was at that time inhabits of intimacy witk 
Mr. Belden, the partner of Mr. Wcbfter ; and what is a, 
Jittle remarkable, two days . sf^ber the propagation of the 
calumny by Davis in the au£lion room, it^appearcd in Mr. 
Webfter*s paper ! It was afterw^ds new modelled by 
Mr. Coleman, and inferted in the Evening Poft. Davis, \r^ 
all probability, was the fource of the childiih tale. 

• Many inftances of the oppofition of the little band to the 
adminiftartion might be adduced ; but the fize of this pam« 
phlet already exceeds the limits originally prefcribed. It 
may not,' however, be amifs to notieeibmeof tixeir pro* 
ce^ings in the cily of New- York. * 

Calculating on the efficacy of tntr%ue and their know» 
]e^e of the art> the jlitile band entertained hopes that, at 
Ae fpring eleAJon q;f this ye^r in thccityqf New-York for 
members pf aflembly, they could fucoeed in fending to the 
Jegiflatore men zealous to promote the fchemes of the Vice 
]Prefident. It was exposed by thofe who knew the pro^ 
je£ls and defigns of Mn Burr, and of thofe who were in«f 
lifted in his fewice, that the iitile bandfuhfdefperate and un^ 
found citizens y would make an effort to get fome of iheitf 
afsociates nominated and of courfe elefted. The prob»f 
fcility.thatfuch an attempt would be made, became every 
^ay. more apparent* The votaries of freedom, the f|ien(^ 
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^ the Admiiiiftration, perceiired the uecet^tf of opp6(kig 
efCTf cSbitto foift upon the public men nnwotthf i^_ 
dieicconfidence. .Hitfaqrtd, though they ha4 neyer ceaiedf ttt 
nfntsh'Aar moYementSi they> had been delicate, of expofing 
tdietr defigns* Our fellowHiItizeiis i& ^ner^l, honeit 
0»eaifelTe$, h^d i^ever i^fpd^ed the views of any of their 
party. Nor w»i it deen^d ]pi^oper, at th^t perkdyto expofe 
ibcRi. P^efuming) h6verer> on their want of informaton 
refpeding Mr. Btirr, and' on their boldnefs, an attempt tp 
jiominate fome of tl^e Uftle ban4 was at^ually made, and 
happily defeated^ 

Previous to th^ ele^ion for mei^bers of the coaventioii 
already fnentioned, when Mr. Burr and his fubalterns hel<| 
freqiMSlit i^ieetiqf) tq in^pofe i^pon t;he citizens candidate^ 
pf tWir owa^cHoofi^ga 4 i^w iodiyida^lsy n^pre bold and af? 
AuiMng than others, ^rcos^ed to themfelves the right of 
nominatsng<:andi4s^sfor thelegiflature. The condu£t:| 
lio;ii9rever^ 9CM^t Bmr aod his creatures at the. tioKe».exGirT 
ed ff^ch a juft and gn^ep} alarm ^mpng ot^r citizens; ;tha| 
it was found nece^ry to alter the mode of nomination. 
Indeed, were they tp permit io palpable an ufurpation| 
lb &U) a pollution of the fo«|rces of reprefentation^ they 
vrottld fliortly enjo^ b^t t]ie - (hadow 'of freedQiiK 

Accordingly, a gencf^ nKc^i^g: of the citiaen? ira$ c;ill^ 
^d by public advertifement. fhe defign o£ the meeting 
^as to recommend to die di^^^l^t. waF4$ i^n th^ city> the 
appointment of a committee of npmin^lip|l>eaph to furn-» 
ifl^ an ec^ial number. It w^s thought, too^, 41100: proper 
that the tneetjing fho)ild fix on the nwaber of per&ios tq 
})e fent from each ward^ that an uniform rule might bQ 
purfued. Agreeably to the X(^x\tn^ that %fyi^\ |^r of 
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laifi^ine^iiOFeliaMe.ta^yieJdtolht ipipi^s^Mit ofjntiiti^ 

< d h H l n g s» ii> tht ^rt, meiie for a naMli MOMulttee^ 33um*,^ 
wilo'irart swiihk of 'thakt rtwchj^tioiMi mi ^k^bamimi m 

commilteeotaoimBatiotu Ttei^air^t were fiiir«c<Hnnill«* 
teeofiilrirpQnons from each of the seven Wards, makiDg^lii 
the whole a gciieral committee of twetuy-^ont* . Their 0fpib^ 
nents were in fiiTour of 9even from each, making in the ag* 
g(«^tear«ofn)(Uttte«f7bi#^»r. It wiirfeM«m *iRl&e 
MuiiiaHi hU not «Mie Htf^ /m actir^f mc&^ rawlg^ Ihefili^'^ 
atidlt wasprotefekthi^iftlic^ji^^^ 
^ff wm to coifsiit of »6 mora than r«Mitfy4Mr >ei^^ 
kiif dlCiMit imnAer wMd be fawrci^ of tKe v&^s of ' Mr» 
Bum inthis«aae four or fiTe'cf the ^fitethn would have boem 
BonuMted to represent the citjr . in tlie state legishttu^ anA 
ikeietonaknowing wliatn»tacbirfthey would thefebavedaneb 

*^A'''ce!iHiutlee of «evn irom each ward, however^' was 
egreed upon ^ m Iht^herld meeting hy a large jnajoritf. 
So far an important peintt wH fpnxed* 

.)t was now necessar}r to attend to die^election of ^le 

CommiUees in the respective wards. It Was expected that 

the mbtleat of the Burritian arts would be employed to cqm* 

|>ass the eiection 'Of as many of the band as possible* The 

expectation was. realized: their efibrts were pretty* success^ 

to : ^en or eleven were elected. This evinces the wisdom 

of the propositioh for a I«^ committee. • 

P 
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'The €<ntimittee ^ noftiina^on met. h vrat eo(#l ^^tf^' 
lotted ^fhote who knew fittleoF the intrigtievof Mr.BittPr« 
HM mmoMns^mm 3«ir«iv; that » tMOM pOmtsf «idttt«A 
htftwfifethefri%ttis«wl IhetoT tii« idniidMwriaiw The 
j»Mm, b)t ArtlM tme «mcmiis tai lie ewunttiet- weve 
4itenhtiifed to m^tHeevtr^ pi^tKfeltliiifer^hdKig one <iC 
Aie MtadtmuShoL thefiit of nemitetiDiif andlfaelitier irtm^ 
Mk IflM iesdli]te.to eppoie the noniMtek of mji^A^ 
Qiii«aftfiaul^, «H of whom thcjr kzKW WttfOrhoitiioM the 
I of Air.'JBiiir« 



-10 ii^fcrtoin iniaf with tho g^^awnd^ owlth^eooeht.tw 
iiMiBpiii* ft wjthyecttBMT soBciiode^ Hb poatsenooe^iA 
fiitor aT THEIR: ooob cause, ^utMcd huit to evory^mlsk 
ofgMbnde andottenlioir.! VanKosst howevex^ wah jMg^ 
ifaeib.hotu«oidre'«»bi.oftte/>H9<iiw this ds* 

ttbe&bsafthe d&iirBafidi wiiobfcasMBOUliotooiia« 



* The number of vote9 given for VanMessarcbeHevedtoki 
fieven onlyi 6u^ they ^vcre eertainiy mt 9i9Pe than thirteen* 



]^ ^IJ^f^aA b^ t^dkMo to MoF the Jipite througlr tlM^ 
OHA wiiiding^Ui^adout of the;coaniiittirM of noxmnetioa f 
the reader will probably with o)imlvea» •he aatis&ed with o 
•Utement of prominent facts. 

. Mr. George Clintop jun. was elected a candidate bjf tho, 
Committee of nomination. The moment his election was aft ) 
certftined in the committee;^ John Swartwout, marshalj 



]^.4C}ilUoi)Wis»^Q(;t^he WQV^i oppose him in the gene* 
lal meeting^of j^kisa^s to who^i l^e. jiopii^ation of tl^e com* 
mittee was to be submitted* 
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^* Tljcre %|s^iu>. 4^^^; ^ ^ insolent ^eiwce of a/W- 
. €ral q&h^Jm txypv of » man ho9til€ to th^ federal adminis^ 
4ratifm. :]^r o^r^iti^ens had beoome pretty accurately dfir*' 
^quaioted with the tru^ foundation of the controversy whick 

divided the comiipittee : they were prepared, evehtheh>' .ii 

a great measure, t» frown upoii the Jaciion^ * 

But there was a great point to be gained-*fee clectib^- 
«f Colonel John Broome^^ the republican candidate for Coi^n 
jriKS, in oppesitioa to Mr^ Joshua Sands. Every man waj^ 
sensible fhat hanuony waa essential to the election of the 
Colonel in a district in which we had never been successful:. 
Ho danger w2s amM*eheAded as to the members of the state 
T^s^imbljr; there being no^federai ^position ; anA of the elec- 
tion of Col. Broome we had the most flattering prospecti. It 
was conceived, Jherffore,,by the friends ©f the administra^ 
lion^ that adevejl^pementof tjie plots of Mr.^Burr and the 
extant of hii coaiiiection^-*-embx:acing Swartwout, Van Ness^ 
SaviBft aiM Smithy ^Icrk in Chancery, which would have beeQr 
tiade bad Sw»r^9ut pur$ue4 in the general meeting,his* 
threats fi|.tl|e(^ttU]Uttee^t was conc<eived that this develope*^ 
ment, bursting UgOi^ our citizens suddenly and unexpectedly^ 
]iiif ht prodnoe disunion among^(ke«i,iSu(HcieHt at le«ist to pre* 
▼ent the ekotion of our respected candidate. They would uxv-» 
diOttbteiily bate been shocked by the expbsiooi and ther^ 
iv;|51)0tisiefer tbc jpr^dual operations of the mind to pro- 



iuee cMTidSea either tny. This sugirt have beeiflietiig 
with manjr : and it wts knmA in tlif event tMt lA&Attlf 
votes turned the elecliM infimfur oTMrw S«kU. 

iUtor three or four dtyt of delSiemtien and reflectioiiy 
liuft portion of the eommittee who had cketed Mk Cfintoo^ 
Were of opinion, that, furthe sske of harmony and thie fur- 
therance of the eleetten of Col. Broome, it would be proper 
to withdraw his name from the list of nomination ; especi- 
ally as Marshal Swartwout and others of the ikele itmdhzd 
declared, with the grealtest seeming wncerity, that Mr. 
Clinton was the only obstade to a re-union of the party at 
that election. Thb was known to be hypocritic, if not fiJse* « 
Bis name, however, was withdrawn. Thus, for the sake of 
harmony wd with a view to s^ure the election of Cok 
Bropme, the majority permitted the mimrity to ru]e# 
♦ , 
But the reverse of that harmony which had been anticipi^^ 
ed by the friends of the adnutdstration, actually occursedX 
bstead of conciljatting our citizens or tending to unite theni 
bi frvour of Col. Broome's election, it had the contrary ef- 
fcet. They were offended with the committe fer yielding* 
90 muck to a minority whose views they jus^y a^reciated«;> 
It was with difficulty the citiaens could be prevaied upon even 
ky tibt friends of the administration to accc^ the ihQporto£ 
t)ie committee of nomination^ without the name of Mr. Clih-^ 
ton. They were indignant: and the peals of applause which- 
interrupted and succeeded Mr. George CKntiM'a short but: 
fteling addresato the assembled citizens, testified their at-:^ 
taehment to good principles, their aSbctitm for tiie federal* 
»cculive, and the dtboHnwa of the mtkbmtdifhM knew not 



MulMfe to hWte'theiMieadi. iTetrcr -wis virtu* more complete 
ly tfiumpbaat over tkearts of intrigui^ and deception. 

It had been stated by some of the Uttle band that if Mr* CI41- 
toD had been continued on the tist of nomination, they \rould 
have oj^sed the republican ticket* They vaunted of their in- 
fluence over the aixth ward ;• spoke of the respectable citizens 
as if they could be led by the nose by a few of the desperate 
of the faction* They represented those hardy sons of free* 
dom as an ilUtcratc multitude and calculated with confidence 
on their ignorance of a Burr faction. The opponents of the 
BiUT party were eager to meet them on this subject. 

But the withdrawing of Mr. Clinton's name from th^ nomi- 
nation which was made the pivot of the contejst, excited in the 
citizens so much disgust, that they seemed to think they had 
no object to contend for. They werein«very essential ward^n- 
dolentand lethargic- And though the import anc<i of the^lecti- 
on of Mr. Broome was properly represented to them,it was in 
vsun' that efforts w«re employed to hring them from tlieir 
houses to the polls, it is to the arts of the Burr faction that 
is truly attributable the loss of Mr. Bn>ome*s election* 

The Sideband todc no interest in the election of ^fr• 
Broome. They w«re unfriendly to it. They had rdason to 
lefiete that he was opposed to the schemes of their jninci- 
^al. 

' They wished for the election of sl federalist. They, held: 
private meetings for that purpose, and Davis, the cats paF of: 

• 751m wtrd timtam a majority ^between mx and 9tven /am- 
d^tftf repubEean vofcau 



Ae^«^ was dispatcbtdto Mr* Wasbiactoii MoiCmito mgttd 
Km to prevail upon his brolhcr, Mr. Jaqob A{ofUm>* to p^naait 
himself to be held up by the R^fmhlicans I On the same lAy, 
Davis applied to CoL Brooniic, and said « ttfi and myfrkn^s 
feavc thought of you, Mr. Broome, as a candidate for this 
(the second) district. It yrould gratify us muteh for you to 
'stand: but upon the w^ole we think therie is not much pros^ 
pect of success, and we could not wish to put you to the mor-u 
tiEcation of a defeat !*' Tender soul ! At the same instant hfc 
^was carrying on a negociation with a federalist ! ! 

But the event proved that Mr. Broome had every pros- 
pect of success ; and, with suitable exertion, would cer- 
tainly have been elected. Sands prevailed by ii,majority of 
lietwe^a fifty and sixty vote* only. 

No sooner was the poll closed than the Httle haiid txixsy 
incnccd an open attack on the Executive and his fxiends in 
this city, axid they chose as the medium of their communi- 
cations to the public, the Evening Post, Edited by Mr. Cole- 
kan, and owned, it is ssud, by Gen. Hamilton and a few 
eongenial associates. These attacks, which were very pro- 
pjorly repelled, hastened the publication of the <^ Narrative" 
tod this «< View," How far they acted prud^ntially, consi* 
dering their numerous offences^ they have them&elves 
Ucforc this time determined— They have, without doubt, Mtn 
terly repented of that boldness which is the constant compa* 
idon of want of thought, and frequently hurries guilt bqrohd 
itself. 

* Jittch Mbftm vm sfioken ofbif Mr* Burr w a/trofierfiier^^ 
t^JUltke ojfkt tf the Recorder of the city. 
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We close the piresentpufcUcatioA with afewbfief remarks^ 

' Miw Burf yn» nominated to fiH Ae second ofike in the 
foverament, underctrcumstaaces tije wMt auspicious to his 
Urtitfc proepects. iPhe £ghi^ conferred upon hint by that 
nomination, ought to have been Oie fuarantee of his fidetitjr 
to the Republican party. Petbiqpa ao eminent an o£Bce ne- 
arer i»:aa bestowed opao a aun of less merit, and none ever 
itajuited the beneficence with geeater vai more numefou* 
•vils. AboveaUothM-menitwasincombentonAfo^byhii 
&tu» goMi ooodact, to merit «he coitf dence and affection* 
•ftocan^tuents. «J was sens«*,,«o man could be mor. 
tf, tbat hi. past poMeal life was e«etdingly Uable to yiehT 
tothetonaioftigwwweMminatiwi. It was therefore em- 
Ihatie^-fcr liia to af«id every thing that might excite atf 
i"»«»ttg««0B ; -ihfe natural coiirseof which must issue in his 
disgrace. 

B«t feftmie had. been so kind to MivHuir, that he was 
lawsh of her £m>u» and sported with her boimties. H& 
iooner was he nominated to th« second, than he gasped at 
the fitit office of the government. It was of n» consequencp 
to him that the people had designed it for Mr. Jefferson, 
^ry thing in his creed is j«»t that i»pfacticablft 

His road to glory was straight; itt attainment easy by- 
proper deportment. Mr. Jefferson is too fmd of philosophic 
pursuits even to wish tobe employed in the administration of 
the government longer than two Presidential terms ; perhaps 
it would best accord with the bent of his mind to retire from, 
jt sooner, but the substantial interests otthe country requjfe , 
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that he khould occupy that office during two terms* At the 
end of that period, had his conduct been such as it ought to 
have been, Mr. Burr would have succeeded to the preside- 
cjr as certainly as if by hereditary discent. But eight years, 
one year, one month, one hour was too long for Mr. Burr 
if he could compass it by any means. 

Too boundless in his %iew8, ambition, and disregard of tlte 
|)eople, by grasping at every thing, h€ will lose the office he 
now holds, and alas 1 his fancied political reputation. Mr* 
Burr is sensible that, previous to the adjomiUQeiit of Con- 
.gress, the republican taunbers had .givea him up I and it 
only remains for the people to confirm the opinioa' of every 
branch of the goven^ment concerning hia political conduct. 
He no longer ay Qy9 the covJUience 9f the gwerrment ! He is no 
bmger viewed €u a man attached and belonging io (he reftubUcan 
futrty. He has wantonly drawn upon himself thia solemn 
annunciation ; and he must with resignation and penit^ce 
js^ustainits consequences. Should the p£opi.s discard hhn, 
as they no doubt will,«the act will furnish an ilhistrioua in- 
stance of tlieir attachment to firincifUej in contradiction to 
that of m^; it will retard attempts at usurpation, whe&er 
by intrigue or by force ; and it will be a just and awful exam- 
ple of the wisdom and maghaiiiii\ity of the nation, • which the 
present will approve and future ages admire. 

TII£ JUTHOE. 
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